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COMMEh1RCIAL UNIION B1JTWEEN T'HE UJNI TED
STA TES AND CAiNADA : A DISCUSSION.

NOVA SCaTIAN ARGUJMENTS AOAIN8T COMMERCIAL UNION.
(PJhe American.)

THE discussiaw an tb. question of Commercial Union betweeni
the United States and Canjada which is being carried an through
the columns of lthe American wiIl have a tendency ta bring ont
al abtainable information bearing on this important subject, and
fliially present it in such shape that the public will be able ta
judge of th 'e question in its largest lighlt. This 'nay be a step ta-
ward discovering how a majority of intelligent citizens reafly look
upon the proposition ta remove ail commercial barriers. between
the English-speaking nations of North America. Sa far, this
question, of such vital interest ta every resident of Canada, and se
widely important ta millions of Americans, bas net reacbied the
stage -vhero the average man je likely ta take -it under serions
consideration. The papers in ail sections of the Dominion have
had a great deal ta say about commercial union. These, argu-
ments, for and against, are almost innumerable, and usually at-
tractive enough when one does net hear the other side. But, as
a rule, these expressions do net came fromn those who are in a
position ta camprehend the magnitude of the proposed business
revalution, or o! the.question.$ %v*hieh wvill demand answers imme-
diately after it lias been braught about. Some af the articles that
have recently appeared in Canadian journals, presuming ta show
why this radical change shonld h. effected at once, are surprisingly
vague -and illogical, and. many effusions presenting the opposite
viewv are equally general, inconclusive, and vide of the real mark.
On the one hand, iiehermen, farmers, lumbermen, and niiners,
seem ta desire commercial union; on'Lb. other, manufacturers aud
a large proportion of we aithy merchants do net want the custani-
houses abolished, or any reduction cf the duty on American goode,
except in a few instances. Tie firsetassijeunidoubtedly thieimst
nimerous; but the latter je the moet influential. Thus far the
Canad ian money kings bave been able ta control the views of Lb.
leaders in botb political parties. Bath of the classes mentiôned
argue froni their respective standpoints, and neither is able te
look the question squarely in the fabe and decide upan it after
studying its full import.

If wve are ta investigate this matter upon an international basis,
wbiere -%e will find the.aonly gronnd fromt which a final decision cau
bc reached, we muet coýnsider the respective wvants and preferences
of Canada and lier gigantic neiglibour. In the lirst place, we ses
a young country still trammelled by the difliculties which. beset ail
infant natioîîalities. The expenses incurred that thie country's re-
sources may be deveicped have rolied up an enorinous public debt,
and this weiglit htange like a milistane about the neck of the Do-
minion. Canada may be a yeuthful Tïtan, but- al] ber etrength is
required to carry this iaad and at the came time support bier enar-
inously expensive civil service. With the present revenue it isa
nearly impossible ta mneet obligations as they become due, and any
change %whichi would tend ta niateriaily contract this incarne mnuet
occasion national bankruptey. How wouid the revenue of the
Dominion be affected by, commercial union 1 The large sume re-
caived frein duties an goods imparted fren Lte United States would
b. tatally lest, and ve canuot doubt that many Canadian Manu-
facturers wauld suifer ta a seriaus extent, witheut a couniter-
halancing advantage taothers. Thus, the country wouid net anly
Js. the frontier tax, but aise experience a severe reduction af in-
ternai revenue. It is aise evidený that, with a free entry o!
Yankee productions mauy of aur heaviet merchants would be
unable ta retain a large share o! their mostvaluabie trade. The«present monetary situations o! Canada aud the 'United States are
auch that whenever their intereets corne in contact upon anything

*near equal chances, the emaller country je baund ta suifer. Witb
ne other defence Bave that provided by distance Lb. Canadians
cannot'hope te hold their own. The advantages whicb unllniited
commercial intercourse with American traders would, bring te,
Canadians who are net in aày way conuected with our manufac-
taries, nmuse b. considered as very great, but hardly sufficient ta
Offset the loss that weuld fail upan t]he) natio 'nal.revenue. 'Those
are soine o! the etrongeet arguments wbich May be urged against,

commercial u .nio n, and their foi-ce îe generally admitted by those
who are earnest advocatea of a national reciprocity. As for the
Awericans, whose fa,,tories are usually able ta turn out more pro-
ductions than they are able ta dispose of, va cannot blame them
for wanting additional markcets, and a free, swing through Canada
ta them would certainly be a great advantage.

