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Labor Wotes,
- , ——— iy -
The master painters of Middlebrough have
conceded to their men an advance of 3d:
per hour in their wages,

The colliers of Wigan and St. Helens
district have agreed to withdraw for the
present their application for 10 per cent.
advance in wages.

Orsesrey Braiye Works.—-At the Co-
operative establishment, some en, says

" the Hee ifive, are paid at the vate of as much
as@2s, an hour for theiv labor.

The Awalganiated Association of Opera-
tive Cotton Spinners, Self-actor Minders,
Twiners, and Rovers of Lancashire and ad-
joining countics, have been registered mder
the Trade Union Act of 1871

The ameunt collected in London for the
support of the Scotch lock-ont, and trans-

" mitted to Edinburgh during the last two
+weceks by the central committee wuounts to
£33 s, -

The laborers in the Banbury district are
everywhere demanding more wages, which
the farmers refuse, and strikes and lock-
outsare the results. The efforts on behalf
of cinigration are increasing, and wmany of
the villages avo. almost depopulated. Af-
fairs have a very serious aspect.

The great centre of match fabrication
was  Marseilles, where more than thirty
lithographic machines were wholly employ-
¢d in printing the labels covering the boxes.
The present Govermment monopoly has
stopped all thesc operations, and great
distress reigns among the workmen former-
1y employed. L

The clickers, or cutters-out in the boot
and shoe itrade of Leicester, Eng., have
requested an advauce of about two-pence
per dozen pairs, which request has been
rvefused. After in vain trying to have the
matter settled by urbitration, they have
determined to take prowmpt measures to ob-
tain the advance. )

The threatened strike on the part of the
Glasgow bakers in commection with their
demand for an advance in their rate of pay
has been. found unnccessary, “The terms
asked by the men, and addition of 3s. per
week to the old rate, have been generally
coneceded, though in smne qguarters the ad-

-ance has Leen limited to 2s. In these cases
the men have accepted this compromise,
and conseyuently no rupture has resulted.

The Liverpool shop assistints have a
strong organization registered undei the
Trades Union Act, they are also afliliated
with the local uniona, and although, little
more than twelve months established, their
orteanization has alveady produced a mark-
ed change in the slavish and unnceessary
hours of business, ,

A meezing of the Liverpool operative
ship painters was held on Wednesday night,
28th ult., when it was reported that the
cmployers had declined to accede to the
terns of the meémorial presented a week or
two ago, to the effeet that the wages should
be raised to 34s., with certnin aliowances
for overtime, & It was resolved to ap-
point a deputation to \\‘ait‘ upon the mas-

- ters. , ]

The stonenragsons forcing the operation

of & ‘“local code of rules,” involving an ad-
sance in the price of labor which they some
time ago subiitted to the wpasters. What
they ask for is that the wages be from the
1st of March to the Ulst of October Tid.
per hour, and from the 1st of November to
the last day of Febrnary 7L per hony;
fixers of hewn stone to receive dd. per howr
cxtrn. The advance asked for is equivalent
to abont g, per week.

At a special meeting of the National La<
borers’ Union leld at Lemmington-—Mr.
Avch in the chair—za great lock-out was
reported in Norfolk and Sufiolk, aud £200
was voted for the immediate relicf of the
sorvants. The national conference of the
Laborers’ Unions was fixed to be held at

“Leamington® on  May 28th and 29th.
Mossrs, Gardiner and O’Leary were deput-
ed to proceed to Ireland on Tuesduy to in-
augurate » National Union in that country.

Fu
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There is a very strong eoxpression of dis-

satisfaction amongst the colliers employed
at the ironworks where therecent strike took
place in Monmouthshire and Sonth Wales.
‘The men ave agyrieved by the masters not
having given thew the advance which they
promised their collicrs should receive with-
in a few days after resumine work,  Pri-
vate meetings amongst the men have been
held, and the matter lins boen referred to
the Excentive Council of the Miners’ As-
sociation by whom it has heen taken into
consideration. The conned] pasgzed o resolu-
tion auhorising the colliers employed at
the Dowlnis and Plymouth Tronworks, to
intimate to the proprietors thet unless the
10 per cent was given by the st of ay,
they would on that date give notico to
strike.
]

A large mecting of ship joiners, repre-
senting all grades in New York and vicini-
iy, was held on the Tth inst., for the pur-
pose of deciding whethey they should strike
for an increase of fifty cents per day. Up
to the latter pavt of the winter they were
receiving &4 per day, but the employers cut
them down to §3.50. The meeting adjourn-
ed without having reached auy decision.
Most of the men say that the employers
will accede tv their demands when made,
whije others aver that the bosses have an-
ticiputed a strike and are prepaved to defeat
them.

