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Corsica. The aggregate length of working lines

iven in the tahle is 5,105 miles, and this does not
suclude a number of short lines laid” in ‘différent
parts ' of the world,  nor those’ laid by Felten &
Gailleaume, of Cologne, amiounting ti more than
1,000 miles. Oné line has heen'laid 13 ‘years, five
have heen laid 11 years, four 10 years, and ‘others
ghorter periods. =~ -~ - -~ - '

o Biscellunenus,

PUBLIC DRINKING FOUNTAINS.

. The Metropolitan Association has been instru.
miental in the erection of nearly eighty fountains,
The number is lurge, but the mouths are wany.
Others bésides the 'positively poor will occasion-
ally satisfy thirst by drinking from a fountain
which has a fair and attractive appearance. Clerks
and others, of & somewhat superior grade, and par-
ticularly young people of almost all ¢lasses, relish
a draught of cleir, cold water in the heat of the
day. 'T'hese eighty fountains are planted in. the
midst of three millions of people, and Mr. Gurney’
states that not less than a quarter of a million of
peraons drink of them daily during the heat of the
year. But must we coneider the remaining two
millions and three-quarters indifferent to the lim-
pid tricklings of these beneficient institutions? If
we calcalate that one-third of the metropolitan
populaticn are of an age, statis, and moade of life
which may render a public drinking fountain oe-
casionally aceeptable to the individual, we find that
at the rate of water drnking alvendy observed the
matropolis ought to have 320 fountains instead of
80. Then there are the cattle, and of coursre the
dogs. Inregard to the latter thera is the * [Iume
for lost and Ssarving Dogs ;”’ but Mr. Gurney has
a special regard for the *‘ thiraty”” ones. When
we remember what hydrophobia means, our very
selfishness may be quickened with philantrophy,
and we may feel the importance of satisfying even
the thirsty cur, 8o as to leasen the risk of vur being
bitten by that worse than aa Indian tiger—a
“ mad dog.” 1Itis hard to imagine how much the
inferior creation may suffer from thirst in oar arid
streets during the hent and drought ‘of summer.
The spectacle presented by oar horaued cattle, -and
even by the poor helplesa sheep, as they are driven
through our streets when the weather is fur from
cool, 13 often anything but creditable to -vur eivil-
isation, - Mr. ‘Gurney says that,**‘ the provision
made for the relief of the sufferings of cattle and
dogs from thirst falls far shors of what is required,”
and we van readily believe it. Nor is it cunsistent
with the public safety to igonore the fact. Thirst
and fever are almust synonymous, and a mad bull
is’even ‘worse th «n'a 'mad ‘d’rx , while the sufferings
of cattle befure they aré killed may account for the
deteriorated appearance so often presented by our
beef and mutton, ahd which is in striking contrast
with the tempting-lovking juints to beseen in the
shops of provincial butchers.— English Pupér. l

"; [If drinking fountains such as above describéd
could be established in all. our cities and populous
towns'in Canada, they would prove a great conve-

nience as. well a8 comfort to_thirsty pagsers-by, and
would serve the cause of temperance and morality
more perhaps. than almost-any other simple inati-
tution, Multitudes during our warm gummer daye
are drawn to the taverns to’ procure wherewith to
slake their thirst, who ‘would.otherwise, if such
fountains wero provided, abstain from the intoxicat-
ing cup. . Could not our municipal .authorities' of
towns- wherein. water-works exist, have sinmiple
water-taps placed in shaded nooks around our market
places, and along our principal thorovghfares ; and
80 as to seoure a clean glass and a pleasant drink
at oll times, place such taps in:care of aged or in-
firm individuals, who might charge « cent a drink
to all persons able to pay—thus effecting a public
good, and affording an honest livelihood to such
us would otherwise be dependant upon the chari-
table public for a subsistence. Where water-works
are not iu existence, public pumps might be estab-
lished under similar regulations to those above -
suggested.—Ep. JoURNAL.] o

The Big Treeca of Californiae - .

Let us walk upon vhe ** big tree” stump! You
see it is perfectly smooth, sound and level. Upon
this stump on the 4th of July, thirty-two persons
were engaged -in dancing four-sets ot cotillions at
one time, without suffering any inconvenience whas-
ever, and besides these there were musicinns and
lookers on. - e R

Across the solid wood of this stump, five feet and
a balf from the ground, (now the bark is remuved,
which was from fifteen to eighteen inches in thick-
ness), measures tweaty-five feet, and with tlie bark
twenty-eight- feet. - Think for- a- moment; the
stump of 2 tree exceeding nine yards in diameter,
and sound to-the very center. . This tree employed
five men for tweaty-two days in-felling it, not by
chopping.it down, -but by boring-it-off ‘with pump
augers, ~ After the stem was fairly severed from
the stump, the: uprightness of -the tree, and the
breadth. of its base austained -it in’ its pusition.
To accomplish- the feat of throwing it over, about
two and a half days were spent in inserting wed-
ges dnd driving them in by the butts of trees, until
at Jast, the noble monarch of the forest was forced
to tremble, and then tu fall, after braving “ the
battle aind breeze’” of nearly three thousand years.
—This noble tree was three hundred and two feet
in height, and ninety-six feet in circumforence at .
the groand. - - - o e

A sheirt distance from the above lies the prostrate
and majestic body of the ** Father of the Foreer,”
the largest tree of the whole group, balf buried in
the soil. . This tree measares in - ciroumferénce at
the roots, oue hundred and ten - feet:- It is two
hundred feet to the first branch. By -the trees
that were broken off when' this-tree buwed its
proud head in its fall, it is estimated that when
standing it could not 'have:been less than four
hundred and thirty-five feet in -height. - Three
hundred feet from the roots, where it was brokea
off by strikiniz against another tree, it is eighteen
feetin diaﬁlet,er.'—‘Hutchm'f Wonders of. California.



