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objectionable, terni Il poote,.s " excluded thîni fromr the list of writors of
whomn our corresponident desired wliatever lîttle information we could liero
aiford hlmn. Ini this utilitarian age, and iii the prosaic sumroundings of
life's work in Canada, it is surely worth while to preserve on slove for
poetry, and to keep burning the flickering fiame of patriotism, whicb, but
for the poots and a few writers of tabooed sentiment in our midst, would
ho in danger of going out. The inquiry made of us must be assuring to
those to wlîom we refer, and we biail it as an expression of interest in poesy
which wo had almost thougbt did not now and bore exist.

ANOTUER reader of Tin WVxîuc inquimes of us the ineaiiing of the word
Kermesse," anîd asks why the word is used wben applied to the forth-

coming bazaar, or world's fair, to be lield in Toronto. Our correspondent
states that she cannot fiîîd tîje word in any dictionary, nor dees it appear
in the cyclopiedias she seouts to have consulted. The terni is one which
society bas of late affectedl, as a novelty, and so more likely Il to draw
than the old-fasbioned words 14fair " and Ilbazaar." It is of Dutch orîgin,
derived front Kerk-rnisse <Cbiurch.m-ass:), and is applied in Holland and
Bolgium to those aniual parishi 1étes whicb are colebmated on the Continent
with such rejoicing. In Rlolland and the Low Countries, the Kermesse
seenis to ho an ol national institution, resembling our fairs, which the
Churcli lias turned to lier own profit by christenring, and by connecting
with it the celebration of soine patron saint's day in the ecclesiastical
calendar. In ilollanti and Rnl4un tîtese festivals retain much of the
quaint old Fleîish. custoîns ndnianners, with national representations,
shows, and processions on the streets, soniotirnes of' a curions mythological
character. At the great animîal Kermesse at Anitwerp, for instance, three
days are devoted to tue festivities, and the people crowd into the city froîn
ail parts and give thinselves up) to ail kinds of feaatings, libations, sports
and amusements. Houre, as everywheme else on the Continent, the Cburch
endeavours to utilise these civie festivals and to subordinate them te the
great ecclesiasticai ceremnomies, whiclî are soinetimes very imposing. Whore
the Churcli doininates, faims and commercial transactions are pemmitted as
accessories in the main te the Cburch's f unds, thîou.gh, as we have said, the
people coule for amusement rather than for worsbip and tue apostolic
benediction. In the inotlîerland, faims were long ago abolished in the,
great towns, in censequence cf their evii efetets on public morals. On the
Continent, wbere they aie stili in vogue, the îecessity for abolition on this
score hiappiiy doos net seerfi t<) exist.

WE have,ý as a mule, a gren t antipathy te tire readîng, an(l a inuch
greater aatipathy te tire discussion, of the sensational stories with wbich
writers of books on psychîological science, or rather on the nmental plienomnena
of Occnltism, as it i8 called, love te guli hi readers, and te harmow, or,
as'more ofton happons, te unhlinge, wealc ininds. We (Io net now specially
refer te Spimitualisai, thiat species of charlatanry xývliich lias se great a hold,
and exorcises se malign an influence, upon a large ciass of people, particu-
larly in the United States. Wu refer more especially te the literature
which deals witlî hallucinations and the phenomiena elicited by modern
psychic researchi, of whicli we bave now a long list, written by English
and foroiga anthors. Perhaps the best known of these works are Mrs.
Crowe's IlNigbt Side cf Nature," De Boissrnont's "lHallucinations," Robert
Dale Owen's " Footfails on'i the Boundamy of Anether World," rte works
of Home, the Mediumn, and a volume issued by the London Society for
,Psychical Reseireh, under tue supervision of the eminent clîeinist, Dr,
Wm. Crookes, In the first of theso works there are chapters of sucli
gruesomenoss that tîjeir perusal ait the approacli of miidnight would comipel
the braveat te monder the tribute cf fear. Se appallingr, indeéid, are some
of the stories that their horror, we believo we are flot wrong in saying, for
a time unsettled the reason. of their wmiter, and nmade hiem the victim of lier
own distorted imagination. The other works we have mentioned comprise
a libramy of the marvellous, and set forth much curious and seemniîgly
inexplicable matter. .Now cores an impertaut addition to tlîem, iii the
issue of two pomtly volumes froni a London press, beaming the titie of
IlPbantasms of 'the Living." The volunmes are the compilation of tbmeo
Masters of Arts, orle cf whom we ideatify as Fred. W. H. Myems, the
young English poot, and aIl are, wo believo, connected withi the London
Society for Psycbicai Rlesearch, au organisation wbicli numbers among its
members many of the leading Engiish scientists, and net a few-other bard-
headed professional men. The design cf this new and startling work is
te gather and lay befome the public aIl the well-autbenticated records of the
phenomena of percipience and telepatlîy, or, te use more familiar ternis, of
presentimon t, and wliat the Scotch caîl "second sight." These latter terme,
however, do net correctly oxplain the character of the cases cited by the'
authors under the scieatitic termes they have adopted. Under percipience,