The thirty-sixth quarterly meeting of the
Central Co-cperative Society, Blyth, has
been held, Mr. Edward TFenvwick in the
chair. The report showed the value of
goods bought during the quarter to be
£3,034 0s. 11. The amount reccived for
goods sold was £3,614 17s. 11d.  After
paying working expenses and 5 per cent on
puid up shares, the society is able to de-
clare a dividend of 2s. 2d. in the pound on
members’ purchases, leaving a balance of
£2 123, 3d. to go to the reserve fund, and
and £6 for depreciation of stock, and £6
for depreciation of property. The total
profits vealized, £410 7s. Gid,

Some time n2go we alluded to o project
propounded by the President of the garcons
or waiters of Vuris tending o unite this
body vith the corporation of Parisian cooks,
as both were engaced to o great extent by
the same employers.  This proposition has
now, we are inforined, heen fuily realized.
Both waiters and cooks, it appears, were
in deadly antagonism with each other, but
they have now united chiefly for the pur-
puse of resisting a common foe. This new
enemy is the servants’ registry offices which
abound in ygreat numbers in Paris, The
cotumiszions charged by these agencies, are,
they maintain, most exorbitant; and it is
urged that o Svudical Chamber well organ-
ized might find employment for all its mem-
hers free of any charge beyond expenses.
To secure these ends, some 250 to 300 wait-
ors aud upwards of 200 cooks have united
together, cach body clecting 16 delegates,
50 as to coustitute a mixed committee of
thirty-two Syndies. They will organize a
system of registration for all persons want-
ing employment or wanting servants. The
manager of the cooks association, M. Amable
Gaze, in his address convoking the ineeting
for the purpose of effecting the above union,
asserts that the ultimate object of the cor-
poration is that of starting a co-operative
restaurant and thus gradually emaneipading
all cooks and waiters of Paris!  Leaving
aside this laiter proposal, the associajion
now created is of special interest, as so
meny English servants are employed in
France by cither French wnstevs, Eoglish
residents, or at Anglo-French hotels 5 and,
as on the other hand, there is so great :
demand for French cooks in England. 1
the Paris Syndical Chamber of the united
waiters nnd cooks are really determined to
fnd employment for all their members,
some of our English cosmopelitan sexvants
ought to join so useful an institution.—
Pavis Cor. Loibar News,

The Master masens of Lerlin have eon-
voked n general congrc%s to be held in the
capital of Germany on the 8t of June next.
Not only are Germans invited but employ-
e1s whose native language is German, and
thus thecongress will include representataves

from the German provinces of Austrin and
Switzerland.  This movement has cansed
considerable commotion among the work-
men engaged in this trade as they forsee on
the part of the wasters an International
combination to resist any demand for anin-
crense of wages. In the meanwhile the
number of strikes are cver increasing in
Gernmany.  This week we are informed
that the workinen cinp:loyed on the Zastern
Prussian railway line have struck work and
demand that their salary shall be inereased
from 26 silver-groschen to 223, The com-
pany have offered to take the men back
again; but, on the other hand, have made
to definite promise with regard to an in-
crease of wages.,  Thus the strike continues,
and the company is now compelled to aban-
don for the moment the transport of goods,
The workmen have also strucic at - Inster-
bowryg and Bydtkalu.  Awmony the printers
who are now more or lesg on strike through-
out the North of Germany, n new move-
ent has been started. 1t is avgued that
the cost of resisting the masters would ex-
ceed any advantage that might ensue from
a successful issue of the strife. The em-
ployers enjoy the moral support of the
governmont, and arc firmly united together
to resist their workmen. 1t is true that,
on the other hand. the workingmen's cor-
porations have throughout Germany dis-
played a strong spirit of solidarity, and that
help has been readily forthcoming from
many different quarters; but even if all the
trades were to unite in supporting the prin-
ters against their employers, the money
thus expended might be used in & manner
which would ultimately tend in a much
greater degree to their advantage. It is
suggested, therefore, that as the master
printers have shown themselves so illiberal
towards their men, these lattershonld hasten
by means of co-operation to dispense with
them altogether. The printersave of course
aware of the diflicultics that must be over-
come before so ambitious a scheme can be
realized ; but such an enterprise is not with-
out precedent—as there actually coxists at
Leipzig, n successful co-operative printing
ostablishment.

‘ —ATT- O AT
' THE DURHAM FRANCHISE ASSO-
CL'TTON AND MANHOOD SUF-
FRAGE.

