"““has enly his sword, no land nor gold, but be is

THE HEARTHSTONE.

girls,and will I am sure make your homes

loved him in life, I love bim in death; we

happy onc.” ) . | bave never parted, and we never shall, Wwil-
Sir Richard replied with the suavity, which | llam Hamilton is as verily my husband to-day,

to him became o second nature, in the presence
of Lady Hamilton, and he thanked her for- the
kindness she had shown to-the twin girls whom
he chose to denominate children ; he by no
meane cared for the patrissrchal charscter of
Gmndfather,

“You have no doubt scen nnd learned so
much in your long wanderings, that you will
make us poor stay at homes court your socicty,
in order that we may cnjoy at second hand,
the wonders youn bave seen in flood and ficld.”

Here was the opportunity Le had sought, but
the children were in the room, and if they had

not been, his tongue clove to the roof of his |

mouth ; s she spoke and smiled she was every
moment becoming more and more like the Isa-
bel Douglas he so loved and longed to see, and
with the likeness to her old self, came the con.
viction, stinging like a-barbed arrow, that with
him she would never wed.,

« I dont kuow,” continued the Lady, ¢ if your
daughter Agnes has had time to tell you, that
she is with the approval of her father, the af-

-this very hour, as he was when he last clnqped
my hand in his, 1 could not, if I would;be your
wife
It was answered, ho rose to his feet, and
drawing himself up to his full height, he stood
for scveral seconds logking down upon her
with a withering stare, a8 if he would
annihilate her where shesat ; she saw, and met
his guzo with a fecling hulf sorrow, balf sur-
rine.
i « Lady lamilton, farewell, when wo meet
&gain, you will suc to me, and 1 shall do even
as I have been done by
He was gone, and the gentle Lady he left re-
tired to her dormitury to give thanks and praise
to Gud, who in her youth had saved her from
becoming the wife of Richurd Cuninghame;
and to pray earncstly for the poor mun who
never prayed for himself,
The glory of the setting sun shone on moun-
tain pesk and rocky height around the old
Castle, shining on the tree tops like hurnished

fianced bride of Arthur Lindsay, whom yon saw
__with my sister last night at Jlnddon Castle, he

of nable hload, good and true,”

# No," replivd Sir Richard, 4 I was not aware
of any such engngement, and to tell the truth,
I louk upon such an armugement, ns very pre-
mature, the girl is o mere child, she has only
sed her fitteenth year by o few months, her
cuent is not suficiently formed to enable
her o decide upon the man who is to make or
war her happiness for Jife

4 You are right so far,” returned Lady Ha-
milton,” yet I have known a marringe formed
at even that carly age s most blessed one,” as
she spoke her dark eyelashes fell on her chesk
now whitened to marble, while her lips became
scarlet, und trembled with ill suppressed emo-
tivn,

« 1fthey are sincerely attached to ench other,”
replivd the gentleman, €it will be no punish-

gold, und lighting up the twll, spire of
the mnusoleum  where the forefathers of
Sir Willinm  MHamiltun  slept the quiet

sleep Qod giver to the holy dend ; Margaret
Humilton was laid there in her young beauty,
and it was her mother's wont at sunset to go
out on the balcony attached to her houdoir to
look at the place where her dead child lay, ere
the shades of evening had wrapt it round.

The evening of the day on which Sir Rich-
ard Cuninghume paid her his last visit she
sought the balvony at the usnal hour, but her
thoughts were concentruted on her husband,
and looking towards the mausoleum her feel-
ings shaped themselves into words, us if he
who slept g0 soundly boneath the waves of the
Mediterranean Sea could hear her and com-
prehend what she said while she stood gazing
on the burial pluce of his forcfathers.

