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Trade Union Membership
One Big Union and Other National Units Made Rapid Strides
International Organizations More Than Held Their Own-Oil
But Montreal Leads among Cities - Over Ten Millions P

I NTERNATIONAL labor organizations made progress in
Canada in 1919, in spite of the advent of the "one big

union"; the non-international bodies and independent units,
in fact, show losses. Another feature of the year was the
progress of the national Catholic unions in the province of
Quebec. These facts are brought out in the ninth annual
report on labor organization in Canada, for the year 1919,
which has just been issued by the Department of Labor, at
Ottawa.

The figures given in the report show that trade union
membership in the Dominion has reached the highest point
recorded since the department commenced the publication
of these annual reports in 1911, the total reported member-
ship for all classes of labor bodies in Canada at the close of
the year 1919 being 378,047. There are in all 2,847 local
branch unions in the Dominion, of which 2,309 are affiliates
of international organizations, comprising 260,247 members,
an increase over 1918 of 412 branches and 58,815 members;
325 local branches with 33,372 members are connected with
what are termed non-international bodies, these figures show-
ing a loss of seven branches and of 4,556 members; 29 are
independent units, a decrease of 16, and the reported mem-
bership was 1,249 less than that reported in 1918; the na-
tional Catholie unions number 83, comprising a membership
of 35,000; the one big union reported 101 units with a mem-
bership of 41,150. These figures show a gain of 573 in local
branches of all classes of labor bodies operating in Canada,
and the remarkable increase in membership of 129,160.

Rapid Increase in Membership

The membership of all classes of organized labor in
Canada, as reported to the department for the past nine
years, has been as follows:-
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Trade Union Membership by Provinces
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