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against which, in reference to this hideous affair, we ouh tob o u

guard. One is, injustice to the class in which these scandais occur. Rank

and wealth undoubtedly are snares, and industry is the best security for

virtue. But the vices of the palace are dracwed to light, whîle obscurity

bides those Of the cottage. Ask any one wh'o knows the manufacturing

cities of England, and you will be told that tHe moral maladies of civilisa-

tion are flot conflned to the higlier grades of society. The other error to

ho avoided is exaggerated alarmn asnto the moral condition of the worid.

lPeople give the reins to their fancy, and imagine that for one Colin Camp-

bel' case which becomes public there must be scores lurking beneath the

gurfa06e But there is no ground for any such belief, and a glance over the

circle Of Our own acquainktance wiil be enougl to dispel tbe hateful sus-

Picion. The worst consequence of these Ioathsome disclosures is the

desecration of marriage, than whichi no greater injury can possibiy be done

te huraiY Mi not th Duke of Argyll and other, whose fami y

atnd the Moasof the community fromi the publication of tbis scandai 'I

The "erdict was no0 doubt right, and it covers the husband with special

8baine, thougli to believe in the purity of either party seems to usim

possible. 

m

LT'i aS8 relief to hear that the Coieridge-Adamis scandai is dead at last,

the libel suit which the Lord Chief Justice's daugliter had becn iiiduced t

brinlg against lier father having been quietly settled. We repeat that the

Very fact of such a suit having been brought, necessariiy with the cog-

"iRance and approval, if not at the instigation, of Mr. Adanis,i s a sullicient

P"oof that Lord Coleridge must have had sufficient reason as a father for

OPo'ing the marriage. I-le appears to have been unguarded and per-

bap8 unmûeasured in~ bis expressions to persons on wbose Becrecy hie bad

reas0n to rely ; that is the sum of his offending. Ail the atonies about bis

luiggardlY tratment of bis daughter whlle she was under bis roof are pro-

nfluoed tOtally false by those who knew bis lhousehoid Weil, while the

Cond'ct of the daugliter herseif after hier flight fromn biome shows tbat there,

illu8t be sometbing in lier charactor more than strange.

PeTHE~ author of "'The Democracy of iteason, or the Organisation of tbe

88r"ess,? before bis age, but the world may some day come up to him.

i3 pon big niind bas dawned the great truth tbat deliberative assembiies are

8rowing obsolete. No real deliberation any longer takes place in them,

T£heY are the invention of an era in which there was no Press, and

ntiOnial opinion couid be formed and ascertained only by bringing the

rPresentatives of the people together to deliver theinselves orally in a

legielatiy, hall. The namne of a Parliament denotes its original object.

The rosi deliberation and the decisive debate now ti1ke place outside the

hall of the Legislature. It is by means of books and joui-nais that opinion

IB 1 1
Wfom The speeches delivered in Parliamnent are littie more than

editoniais in a diluted form, discbarged against the party opposite. Nobody

in eonvinced by tliem, nobody is expected to be convinced by tbemn: nobody

listens to theni unless they are seasoned with rîjetorical appeals to passion,

*'htelling personalities, or something alien to the object of deliberation.

To talk of the different parties in the assembly as taking counsel together

Woidbe a mockery. It is quite truc, toc, as'the autbor of this pamphlet

'ay@, that many of those who, by their knowlodge and intellectual powors,

are qualified to give the best counsel to the SUiate, are no orators, wbilE

inany who possess the gift of oratory are otherwise totally unqualified

for givinlg cuelto the State. Recognising these facts, the author of th(

eaParolet proposes to organise the Press, by metbodising its discussions, and

Providing an apparatus for registeriiig tiieir resuit. Their resuît, wber

tiuiy registered, he seems to tbink, wiîl prevail by force of demonstration,

like the correct solution of a mathematical problem. Evidently he takes e

. Ind view Of human nature. His apparatus is a central comînittee, wbîcl

ls to arrange and classify the various arguments transmitted to it by tli<

edtrWho wiîî have manifested by insertion their belief that the argument

07proposai1, is wortliy of consideration. Bach legisiative projcct, or Bill

i8 to go through this alembic of discussion three times, so as to keep up ai

equivalent for the time-honoured formi of tbree readings. This done, an(

ifteWIeight of reason on the side of tbe proposal is stifficient, tbe Comn

Intte Will take the Bill, put it in a legs1 form, and present it to the F-louse

of0 Pala" calling on them to show cause why it sbould not be passe(

't a.Should it be thrown out, the public will reconsider it, to see i

they can 'neet the views of Parliament ; if not, ",it muist agàin be presenteè

'Wioii Parliament must eitlier pass it into a law or take upon itself the respor

de1~Of rejecting the demands of justice, common sense, and reason, a

eennsrtd by the intellect of the nation." That responsibility, it is t

ciearled, as Parliaments are at prement, would be lightly borne. The ditl

lty "i11 be in appointing the Conimittee. With this the author of tii

pampblet at present dees net grapple. The fact fromn wbichlie starts, we

repeat, is unquestionable, and is likely somne day to force itseif practically

on the attention of tbe world. Parliamentary dehate, as a mode of making

up tbe mmnd of tbe nation, is becoming obsolete. Lt will probably givo

place in tbe end to something more rational, though it is likely to last for

our time, and perbaps for soine generations beyond.