% No, Willinm Hamiltou, not to be Queen of
England would 1 forego my right to clusp your
baud, nnd touch your hair in the high heavens,

neent for them to wait a year or two; unless | far better I love your memory, your sea-wet
something unlooked for occurs, | will of course | hair, than Sir Richard Cuninglinme and all his
satiction an engugement approved by her fa- | lands as they stretch from the hills to the sea;
ther ;s to his means, that is o matter of little | nay more, far more, the sweet memory of thee
consequence, Agnes will have cnough  for | and thine 1 love better, better fur, than all my

both,”

The glauee of Lady Hamiltons eye, and her
thishime cheek told him, that Lis Inst remarks
L mindei avourable impression on his hearer,
they were alone, he would follow it up, her
white cheek, her dreamy eyes seeinad to tebl
him be would be unstecessful, but he must try,
it was w cast for the happiness he had once
thrown nwny, amd which he wonld now give
waorkds if they were hig, to possess once more,

Alas, nlas, on her fiat was hanging the hap-
piness ormisery of more than one,

He approached the Jow fuutewil where she
sa, and Teaning on the velvet covered mantel
shelfy louked down on her with eyes so full of
love and admiration, that had she but raised
Lier eyes, his tale was told without speech,

Sir Richard Cuninglinme was a handsome
man for his age, gentlemanly, even courtly
withal, and that hic could woy and win, Isabel
Donglas newd not be told,

« Liiy Hamilton,” said he, # will you for one
half hour accord to me the liberty to call you
Ly your Christinn name 7"

# No, Sir Richard,” was the quick reply.
¢ T'o what end would old people like you and
1 address cach other as we did in our child-
hood. The name Willinm Hamilton gave e
when I was his bride is the sweetest I have
ever known, dear to ear and heart. There are
troubled waters flowing round my Christian
nume, young as I was when I resigned it, that
never cumie near the name of Hamilton, ~ Call
me Ly that name; I have borne it for nearly
torty years.”

Fool thet he was not to have stopped there ;
but lie was & gold worshipper, and he read the
licart of the pure woman befure him from his
own standpoint,

# Perhnps 1 mn telling you what you already
Lnow, when 1 say that within the last thirty
years my lunds have stretched their border
down to the sea; the gold T could count by
lundreds previous to my uncle's, Sir John
Baldwin's, death, 1 can count by thousands
now ; one of the finest houses in Aberdeen is
mine by the same inheritance for nineteen
years back, and 1 am able to furnish it in vel-
vet and gold, should she whom 1 love desire it
80; that my old habits are all gone, I need only
ask you to look on my face aud frame.”

As he spoke, e bent over her, and endea-
vourced to take her hund in his; but instantly.
her chair was pushed back, and her hands
crossed on her hosom ; -his courage nearly fail-
ed him, but agnin he thought of his wealth, his
Innds and gold, he was reassured and he went

n. o

: Lady Hamilton, I have come here for the
secotnl timey to nsk you to be mistress of Had-
don Castle, to spend my gold for me. It will
e all your own ;- you can do - what seemeth
goud to you with it all, no one to say, “What
dovst thou.” : -

She never looked for this, and for the mo-
ment ghe was so astonished she could not an-.
Hweoer, .

ey silence seemed to him the consent he
would give soul and  bady to buy, and putting
his hand on her shoulder, so lightly ag scarcely
10 touch it, and yet that Jight touch thuilled to
his very heart, he said in a veice itremulous
with emotion : i

& Isabel, I have Joved you with an undying
love since 1 was sixteen yenars old, I have kiss-.
cd the moss you sat upon, embraced the tres
you Jeant agninst, the fiend who  watches for
the souls of inen alone made 3we, the. wretch
you cast frum you; while 1 plighted my vows
1o another, your image cnme between me, and
1y bride at God's Altar, and in-those cightecn
yenrs men thought me. dead, 1.sut in solitude
and wou, thinking and dreaming alone of, Iso~
bel, I have not intruded loo;carly on your.
sorrow 3 you have had -cighteen long years to
mourn your dead.  Yon can.muke me a good
man or a fiend, a blegsing or.n, c,ursc:" Sy L

He stopped spenking, and knelt withi elasped
hiunds before her, awaiting the words which
were to #peak his dovm. . .

