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EDUCATION AND
EDUCATORS.

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF
ST. BONIFACE COLLEGE,

Established by the Late Bishop
of Provencher in 1818, it Has
Had a Successful and Inters
esting Development. Incide
ents in Connection With its
Growth. Present Faculty.

The pioneer of education in Mani-,

toba was Bishop Frovencher, one of
the foremost figures ¢f carly Red
River history, and after whom the
electoral constitutency of Provencher is

named. He arrved at the junction of.
the Red and Assiniboine jrivers in:

&0 (FTOv
ST. BON

the year 1818 and established himself
among the half-byreed
both priest and schoul master.

His

arrival -had. been. sagerly. awaited. by |

the settlers, who were without relig-
jous services of any faith On the
second day after his arrival he trap-
tised one hundred childrea. Behold

ithen, in the class of boys which the;

good father gathered around him in‘
his little log shanty the be:inning of
what was to be St. Bcenifacs colleze.
The history of this period, and up to
1860 is fragmentary, owing to the less
of all the archives of the early Reman

Catholic church in the setilexeat by|

the burning of the St. Boniface cath-
edral in 1860—in connectirn with such
incident, by the way, there is an in-
teresting history—but in the archiv.s
of the Bishopric of Quebec there was
found some time since, a let'er from
the Red River settlement dated 1823.
In this the writer Father.Provencher,
states that he already has two s ud-
ents in the classics, so that it will be
seen he had not been idle during the
five years that had intervened sinca
his arrival, nor had he found unprofi-
table material among those hardy
voyageurs. Father Provencher was
a man of distinguished atility as a
manager and scholar, and was fitted
physically to brave the hardships of
frontier misson life. He stood six feet
four and was as straight as an arrow.
A story is told of him which indi-
cates his striking personality. While
on his way to Rome to be conszcrat:d
bishop, he was one day standing at
the door of the hotel at which he was
stapping at London,Eng.. when a man
stepping up to him said “I hopz sir
you will not refuse me .a privilege of
shaking *hands with you, for I tbink
you are the handsomest man I ever
saw.” His giant strength was ever at
the service of the needy,and to his life,
spent for the people withcut return
other than enough food t> keep him
alive the settlers owed whataver up-
lifting and sanctifying influence waj
felt in the settlement.

In 1832 the school had increased to
twenty-five or thirty students, havirg
quite’ outgrown the little oz shanty
and ‘boasting a building of its own.
Father poire was then principal.
This gentleman, now Mgr. Pcire, is
still alive and quite lately res'gned
his charge gag guperior of th:, coll-ge
of St. Ann ge 13 Pocatiere in Quzbec.
The school wag 5 log building stard-
ing on almost the spot occupied by
the present cathedral. This was in-
jured by the great fiood of 1826 and
finally hecoming . ypiphahitable was
deserted for a ‘mew puild'ng erected
by Bishop- Provincher. That rame
year Louis Morin aypived from Faris

via the Hudson’s ‘Bay to act as an:

assistant teacher. Ten yeaprg later, in
1844, Father La Fleche; row pishup o
Three Rjvers, Quebec, wag s4d4.4 to
the staff. One of the studente at that
time was Roger Goulet, now 3 Dom'n-
fon land surveycr in the Norihwest
Territories. In 1845, finding the gouble
care of church and schcol ‘weighing
too heavily -upon bim Bishop Provn-
cher invited the order of Oblate Fath-
ers to take charge of the schoo', and

IFACE COLLEGE.

re:idents as

!with them came Father Aubert and

years of age, and looking younger.
The bishop who had had a good deal
i of trouble with young men giving up
the work and causing delay, asked the
boyish-looking young man in. a
rather gruff voice, “Are you a priest

yet?” and being answered in
the  negative  his reply  was
“Well you might as well have
stayed at heome.” This was the

reception of the man who gix ycars
later was to be named. Bishop f the
whole Northwest. When the news of
his promotion arrived, Father Tache,
for he had been ordained shortly a.f!:er
his arrival, wasat Ile-a—la-Crosse.m,rfe
hundred miles northwest of St. Boni-
face, and it was fully a year before the
' consecration service could be perform-
ed. In 1853 Bishop Provencher
died. Two years later Bishop Tache
erected a building 60x34 feet, two stor-
jeg in height wth attics, to meet the