But there ie another and more patent reason why the portions
of Canada west and nortlî of New Brunswick should hesitate
before relnoving ail restriction te the introduction of American
merchandise. The.maritime provinces are distinguished from the
rest of the Dominion, because, as'bas often been proved, their
most important interests are separate. In the true Canada one
may observe the gerni of nationality. But the Atlantic States
exhibit no qualities which e.auld make tbemn full portions of such
a country. If the Dominion is ever ta become a nation ini the
fullest sense of the terni, it will only find elements of weakness in
the people residing in that part of its territory f rom which the
rest of it is partially separated by the obtrusive prominence of
Maine. The union between these sections was neyer either
natural or happy, and the quicicer a couiplete separatien is.
brouglit about, the better it will be for bath parties. If the Can-
ada wve have designated becomes commercially united with tho
Republic, a firin lrotective tariff againet the rest of the world will
be the natural sequence. These new world countries would thus.
enter into an offensive and defensive business alliance against the
goode of other nations, and practically excinde the greater part of
that whioh je produced beyond their own borders. On such a
foundation only one structure can b. erected. When the interests
of ail occupations have become the samne as they would b.e if there
were only one country, an absolute and permanent business union
bas been accamplished; and the road upan which we travel to
resch this stage wilI certainly lead us onward ta a political con-
solidation. For Canada, commercial union with the United States,
ineans the annexation of Canada ta the United States. The more
thoughtful and reflective statesmen on both sides of the lin.e see
that such an end je not desirable. 'Under an honest goveramnent
Canada wvill have every prospect of increasing in population and
national strength, until the time whea in the natu rai course of
eveîits ber people have reached the position that wvil] entite themn
ta rightfully demand independence. 'There is a certain amount
of annexatian talk in soine Ontario and Quebec papers; but the
real sentiment af these provinces is clearly unfavourable to any
such movement. Judging f rom the mast reliable eccounts that
corne frorn the States, wve should say that the bulk of American
people are not aniaus for Canada ta become a part of their coun-
try, whicb je aIready extensive enough ta suit the most ambitions.
Saine ten or fifteen years ago, the citizens of Chelsea, Massachu-
setts, by a large majarity voted in faveur of annexation ta Bostan.
But the gentle citizens of the IlHub " saw through the business,
and by a most emphatio verdict at the poils, refused ta accept the
gift of the town while iL vas staggering under an enornîals muni-
cipal debt. If Canada shonld asic for a 'dmittance ta the Federal
Union wvhile bending under its present immense obligations, aur
'Yankee friende niight wisely invite bier ta stay at bomne, and e-
plain that their ehouldere are aiready burdened with ail the na-
tional debt they care ta sustain. ADDisoN Y. BROWNL.

Halifà.e, N.S., May, Il.

ALessoc ins Pr)actcat Aut>wiopotogy.
Sia C. W. WiLsoN, in a paper read in the British Association,.

on IlThe Wild Tribes of the Soudan," after describing the tribes
and their clans, with their divisions and alliances, remarked that
it vas interesting te observe how tharoughly General Gardon had
understood the situation in that region, and at once painted out
the reinedy. Whien he left England, bis instructions.had beau
ta proceed direct.ta Sualdm, open up communication with the
supreme sbeik of the Rladendawas who bad. taken no part in the
rebellion, and isolate and crusb Osman Digma by.raising againet
him the surrounding tribes, whose sheiks h.e knew pereanally.
There can be littie question that if this policy bad beeu carried
ont early in 1884,- before Sinkat feu .and Baker Pasha had been
defeate, it would bave been succeseful. But, unfortunately,
General Gordonas plans vere chasiged and heproceeed upthe Nil.