& Richard Cuninghame, your words have
amnde me n more swfrowful woman than ever 1
thought to be in this world again ;. but I could
nut marry you were you to offer mo the wen.lfh
of the Indies; 1tore yonr mage from my heart in

1hg dewp green furast of Invermalden, my tears
falfing down like rain ; none but my Guardian
Angel and myself knows what it cost me in
my vy gislhood cre 1 was myself again, and
1I¢ to whomn the record of my tears was brought

kith and kin

She leaned on the balustrade, and pressed
her hands on her eyes, us if she wounld shut out
the dizzling glory of the setting sun; the
hours passed on, bnt she knew it not j—Isabel
Douglas wus a happy girl aguin, wandering
under the spreading saugh trees ou  the shore
of Loch Lomond, hier hands clasped in hand-
some Willinme Hamilton's, while with down-
cast eyes she listoned to the sweet old words
that ar¢ new every time they are spoken, she
heard the ripple of the waters as they came
Jow and-light on the golden sands at her feet,
and hier lover’s voice went out on the silent air
soft aud clear,

“ | have neither holdings or land in store to
give my love, but Isabel, you shall share with
me inmy father’s halls what my fathers have
shared with their loves. 1 cannot deck
thee with gems of pomp and pride, but
you shall wenr in your own bright hair the
bluebell on the mountain top, and your step

.on the hill shall be as stutely aod free as the

bride of a chicftait’s should,

A hand laid on her arm, and Lady Morton’s
voice pronouncing the word ¢ Isbel * recalled
her to her present world 5 she ruised her eyes;
the stars \vere coming out in the durk sky.

(To be continued.)
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CORNERED, -

Things were very bad indeed in the City.
Discount was almost us Lmpossible ns credit, and
the number of iron kafes that were pointed ntas
containing & seeurities, sir, worth fve-and-

twenty thousand pownls, upon whieh, 1 give
yon my word, I eannot rulse five hundred,” was
Incredible. The City correspondents of the vari-
ous journils were unanimous In stating that the
money-miarket had a ¢ downward tendencey,”
Consols were lower than they had been within
ten years; French rentes wero nowhere 3 and
at the Turkish and Fgyptian serip, in which a
gond deal of light and Innocent gambling had re-
cently taken plaee, men shook their heuds omin-
ously, The sensation of the week had been the
collapse of the Grent Discount Company, which
two yeurs before had been formed, on the I
wmited-tiabilty princlpleout of thic oid-fushiloned
house of Reddie and Wryneaux, o flrin whaose
word was at any time good for a milllon.
Whether old Mr. Reddie quictly withdrew all
his money as soon as the new compnny was in
working order, instoad of leaving itin, ux hie pro-
mjsed ; whether young Mr., Wryneaux not mere-
1y drow oui his own money, but a great guanti.
ty belonging to other people; whether It was
through shinple mismanagement or baso frawd,
no one knew, but the compuny cune toa
smash, and bundreds of familles were planged
Into ruin.

Then the paute hegan in anrnest. When peo-
ple unconneeted with the City heard that the
house of Reddle and Wrynenux (no one ever
spoke of the company) had fatled, they nlmost
‘began to doubt the stabllity of the Bank or Fng-
giand. Everybody wanted to withdrmw every.
thing from anywhere where IL mibzhit be depo-
gited. There ware ¢ runs” on priviato Luuks
which had stood tho test of the various Infla-
onces on the money-market durlng a century,
and which now nobly responded to the call ; the
partners sitting In conclave in the privaie par-
Jour, nnd calmly smiiing at the engerness of the
‘mad erowd of customers, who were waving their
cheques b the counter. All the telegraph clerks
in the country were gending ofl messages com.
moneing with the words, ¢ Sell at once,” nnd
the stock-brokers were nearly worrled out of
their lives by the multiplicity of the cotnmisstons
‘thus forced upon them. . .