¢ et IR

increasing demand for educational
facilties. This building was for mary
years the most palatial pile in the
Northwest., In 1881 when the present
hwuilding was ready for use, the former
college became St. Boniface town hall.
In 1864 Father Audrie, who afterwards
was notable as the priest who prepar-
‘ed Riel for death, was principal, and
In 1864 Father Andree, who afterwards
several books on the Northwest. In
1878 Father Forget, a distinguished
linguist and teacher of classics, be-
came principal ‘and remained at. t-e
head of affairs until his death in
1881. He was succeeded by Father
Cherrier. In 1885 the Archbishop find-
!ing the burdens of the college get-
ting heavier as the attendanc: in-
lereased, and finding it difficalt to ¢b-
tain a staff owing to the prasging
needs of mission work, decided to in-
vite the Jesuits to take charge, know-
ing that if he handed the management
over to the members of that gociety
all anxiety as to staff, etc, would be
removed. Father Lory and Fgther
prummond, on the invitaticn of the
archbishop took full charge of the in-
stitution.

The present principal is Father
Chartier, a graduate of St. Hyacinth
college, and late sup:iror of tre Jes-
uit residences at Sault Ste. Marie,
Mich, and Port Arthur. Father Dyym-
mond, the prefect of stud'es ang jec-
turer in classics, is perhaps the most
widely known of the present staff, e
has been an official here since 1885,
with the exception of a couple of
years, when he was principal or s,
Mary's college, Montre2l, his gima
mater. After graduating he tecame a
lecturer in Montreal, but his h-gajth
failng he was sent to the
France as many suppesed, to die.
However, his lungs rapidiy strength-
ened in that gentle climate ang his
life was spared for further usefulpess;
a few years later he was teachinzy in
New York. After four vears there
he was transferred to $t. Beuno'g col-
lege, in North. Wales, ard since .his
return form Europe he has been in St.
Boniface. Father Tourangeav, a grad-
vate of Nicolet college, i8 ch ef  gigcip-
liniarian. Father Genier, late syperior,
lof the Jesuit residence in Sault Ste
Marie, Mich., is lecturer in mentgt and
moral science. The Latin and Greek
of the . preliminary are in the
hands of Father Carriere, a grad-
uate of St. Mary’s, Montreal, Fgatiher
Lebel, professor of mathematics, also
received his education in  Montreal
and graduated at St. Mary’s. He was
for some time a civil enginee- gnd
‘built the first railway on the ice bridge
‘opposite .that city. He tock tis the-

ological studies at Milltown Park, near

Dublin, Tfreland.’
i the  staff. arve:
I Assumation  college, lecturer in
junior classics; Father Bourque, Mon-
jtreal. college; - preparatory’ g
' Father La Rue, Three
jmusic and first commercial course;,
| Fatheér Mirault, "St. Mary's ccliege,
;arithmetic .and Algebra; Brother Ken-
inedy, second commercial course.

.St. Boniface college is conducted on

l,

?different lines from the other colleges.

Other memb:prs of

Rivers c¢ollege.

Brother Tache, the last named onty 22|

south ef"

Father- “La. Fartune, |-

classies;”

| government’ of ‘the ‘Dominigy of “Cans

|/ grants of Jand. serip, money or other’

“All the staff and tie stude:t: r:sile
Iin the college building. T o8 stu-
i dents living within 1e g2 of t e ¢~
,lege take their meals at h me, but
| the remainder of the time t!ey ar= ia
"charge of the college authorities. The'
students of St. Bonfface 18&v - been
very successful at the unlversi y ex-
animatoins, carrying off each ycar the
scholarships in Latin philoscphy, be-
sides their share in the praliminary
and previous years. The silver medal
in the previous examination has b2en
given twenty times gnad five times it
has been won by St. Boniface.

i

HALF-BREE;; SCRIP.

To the Editor.of the fyee Press.