EVOLUTION bias still somne bard nuts to crack, at least unloas a space of

time absolutely unlimiited is allowed for the process of natural selection, or

of natural selection and liereditism combined ; lioreditismn being, lot us

observe, a supplementary addition to the original tbeory, and an account of

the matter bardly less mysterious than creation itself. One of these nuts

a writer on the Origin of Instinct in the Revue, des Deux ilondes essays to

crack. Lt may be objected, lie observes, to tbe theory of hereditism that

amnn animaIs the acts which are assumed to have given birth to an

hereditary tendenicy were purely accidentai, and such as could leave no

trace on the organisnm. Sucli, for exampie, is tbo act of a Etiropoan cuckoo

laying its egg in the nest of anotber bird. Tbe tbing may bave bappened

once, and possîbly, as Darwin suggests, the young cuckoo in that particular

case may have derivcd somec advantage froin it, and bave thus survivod in

the struggle for existence. But bow did it becomie comimon to the whoie

species, and lîereditary 1 The writer in tbe Deux Mondes says that thoro is

a tendency in young children, whicli is strong also in aIl inferior intelli-

gences, sucli as those of animis and idiots, to the inechanical repotition of an

action until it becoines a confirmed trick. 0f this ho cites several instances

sucli as that of a caterpiliar whicli wiil starve rather than eat tho leaves

of any plant but the one te whicbi it happons to bave become accustoined.

The lien cuckoo, according to this tbeory, having once laid ber egg in anotlier

bird's nest, rcpeated hersoîf mnechanicaliy tili the habit becamo ingrained

and was transmitted, wvitli the organîsin, to bier progeny. This mniglit account,

though wc cannot help thiniking in a supersubtie nianner, for the heredîtary

character of the habit, but would bardly accounit for its univcrsality. Are

we to Suppose thiat in the struggle for existence ail the Etiropean cuckooB

perished except tue progeny of the one which had by accident laid its ogg

in the nest of another bird î But the wlîole subject seeins replete with

difficulties for the Evoiutioliist. An ordinary bird builds a nest in antici-

pation of iaying its eggs. By wlîaL process of natural solection or of natural

sehection and hereditismn combiiîed can this forocast have beon evolved 1

We May go f urther back and ask how, in tho beginning of things, there can

have been a bird without an egg or an egg witlîout.a bird 1 Any concoiv-

able procoss of evolution whiclb could atford a solution of this probloin

seemls to postulate inhinite timo; and infinito time, the astronomers toll us,

imust not be postulate(l. jEvolution is stili a bypothesis, and it is not tho

only hîypothesis wbich covers thie fiLcts. Thoy are cqually covcred by that

of a single creative force, inhinitoly various in its productions but showing

its identity by hiomologies.-

WII thouglit wo wero saying rather a strong thing when, in spoaking of

Paul Bert, the atlielat and vivisectionist, we suggested that if there were

no0 law but that of Evolution to enforce respect for bumanity, lie might

tako it into bis bead to viviset an Annamite. But it seoms wo were not

eaying a stroiig tlîing at ail. Paul Bert hiciseif, if the correspondent of

the New York Tribiue is to be believed, distinctly contempiated human

vivisection as a possibility of the soientific future. lIe said, truly enough

no doubt, that animais were not entirely satisfactory. H1e proposed to

>vivisect cniminals. 11e hoped to find a Chinamnan who would soll hiniself

for the purpose, as they arc said sonietimes to seoit themselvos as substitutes

for other mon on the scatfold. Ilis liglit and callous language on this

hideous subject makes one's blood rîîn cold. lie sliowed a vestige of

humanity oniy by rendering the tortured animal voiceless, s0 that it couid

not cry eut, thereby enhancing the torture, while ho rolieved bis own cars.

Even Paul Bert, liowevcr, condemiied vivisection wlien practised as an

amusement. Ho deciared (if the correspondent of the Tribune may be

Ttrusted) that tliere was to bis knowledgo a group of fashionable ladies wlio

protited by the throwing open of ail the lecture roonis at the College of

France to learn there lîow te vivisect, and exeroised thoir art for amuse.

mient in their boudoirs. Morphine intoxication, ho said, gave a passion

for this sort of tbing. Cruelty became a delightfui stimulant te the

1 deadened nerves. If this be truc, the admission of women to the anatomy

f shool is likely te produce curiotis results in more ways than one. Victor

1 Hgo, it seems, who was present at this discourse on the scientifio neces-

sity of vivisection, was staggered by the myntery of iniquity wlmich it

seemed te disclose in nature. Lt would indeed be ditflcult te believe that

a the world was under the government of justice and beneficence if the

i-horrible torture of innocent and heipleas oreatures, which are noyer te be

e requited for their auffering, were à necesaary part of the dispensation,


