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THE CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE.

powers, had succeeded in uniting nine-
tenths of the nation hgainst the Pur-
itans and the remains of the Parlin-
ment. Cromwell Janded from Milford
in August 1649. When he landedd Ton-
donderry and Dublin were almost the
only places held for the Parliament,and
a huge wave of Iusurréction seemed
about to cfface the Anglo-Saxon and
Scottish scttlemenits. The campaign
that followed had been misdeseribed by
worshippers of brute force, like Carlyle.
and by passionate writers of the con-
quered race, and it had been depicted
as a ecrles ol blood massacres, the just
punlshment of atroclous deeds, or as
the fanatical orgie of a Irunitless
tyrant. This was a complete perver-
sion of fact, and Cromwell’s conduct in
Ireland had yet to be judged Impartial-
Iy by a candid historian and by a com-
petent thinker on war. No doubt he
was a stern and severe conqueror ; no
doubt they twrned their cyes away from
Wexford and Drogheda ; no doal:t Crom-
well and his m-cngiug host regarded
Celtic Papists as accured idolators drip-
ping with the carnage ot 1641 and to
he trodpon under feoot like the doomed
tribes of Palestine were crushed af the
bidding of the L.ord, but when he set
foot in Ireland he had to deal with
a mation in armed and furious revolt.
which had a country difticult In the
extreme to penetrate. The experiences
of previous Irish, wars had shown Lhat
under conditions like these it was es-
sential to strike hard at once, and ihe
peculiarities of the Irish climate, fatal
in the seventeenth century tio British
troops., made it necessary to avoid the
inland districts, and, if possible, to ob.
tain Immediate success. Tiese consid-
erations cxpiained bis deeds in Treland.
He was piiiless and inexorable, but he
acted upon a iar-sighted policy, and
hls generaiship was bold, deccided, and
brillant. His severity at Drogheda, he
told them himself, was calculated “to
preveat the effusion of blood.” Just as
Villars deliberately starved Fribourg,
just as the garrison of Pampeluna
would have ben put to the sword had
it not yiclded to the summons of Wel-
lington. The massacre at Wexford, too
was plainly an accident, but, be that
as it mihgt, It and the sack of Magde-
burg were military operations ably de-
signed to terrify and put down a nat.
fonal rising, and to prevent rulaoas
marches in & country of wastes, where
roads and supplics were alike want.
ing, and where soldiers perished from
all kinds of dlsecase. These measurers
werce compictely successful.  Irelamd
was thorouhgly subducd in a few
months, and, if ¢nds were ty he obtain-
ed by means in wiar Cromwell was just.
tiffed by that single circumstance. As
for his strategy In the contesti on «
whole, it was well conceived and, in-
deed, exceilent ; he eontinunlly ciung to
his flect amd the coast, and did ont
march inland until he had crushed his
enemy, and, like Marlborough and Wel.
ltngton, and he would add Wolseley,
he showed that he understood the value

of the sea as liis base, a truth never
to he  forgottwn Dby DBritish  chiefs.
Cromwell them retuaned to England
and in the battle of Dunvar overthrew
Leslie and Hamilton, ard completed his
conquest of the thiee Kingdoms. Crom-
well had most of the gifts of famous
chicfs—imagination, judgment, ad.
ministrative power, the faculty of com-
mand in the highest degree. resoliu-
tion, boldness, and, above all, insight
and readiness in the ficld of hattle. Had
he hid the training of Turennc or Conde
he probabiy. might have equalled both;
but Cromwell never liked war auti he
he had passed his  fortieth year. He
way a great military genius; he ex-
hibited the gifts of a true strategist
in his campaign in Ireland; and he
would have crushed Charles in a few
months had he held from the first the
p.ace of Bssex.  As a tractifcan he stood
in the foremost rank, deficient as he
might be in routine. He had preemin-
ently the skill to which the victories
of the seventeeth century were muinly
due. He always seized the oceasion
when his horsemen could be launched
forward with powerful effecet and the
always kept a reserve in hand to fol-
low up and assurc success. liis great-
est achievement as a chief, however,
wis the organisation of his renowned
Army. His capacity in this respect
wis wounderful, and he unquestionably
fashioned an instrument of war of
strength and tempter so compugtic aml
f.awless that England had ncever pos-
sessed its equal,

Major-General  Moncrieff  said that
they had a clear and graphie descrip-
tion of the ilfe of that grealt Euglish-
anaa, Cromwell, as a soldier, and it
was quity elear to them that his suc-
cess as a soldier was due to his
thoroughly well organised soldiers and
tiseinlined  commanders, and Lo the
way in which he kept his reserves in
hand to commpicte his victories.