Sir,—Would you kindly p rmit me
space in your paper 4o biring to the
attention of the govermment and peo-
ple of Canada an attemp: to de raud
the half-breed children of this country,
and to defeat the ends of Justice
which, no doubt, would aciustz2 the
government, should it decid: upin a
new issue of scrip to.the ch'ldrea of
half-breeds born hefsveen 18 0 and
1885. ¥

The history of pagt f:auds perpetd
rated upon this people-by the specula-
tive and unscrupulpys whit2 man, in
obtaining from them the'r scr'p for a
mere song, seems to have embolden<d
him to go much fyrther in this dir-
ection. The men who engage in th's
nefarious business know, and seem to
appreciate and profit by the unsuspic-
ious character of tpe half-breed, to
rob him of his herijtage. Tle law cf
the land would not permit a man to
retain property takep from a miror:
but it allows sharkg'to use legal de-
vices to rob unwary people of their
property. No sooner-did it b:come
known that the goyernment of Can-
ada contemplated jgguing serip to tre
half-breeds, than thg.sharks’ ®=t to
work to devise ggfe means to rob
them.
Allow me to unfogq,‘to ¥ ur readers
the proef. I have pefore me a docu-
ment which purportg to Be and is in-
tended for a ‘“power @I, ‘attogney.”
This document is one of over a thou-
sand simi'ar ones innocently given by
half-breeds to those-specu'ative whi'e
men. I enclose it to you , Mr, Editor,
for examination and publication, You
will see at a glance.that it bagrg up-
on its face undowpted evidence of
fraud and deception. It is given 10
some unkmown., bhecausre yppamed,
person. Although signed, datedq and
witnessed, the name of the pepgon to
whom it is given is carefully gmijtted.
The half-bred who signed thjg gocu-

“hbis X mark” is attached to jt. Un-
der what misrepresentationyg j¢ wa$]
obtained from him the Qocymeat, 0
its present unfinished condjtion, {m-
plies. All that is negcessary for the
hoder of this document to do to obtain
full and legal possession of thijg qupe’s
property is to fill in his owp ¢r his
agents name, in the proper space al-
lotted therefore. I am creijtably in-
formed that these “powerg of atter-
ney” were obtained from tpe half-
breeds for a trifle, with the promise
of .more later on. The partieg gb*ain-
ing them warned the givers nct to let
“amy of the priests know anything
about it,because if they dia they would
stop it, and they (the hajf.pr-eds)
would get nothing.” These mep know
that the priests are the friengg cf the
half-breeds, and that they would pro-
tect them from the white vyltyres to
the best of their ability ang power;
hence their solicitude that th. priests
be kept in the dark. Are tpere 1o
means known to law and just'es, Mr:
edtior, in the issuing of serip, where
by it could be made impoggitle for
those ‘unprincipled wclves to rob th?
confiding and innocent hajr.preeds of
their property? They are chtidren in

ment was unable to read jt, pecguse|and this,

be coming dqueéfpayable, or Le coming
to me from the government of the Do~
iminion of Cagade in connecticn with
or arising out of the extinguishment
of the hgif-preed and Indian tite in
Manitoba or the Northwest 'Igrritor-
ies, and T qo hereby authorize my said
attorney to give all necessary recaipis
for the same.

I do further assign, transfer and set
over by this my-act and deed unto my
said attorney s heirs and assigns, all
my right, title and interest, claim and
demand in and to the said lands, scrip,
money or gther compensation, and 1
do hereby in consideration c¢f moneys
paid to me by the saiq attorney, de-
clare that my sald attorney aone is
entitled to recelve said land, sc.ip,
money or gther compensation.

AS witness my hand and seal this
6th day of September, .A D,,1895,

: His
A. X. B.
mark.
Fatter for C. D.

Signed, gealed and delivered in the
presence of E. F.

The onty change In the above docu-
ment s the subst'tuticn of the first
8ix letters of the alphabet for the
real names, =

HALF-BREED SCRIP.

The attempt referred to in the letter
of Father Lacembe to purchase c'aims
for scrip from half-breeds in the Ter-
ritories by obtaniing frcm them piw-
ers of attorney, i8 & very clumsy oper-
ation, go far as the dccument handed
to the Free Press is concerned. The
claim for which a power of attorney
is there given purpcris to be signeq
bY & father in behalf of* his son, de-
ceased n 1875, The scrip in question is
for a clasg of half-breed children born
between 1870 and 1885, which has been
recommended for issue by two resolu-
tions of the Northwest As:embly, but
has been definitely refused by the
Dominion Government. The only scrip
for which the Ottawa Government
ever admitted any ob'igation was for
half-breeds porn rrevious to luly,
1870, in settlement of c’aims during
the transfer of the Ncrthwest to Can-
ada; and these were required to b
proven before May, 1824. Whataver
obligations the Goverament may owe
this class of . peopl>, born subseqient
to 1870, the issue of scrip for lands ‘g
not one of them; snd it is difficu t t¢
understand what advantage Specula-
tors can hope to gain by obtainin:
from the half-breeds documents o7 t*e
nature now before us.