The Durham Franchise Association has
issned the following circular addressed to
non-electors :—

Gentlemen,—The enthusiastic reception
the franchise question has met with during
the last threc months encourage us to
make an appeal to you, by cireular, in or-
der (if pussible) o sccure your assistance
in obtaining the reduction of the franchise
to manhood. This broad, Dbut just and
equitable extension of the franchise is the
only one that can give pormanont satisfac-
tion to the working classes of this country.
Therefore, we hope and trust that this ap-
peal fo you will be eniinently successful.
The doctrine we preach aud teach is, that
every man wlho has aitained the age of 21
years, and who is sound in mind and not
tuinted with crime, vught to exercise the
richt of voting in the clection of Parlia-
mentary representatives.  Up to the pres-
ent moment of time, the middle and upper
classes have systomatically excluded mil-
lions of workingmen from the enjoyment
of the franchise ; whilst they, the wenlthy
non-producers, have arrogated to them-
selves the voting power, which every Engy,
lishiman ought to enjoy anl exercise as his |
birthright.  They allege that such right
does not belong to us, beeanse we hiave no

stake in the country’s weliare, and, theve-
fore, ought not to Liave the franchise ; ifi
so, why not give us some stake in our,
country by giving ns the franchise ! for if |
they give us the right, we shall alse receive
a corresponding amount of responsibility,
for right and responsibility invariably ac-
company each other. . Others allego tlmt!
we are too ignorant to oxercise the  fran- |
chise. If the statement weve as true as it
is false, even then the objection would have
no foree, because an educational standard
Lhias not yet been set up for any otherclass

in the community.  But supposing we

wre
tooignorant, to whow must we attach the

blame ! To our forefathers, who were
compellad to force theiv children at an carly
age into dark and dangerovs mine o fac-
tory, in order to gain wn hwnest living,
thus excluding then from ceven the rudi-
ments of a cool cducation ! ar must the
blame be aitached to oue rader<, who allow-
cd capitalists to keep our children at work
thirteen, fourtosn, and cven tifteen hours
per day, and who still rcluse to make satbis.
factory provision for their ednestional ve-
quirements ! Further, if we are too iu-
norant to vote, we ought to be too ignorant
to work, too ignorant to pay taxes, to obey
the laws which others make and enforce.
They also allege that if workingimmen had
tho franchise, ‘‘all the safcgnards to hife
and property would be swept away,” ¢ that
the working classes would become more
discontented and dangerouns,”™ ‘that we
should soon have civil discord and anarchy.”
Such are the wild dreams and fancies of
those who ave opposed to the enfranchise-
ment of the luboring classes, whilst history
irvefragably demonstrates the contrary.
The immortal Cromwel was brought to the
fore by an attempt to contract the people’s
liberty. Amecrica was mduced to declave
her independence because England attempt-
ed to enforce taxation without representa-
tion. Other instauces wmight be guoted,
showing most lucidly and forcibly that the
broader the basis of our constitution, the
safer it must necessarily become. Prior to
the ReformsAct of 1867, there were scaresly
onc million electors in the United King-
doni, That Act more than doubled the

number of electors, and yet we have not
witnessed civil discord and anarchy.
¢ Paxation without representation is tyran-
ny,” said the great Earl of Chatham, and
Lord John Russel endorsed. his opinion
when introducing the Reform Bill in 1831
he remarked :—“ That the ancient consti-
tution of our country declares that no man
shall be taxed for the support of the State
who has not by himsclf or his representa-
tive consented to the imposition of the
tax,” and yet, strange as it may seem, it
is a fact that the great majority of the Eng-
lish people arc not represented, yet they
are compelled to pay taxes. Until the
last Reform DBill became law, there were
less than one million electors in the United
Kingdom, and cven now therc are only
2,440,234 eleetors out of a population of
31,638,789, or one voter to cvery thirtecen
persons. These figures include both wo-
men and children. But after deducting
24,000,000 from the agyregate as ineligible
voters, we have still 7,000,000 eligible
voters, if the frauchise were reduced to
wanhood suftfrage. Therefore the impor-
tance of the present agitation for an exten-
sion of the franchise to manhood suf-

frage is intensified when we remember,

that the whole of this extra power will be
placed in the hands of the working classes.
The following are the interests at present
represented in the House of Commons :—
The fighting interest, the aristocratic inter-
ost, the ofticial interest, the land interest,
the money interest, the railway intcrest,
the legal interest, the literary and scientific
interest, manufacturors, &e., shipbuilders,
&ec., shipowners, &e., coalowners, &c., iron
masters, &c., in fact every interest but the
labor interest. Then under the present
system of representation, how can you ex-
peet anything else but shameful class legis-
Iation? XNo wonder that workingmen are
sent to gaol for leaving work without notice,
while, at the same time employers who dis-
charge men without notice escape scot free.
No wonder that Criminal Law Amendment
and Conspiracy Acts (specially directed
against workingmen), disgrace our statute
books. No wonder that dock laborers are

