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FIRE P'REVEFNTO- ORGAYIZATION

An Addrega Delivered B.er. the. Convention of Fire Chiefs
at Calgary. Akta., Assaut 19th te 22nd

By A. C, CÂMNiEo
GAi.!, Firv Departm.ent, Osawa, ontario

H AVE always had great faith i lu ire preveritien, or what
A rnay' b. term.4d "carefulies,» and with tis tin mind,

wbien appointed chief, 1 iminidately set te work and dratted
a fwarnendmenits We our local lire prjevention by-laws wih
wçere pasised by our city couricil. Onie was that the. use of
iron rereptucles for the. destruction ef al] refuse tin the. tire
lirnitz.,v aý; net to b. left burning after business heurs. 1
auj pleaed te say that we have net iiad one lire in two yeaft

caue by trming refuse being left te blow lu fences and]
buiIingý' and set tire tu saine as fornierly. Now w. have

th~ b.lawit is up te the. tire department te set tiiat this
reetci, purrhased and kept ln proper condition for use

at ai] iiii., This was followed by an inspection of ail
buildings and basement, lii the lire limits andi the. conditions
I founti thinga in, with regard te tire preventien, were cern-
paratlveiy ridiculous. In several cases it was almost li-
possile4 t(, go tiirough sorne ot thie basinent. hecause ot
pilie> et'oo paper, rags, boxes anti ashes.

Inpcinbrought about a great dlean-up ef ail such
pliaeti> and 1 aise wvis--h te state that we inspectei all ehlm-
11eys, furnlices andi turuiace pipes. Thts kept the. tinsiniths
going fr- a fewv days. W. aise .,uggested thre. new furnaces,
te replace tiie old oee, which were instailed ti Decezaber,
lu every case, where ai place was tound inl a very defective
state, àt &a, fllowed up every twvo or tii'.. day. until tii...
condiitiorns were remnedieti. At thii point we startedi te re-
duce the. nuniber oft tires, wntii. business mien began te
reaive that oui' intentions were geeti along tii.,. lines, aud
lu the! ofin 1118 wve arrwngeti wlth the. editor ef eur
local papier te aýssist us in oui' effert, te prevent fires. The.
edltor, belug a popuiar citizen, and representlng an iniluen-
tiai paper, rend.red us great assistance, inasmucii as he pur-
itted the, free use ef a portion ef it,; colwrnrs lu which tu
sugeit certain thingu lu the way ef tire prevention te the.
,puie, w-ich w. effeeted each week. In this way we brouglt
about a feeuing ef carefuluess lu every factory, store andi
private dwuling, and by August, 1918, w. bati things i-
Prevlnig very nicely. Wiien the. inauranco und.i'wrlters raised
our rates, this offset thilnts for a whil,, but in a t.w days
c' convmntion was h.ld tin Toronto aud a tire prevention
bureau formud. This via feilowed lix the. erranlation 01

tiiing ln tirst-clas, condition aud we know tha»t ths car
tiens stili prevail, as w. give thora an uflexpected call ev
week. I here' must admit that oui' great sudCess thi uS mnf~
in tihe way et tire preventien, has been brought about throi
Our local league. The. folewing lu a cepy et the agreem
the. citizens have signet:-

"We, the. undersiguiet, hereby agi'.. te become merub
ef the Oshawa Branch ef the. Ontario Fil'. Prevention Leag
and lu se doiug promise te live up te the requirements of s
league in every respect. It will lie our duty te off., ev
assistance lu our' power te pretect Oshawa prop.rties agai
tir-e. This, w. agree te do, firs-by placing oui' own prope
li t s near a firepreet state as possible, andi, secendly-
. ssistiug oui' ueighbors te do likewise, sud we agree te
port any ene neglectlng te perferm the above duties in
way et fire protection."

1 feel sure tint they are ail living upi te it. Ieau e
jutige the. gooti werk it i. deing by the, reductien of fires
onie-third et what tiiey we'. lu 1917, aud the. reporta vii
tii. tire department recelve from members .very few di1
informing theai that soin. individual ia net living up ta
requiremeuts of tii. league. Ail reports from members
kept strictly conlldiential andi the. wrongdeer wenders 'q
we get wise te what la golng on, se quickly.

Qrganization

The organisation as w, have it consists ef tue tire
partnient, beard et trade and school bourd, baceed up
oui' city counicil andi public-spirited citizeus.

I may say that the power of suggestion te tue publie
tire preventien lies wituin the. walls et oui' asseciati
Wiiat I mneau by this; la that tue lire chief niakes a real stt
(if tire tlghting anti tire prevention, whicii is net thougiit
by tue average individual andtinl this way as su organi
tien possessing tht, great power sud knowledge whtiii
enable ita menibers te pias it on, tiii'ugii tue local fii'.,
partmenta, te tihe citizens of oui' country. We miust ex
great resuits tin the. future along the bines of lire preventi,

Iu rny hmbl, opinion te acceaiplish wiiat we are wai
ing for, tiiere sheulti b. the -niesest co-operatien pouah
between our asoitinad the. fir. narshal. With this
can accempliaii muah. I admuit that wo have hati great ai
cess lu the lire preventipu inovement, but net te tihe ext4
sien that 'w. have forgetten eur duty as a lire deparbu.
lnasniuci as w. have oui' tire drill every twe weeks, aud
Âpril we add.ti ta oui' equipment one. 40 horse-power mal
truck, vite wiii accommrodute 1,1010 te.t of hose, 6 ni
.qulpped vlth ladders. axes, basi, lanterris, play pipes a
cheiiecala. Wlth them we pse a fatir feeling ef preparq
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