At' the same time it 'S a matter
calling for prompt inve'tgition by
the department of Dominion I,ands;
we understand, is being
made. The half-breeds, as Father
Lacombe truly says, are mere children
in such matters and sh-u'q be pro-
tected against designing speculators.
It may be that in view of the Premier
of the Dominion being of French des-
cent, they are led to believe that un-
der him the serip will be isgued which
was refused by his predecessors. Su-h
a notion® can be prcduciive cnly ot
embarrassment to hm and may e€asily
start a dangerous agitation among
these ignorant pecple. Prompt steps
should therefore be taken to remove
any misapprehensions that may exist,
and above all, to nip in the bud any
attempt that may be made to d priv.
them in advance of any advantage.
that may in any way be coming to
them.

BRANN ON TH A. P. A,

The "gay and sport've editor of
Brann’s Iconoclast thus writeg the
obituary of the “American Protective
Association,” under the heading "The
Death of the Ape.”

A few years ago the A, p A, had

the very fact and as such ghould be
protectel and car:d fcyr ty the gov-
ernment. To us Who love them, and
would give our lives for ¢hem, it Is
o great source cf Tegret. gyq pain to
see them de:poiled cf thajp go-ds..

I sincerely hope Mr. Editop that the
government . of -€anada who, I he-
lieve, are actuated by th: frend.ies:
sentiments of justic® t wards ‘he
half-breeds, will provide some rreans
to protect them from tie d'shoneSqu»
and cupidity of Scrip rrapipulators
and speculators. Thanking yoy for the
space required for this Jetrer, ard the
accompanying “power f attorn:y,’
I am, yours truly, . '

A. LACOMBER, 0. M. I
Winnipeg, Sept. 20. o
The docnment referred to .n Rev:
Father Lacombe’s letter ig g5 follows:
I A. B. Fatlier for C. D, of—+ in
the Northwest [Territories of the -Do-
minion of Canada. herehy gppojnt—
my" lawful attorney with gy power
L,and -JJawtul authority” to demapd from
And to receive frem the Min'ster o,
the Interior of Canada ang from the

e

ada, and all other persons authorized |

te pay, give or deliver the gsame, all

should be President. Jf the old par-
ties refused to incorporaté Krow-
Nothing planks in thejr platform znd
desecrate the grave of every.“Papist’
who signed the Declaration of Ama1i-
can, Independence, it would put a.
ticket of 1ts own ip the ficld end
sweep the couniry like a prairie fire.
It represented ‘'steen - millicn  vot rs,
‘aﬂd when it ga'd. to a carddate
“come,” he had to advance in a logpe;
when it said to him “g80,” he went
over the garden wall. It decid-d the
fate of political gladiators by

TURNING ITS THUMBS ©p

or turning them down: - The “Ape”
Wwoods.” It was awful as a Lesom of
destruction, terribls as an army with
banners. Its mempership was as the
sands of the sea for number. It came
down on obstreperous’ parties l'ks g
wolf on the fold or a hungry coyote
on a yaller hen. It was going to rally
round- the littte red school-house ard
protect it from such “Romish myrmi-
‘dens” as Rosecrans, such YPopich
hirelings” - as Sherman and Sheridan.
Candidates trembled before its frown
and hunted up their Protestant p-di-

compensation now due. payable or
!coming to me or that may hereafter

grees. No man should bz Presdent
who declined to mix religion with his

‘polit’co-religio-proscriptive

the world by the tail, ang g dung-.
thill pulet was going to djetgte who

was cock of the walk and bull of ths,

politics. Catholics should be rigidly
excluded from office, lest they turn the
National Capital into a cathedral:

CONVENTS WERE TO BE MADE
LOUNGING PLACES

for curious fools and meddlescme fan-
atics. Father Marquette’s statue
should be.- dragged with a halter
about its neck fro the gallaxy -0
civic gods. B ey ST