, turned adrift by hundreds, and that many

men whonever did anything toimprovetheir
country are pensioned off’ at the age of 40
yoars, and cven under 40, to the sum’ of
some thousands of pounds per anmum, At
the present time, the great bulk of wealth
producers—the hardy sons of toil, are a
political nonentity, while thoso who con-
sume and squander the produce of laber,

.

-
enjoy and exercise cvery political rizht
whatever.  In conclusion, we would wurge
you to take an increased interest in the
present agitation for Manhood Suflrage,
discuss the «uestion in your local Jodges,
by your firk-sides, and at your work, seek
all the information your can, and never
rest satisfied until the glorious day shall
dawn. when the masses of the people shall
expericnee a full and complete political
ermcipation, by being put in possession of
IManhond Sutfrage.
Jony Prireuann, President.
—
A DIET OF LEATHER, IROX, FFLT,
ETC.

Some physiologist has been giving a eon-
teinporary the result ot some investigations
and calculations in this field of diet.  His
statements are curious enough :—

When we pour milk into a cup of tea,the
albumen of the milk, and the tannin of the
tea instantly unite and form leather, or
minute fakes of the very same compound
which is produced in the texture of the
tanned hide, and which makes it leather,
as distinguished from the original skin.
In the course of “a year a tea-“rinker of
average habits will have imbibed leather
enough to make a pair of shoes, if it could
be put into’ proper shape for the purpose.

A great many things go into the mouth.
That is not an original remark. We have
seen it somewhere.  But it is an alarming
fact. We drink, every one of us, a pair of
boots a year. Wo curry enough iron in
our blood constantly to make a horse-shoe.
We have clay enongh in our frames to
make, if properly separated and baked, a
dozen good-sized bricks, We eat at least
a peck of dirt a month—no, that is not teo
‘laryge an estimate, The man who careless-
ly tips a glass of lager into his stemach
little reflects that he has begun the manu-
facture of hats, yet such is the case.  The
malt of the beer assimilates with the chyle
and forms a sort of felt, the very same scen
so often in hat factories; but not being in-
stantly utilized, it is lost. Still further, it
is estimated that the bones in every adult
person require to he fed with lime enough
to make a marble mantel every eight
months.

To sum up, we have the following as-
tounding aggregate of articles charged to
account of physiology, to keep every poor
shack on his feet for three-score years and
ten :(—

Men’s shocs, 70 years, 1 pr. per year, 70 prs.
Horse-shoes, 70 years, at 1 a month,

as our arterial system rencws its

blood ¢every new moon, 840 shoes,
Bricks, at 12 per seven years, 120 bricks.
Hats, not less than 14 a year, 980 hats.
Mantels, 11 o year, 105 mantels.

Here we are surprised to observe that
we eat as many shoes as we wear, and a
sufficient number of hats to supply » large
family of hoys; thav we float in our bleod
vessels horse-shoes enough to keep a span
of grays shod all the while; that we carry
in our animated clay bricks enough to build
a modern fire-place, and in our bones mar-
ble enough to supply our neighbors with
mantels, e have not figured on the soil,
at the rate of a peck a month, but it is safe
to say that the real estate that a heavty
eater masticates und swallows in the course
of a long and eventful career would amount
to sowmething worth having, if sold, like
the corner lots on Statc street, at §2,000
per front foot.—Phrenological Jowrnul.

The Wi Hark, cor. of Yonge & Eln sts.,
is conducted on the good ol Xnglish style, by
Bell Belmont, late of London, Eng., who las
made the ahove the most popular resurt of
the city. The bar is most elegantly decorated,
displaying both judgment and taste, and is
pronounced to be the ¢ Prince of Bars.”” Tt
is mller the sole control of Mrs. Emma Bel-
mont, who is quite capable of discharging the
Quties entrusted to her, The spacions billiard
room is managed by H. Vosper; and the ut-
most courtesy: is displayed by every one con-
nected with this establishment. Adv.

sziy~ For Book and Job Printing, go to
the ONTARIO WORKMAN Office, 124 Bay
| Street. - . i