NAPOLEON AT ST. HELENA.

As the memory of “‘Napoleon the Little”
divs out the culte of Napolecon the (reat
scems Lo revive, and new books illustrat-,
ing or reflecting his career are as much
sourhi after as if his. biographies did not
in themselves constitute a library.

Ia this connection a rather curious hook
has lately been published in Paris, entitled
“Napoleon a Sainte-Helend. Rapports of-
ficiels du Baroa Sturmer, Commissaire du
Gouvernement Autrichien. Par Jacques St,
Cere et H. Sehlitter.” M. St. Cere says, in
the avant-propos, “The documents given
in this volume have been published in Vien-
ua, by H. Schlitter, with the authorization
of th* Austrian Government.
found in the secret avehives of the Imperi-
al Court at Viennu, a collection which con-
tains 80 many documents of the highest
thistorical and which  has—=
withi a Jiberality the editor wonld like to
sce imitated elsewhere~Dbeen nlaced at the
disposition of those engaged in literary in-
vestigatiom.” M. St. Cere, therefore, trans-
lated H. Schlitter's work into French, be-

importan.ce,

They were’

lieving that it would intercet Frenchmen,
and be @ real contribution to the history

of Napoleon.

The appointment of commissioners of the
Allicd Powers to certify to the sale-keep-
ing of Napoleon in St. Heicna arose in this
fwise : Prince Metternich, having writiten
from Paris to the Austrian Emperor that
Bonaparte was on board the English line-
of-battle &hip, a prisoner, and that they
might henceforth hope for peace, was re-
plied to by Francis, in an autograph letter,
on the very sume day, declining to be sat-
isficd that prace was yet guaranteed. Fran-
cis gives his reasons for uneasiness, stat-
ing, amnong other things, that although the
Fremch had lost confidence in Bonaparts
they etill greatly feared him, and that
no confidence to De placed in the
French Bourbon government. In fact, the
Austrian Emperor saw all sorts of dangers
80 long as there was a possibility of a
return like that from Elba. However, aiter
various propositions,—on: of which wap
imade by Lord Liverpool, to the effecd,
{that Louis XV1II. should take Bonaparto
and have him shot,—the convention of Aug-
wst 2, 1815, provided that the “Imperial
Courts of Russia and Austria, as well as
the Royal House of Prussia, should appoint
commissioners whoo should proceed to the
place of detention fixed by his Britannic
Majisty Jor the detention ol Napoleon
Bomaparte,”™ to “ussurc themselves of the

wias

presence im such place of ilie said Boua-
parte, but being in no way respousibie
for the manuer of his detention,~—la lacon
donc le prisonnier sera garde.” ln confor-
mity with this article, Baron Sturmer was
nominated the Austrian cowmmissioner. e
wus ordered to  bave no  communication
with the ex-Emperor or his suite ; but the
instructions of the other commissioners.
capecially of Count Balmain, on the part of
Kussia, who were more iiberal and looked
to persounl reception. The commissioners
arrived in St. Helena in June, 1816, and it
once that ¥ir Hudson Lowe
should give them the opportunity of per-
somaily assuring
cuce ol Bonaparte upon the island. bLu.
Napoleon absolutely refused to receive the
commissioners in their official character.
They had interviews with Bertrand, Mon-
tholon, aud Gourgaud, and s me of thewm
met Bomuparte unofficially, Lui not Stur-
mer 3 but their position was fer from agree
able, for they had mothing to do officiaily.
and only to cool their heels in this oult-
ol-the-way spot, pick up goussip, and write
it home. Sturmer's letters to Prince AMet
terpich form the staple of this book in
yquestion. Some of
the newspapers say, quite “fit for publica-
tion,” but most of the gossip is harmiess.
Still, it is curious as showing the feelings
as well as  the manners of the period, anl
therefore porthy of being read by those
interested in ‘choses  Napoleonicnnes; ™
Most histories do not mention the exist -
eaee of such commissioners at all.

demanded

themselves of the pres-

the matter is not, as

At Jast, in October, 1817, the fussy di-
plomat was relieved from his banishment,
to his great delight, Prince Metternich hav-
ing represented to the Austrian Emperos
that *“the sending of a commissioner to St.
Helena, whiclh the political situation had
rendered necessary in 1815, was, on ac-