“‘The various c¢chveniions met and
the tail of thg “Ape” was mashed. It
developed that this modern C:esar
was “rich in some dezen paltry v'l-
lages, strong in some hundrad speir-
men”~that it had been “bluffing the
bank” with a wad ¢f htrown pager
rolled in one dollar bills. The A. P.
A. was a Jonah’s gourd thst came up
in the night but its rcot was wormy,
and the sun of truth shone upon avd
withered it. It was: a long-eared ass
masquerading -in ‘the-s8kin of a lon.
Its name is Ichabod—alias mul. The
politicians who cringed before this
party. are
nov. driving their toosts so fair und:r
its (oattails that it will taste leather
all the rest of its life. Th> Pro est-
ant preachers who afiil'ated wth it
are holding their noses and using dis-
infectants. Its wind-blown or-gans
are “bursting’ like painted bladders
or Chinese stinkpots. The last of its
dailies has turned its I't‘l> pnk toes
to the daisies. The ed'tor of its 1:ad-
ing magazine is

IN THE PENITENTIARY

for a crime besid2 which m- rd:r

were honorable. Occasionally a lit-

tle “Ape” sheet crawls out of its hole-
like a moribund rattlesnake taking

the sun or a sick prairie dog driven to

the surface to die,

In a few months the erstwhile flam-

hoyant ‘“‘Ape’ " will kave passed into:
the erstwhile, and Unce Sam be left

to “rassle” a8 best he may with Rome.

We should stuff its mangy tide and

place it on a pedestal cf stinkweed in

the valley of Hinnom as companion

piece to the wolfish skull of the old -
Know-Nothing party. And grouped

abuto them inthis gailery of the un-

clean gods, this pantheon of putridity,

should be guano busts of all its high-

priests and apostles each with an ap-

propriate  inscription. They would

read as follows: Rev. Ben’amin Hud-

elson, ex-procurer, for hcu-es of pros-

titution, and now

PROFESSIONAL BODDLER.

*

Editor. Price of the leading A. P. A.
organ; Reverend Koehler: in the peni-
tentiary for stealing. ard selling a
workingman’s clothes and rfettng
drunk on the money. “Ex Nun’” Mar-
garet Shepherd: self-confess:d cour-
tesan, adventurer and thief. Bishop
McNamara: arrested for ho-dlumism
and sentenced to a year’s impricon-
ment for slander. Ex-President Tray-
nor, allas “Whiskey Bil:” like Iago,
he never made his fool his purse. Ex-
Priest Slattery unfrocked f r habitual
drunkenness and expelled from a Bap-
tist College for immorality. “Ex-Nun”
Ellen Golding: denounced by her Pros-
testant sister as an incorrigible liar.
Reverend G. M. Thorp: in & Wyoming
prison  for bigamy. Ex-Priest Chini-
qQuy: unfrocked for immorality and
expelled by the Presbyterian Synod of
Chicago for fraud and gross swindling.
But I have not space to cataloguz all
the A. P. A, celebrities—the protzctors
of the ‘morals and self-ccnstituted
guardans of . the lbertizs of Uncle
Sam. No wonder the “Ape” is pass-
ing; it should have been suppressed
by the sanitary inspector before the
advent of warm weather,

R

Rav. Frther Fonguet, wio has heen
for 30 year« ormere e Oblate nhission-
ary in the*Cynudicn Northbwest. gesms
to have made a gpeeid stuly of Free.
nasonry. Hicletters in gome Enelish
Carholie papers da vt lack vonrave. He
will not allow th .t English Freemasons
liave vo responsibility for Masonic ex-
cesses in other conntries, )

TERRA COISTA BRICK.

In Deseronto, Ont.. the seat cf
such extensive lumber interests a
notable 16cal industry consists in sifi-
ing a considerable portion ¢f the saw-
dust arising from the vast and various
operations involved, and. mixing it
with an equal quantity of clay, work-
ing the same into & bullding mate ial’
now coming into’ important use in cer-
tain sections—a  material known as
porous terra cotta brick. As des:rib-
ed, this brick possesses some remark-
able qualities of adaptation as a sub~ *
stitute for what has crdinarily besn .
used for structuyral puarpo es. Awm. ng‘
the merits enumerated in its favor ¥
its absolutely fireproof charac.er, the.
fact also of its having a marksd dedd-
ening effect when employed for p:ri
tition *walls in ‘houses; it is very warm
and dry, and, though ve:y light ‘n
weight, will stand a prcd'gious erush-
ing strain; the material can le sawn
into convenjent shapes as d.gired, .
nails' ean’ he driven into it aftsr tha
manner of wood, and, when heated

even to a white hedat, sudden immer-
_slon in water will produce no eracks.