for instance, we have a collection of seeîningly well-vouched for cases of
presentiment, that is, mental imîpressions of înishap to sorne friend or
relative in whose welfare the narrator is nîuchl interested, the mental
impressions occurring ait the precise moment of the înishap, thougli
thousands of miles may sepatrate the two. Under telepathy, we have the
record of cases occurring iii wbich the narrator has not only the impression
that seine misfortune lias happened to a friend, but that hie himself feels
the pain of his frierîd's accident, whatever it may be, and seema to be
struck by the samne blow, and to suifer from the samne injury, which lias
prostratod and disabled the friend. We cann3)t here enter, of course, into
any of theso instances, liowever curîcus and interesting they would be to
the reader ; for can we attempt any explaniation of the phenomena, either
on the bypothesis of Ilbrain-waves," or on the theory that somo subtie
mental telegraphy is iuîplanted by Nature in the case of those whose sym-
pathies are acute, and wvbose attachmients are strong and abiding. In
most of the cases cited it would seem as impossible to doubt the facts as, in
the present state of mental science, it is beyond one's power to, explain
them. Those who wiýsh to regale theinstelves with a feast of marvels, and
to gauge tire limit of the reasonitig faculties, in seeking an explanation of
the phenomena described, will Iind in these volumes abundant material for
the purpose, as wvell aï endless puzzles.

hilE death of Arnericà's niost distingruished divine recalls the fact that
hie was the leader of xvhat niay ho aptly tcrmed the modern style of preacli-
ing-a style as dillf*rent froin tire lreachinig of a century ago as the style
of acting affecteci by Irving differs from that of Garrick. That Mr.
Beechier did not go to aniytlîingi like the length to whicli bis followers have
gone is indeed true. he preaching of the Rev. Sanm Jones, for instance,
hie would not probably have recognised as resembling his own school in the
least; but wo can hardlyjndge of a scbool of anytlîing, painting, preacli-
in-, or scbloolboys, withoiît taking heed of its înost humble as woli as of its
most illustrions follower.q. Besicles, tbe late Mr. Beeclier and Mr. Jonels
had some foatures in cormînon, as we shail point out furtber on. The style
of modemn preaching is very evidently aifected by tbe needs of the age and
of the niajority of conigregations. The fact that there is more haste, more
bustle, and more disturbance than in days of old, nocessitatos a different
style of preaching. The average church-goer of the presenit day seeks
animated, energetic, and vigorous preacbing rathor tlîaa that which is
logical and ornate. As a consequence, sermons have bocome shorter, more
commnonplace perhaps, but more opportune, dealing less in vague generali-
ties and more irn passing events. The modern minister feels that lis con-
gregation wil I go to sieep if soule greater temlptation is not offered tbemr tO
keep theni awake. Where logic fails, oddness inay succeed. Tbis, We
imagine, is tbe true secret of the mnetbod of the Rev. Sam Jones, for
instance. His eccentrioities, bis jokes-somnetimes very unseomly and iii
bad taste, bis irmeverence, ail these are means to an end, intended tO
arouse flagging attention. When this attention lias boon secured, irrever-
once, eccentricity, and jesting are tbrown aside as having done their work.
Mm. Beechier lîad eccentricity, sometimes displaying irreverence als3O.
Wbether tlîîs is desimable, whotber the means in this case j ustify the end,
is a inoot point. The tiiîe solution would seem to lie in this, that toil that
makes Suniday a day on wbich it is impossible to keep one's eyes open 15
toi[ beyond whiat is rigbt or fltting, and an age in which clergymen have to
stoop, as it weme, to conquer 15 au age vitiated and debasod. Mr. Beecher
was the bighest exponent of this sehool, Sam Jones one of the lowest.

TUlE Buifalo Libramy was enriclied tbe other day with a magnificent C0l1

lection of autogmaphs, nîostly of literary nien, tîe gift of Mr. Gluck, Auto-
graplis are inost interesting things, and it will bo a pity on this accoufit
if the typogmaph puts an end to hiandwriting. About the greatest colleC
tom of our day was the late Lord H-oughiton. He had a religions bOOk
xvhicbi bad belonlged to Cromwell, with some religious words inscribed by
Cromwell's owii hand on the fly leaf. Ho had on the samne page of his
album some love verses written by Robespierre in youth, and a death WOP

rant signed by liin under the Reign of Terror. When lie entertained
General Grant at breakfast, the first tlîing which. met Generai Grant5 eYe
on entering tbe recol was a round-robin signed by himself when lie W&S $6
cadet at West Point. Lord Hougbton would not roel how lie becaie P013
sessed of the round-robin. Probably tbere was a moral mystery. For the
collecter of autograplha the rules of morality are suspended, or give Place
to a bigber law. We have hoard an excellent mirjister of religion recotrnt,
witb evangelical complacency, how hoe had bribed the wifo of a librarian to
givo bum a little clipping from a manuscript supposed to be the autograPli
of some great man. \Iirtuosos, in general, enjoy nearli the saine imimuflity
from the technical restraints of ethic s.
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