. JIn this state of afliirs one would have im.
ngined thet the shareholders and others fnterest-
cd in the sweessof the Terra del Fouegos nune
would have it kome little dlsquictude 3 doubt-
less they did; but any of them tnking the
trouble to mnke a Journcy intn the CiHy would
hauvo lind thelr apectlntions speedily seb nt rest,
for the forly-clghit hours' notlca which Gureln
had guaranteed to his prineipals had expired, and
arriving at tha oflice tho next morniug the gon-
tlemanly elerks found on tho closed shutlers n
document, In Mr Gillman's remarkably ncat

gave me Willimm Huwilton i your stead, I

pcmm:nshlp, informing the world that ¢ busi.

neas was temporarily susponded,” and referring
close by. The gentlemnanly clerks were not very
much surpriscd nt what they learned ; they had
been Lo n oeriain extent behind she scenes, and
were always anticipating somoe cutastropho;
they knew morcover that when the panle
was ended they would have little diftleulty in
gotting us good und more rellublesituations, and
turned away’ 1o tolerable happiness to enjoy
thelir unwonted holiday.

Not so the public, who cume down with a
swoop directly the news got wind, and hung
about the dours, and read the written plaucard
over und over aguln, und counsulted with other
in the hopas of hltting upon some method of re-
gulning a portion of the money, outof which, us
they one and all fiercely declured, they had
boen swhndled. Some of them wore wenk enough
to go ofl' to the accountants® oflice indieiated on
plueard, where they found themselves confront.
el by wwo very pert clerks, who wid them all
they knew of thy busfuess was, (that the booka
of the compnny had been handed over to them
for inspection, and that a report would be is-
stted 18 koon as the necessary Investigation had
been made; they denied all personnl knowledge
of the directors or oflicers of the company, and
said, ax was thi truth, that was the first time In
which thelr firm il ever been employed In
mantters reinting to the Terrn del Fuegos miae.
No the publie departed o a erestfallen condition
from the accountants?! eluanbers and went baek
and lonfed about in front of the oftlees ngnln,
derlving some feeble comfort from talking to
fresh-comers, and expladning to them the hope-
less state of the investzent in wlieh they hada
common interest.

But the othier directors, wha, whatever doubt
they may huve felt as the continunee of the
prosperity of the company, wul risked their
capital not merely for the snke of the high {u.
terest which it prodaced, but with tho tirm con-
vietion, that long before the first ramblings of
theapproaching earth-qunke were generally felt,
they would have such warning us would enable
them to withdraw thelr ventures In safoty, were
wild with rage and disappolutment, IHow the
news had spread, in  what mysterious fashion
the tlery croxs had been sent round, no one could
tell 5 but by twelve o'clock several of the men,
whose names had been prominent on thoe diree-
tlon of the Terrn del IPucgos miloe, were met to-
gether in the board-room of the Frivndly Grasp
Insurance Ofllee, the use of which had been
temporarlly accorded to them by the netuary,
1 whom most of them were personally known.,
There was Lord “EBallabrophy, red-hewdled, and
red-faced, chuekling, stammering, and uttering
interjeetional onths, but et with o coertain atr
of breeding about him which Qil not milto tell,
even on hils exelted eolleagues j there wus the
Honourable I'ounce Dassetor, for the first time
sinee his marrlage with Miss Swank, gratefal
that her trustees had invested her money in
the praduct ofw eapital income, and left bins on-
1¥ o few thousniuls to fool awny ; there was Siy
Cannock Chinse, hot attending muceh to what was
golng on, but busied in rending o report from his
steward, hinting at the existence of meore coal
on his Rintfondshire property ;3 mnd thers, ton,
were Mr, Bolckotland My, Parkinson, whobeyond
wll athers, were suvitge at the turn which agtadrs
had taken — the former suat at the long board-
tuble, white with rage and silent, apparently
fmanersed In certialn caleulations which he was
maulking on the sheet of bLlotting-puper before
him, while the latter strode up and down the
room, Bpeaking now to one mmn then to an-
other, and fromn time to time using such Ian-
vunge iy hls vienr never conld have expected
would huve Issued from thio lips of that metk
and virtuous churchwarden,

s Well, geutleman,” at Iast sald Sir Cannock
Chase, having finished the steward’s report,
and deriving some gleam of satlsfaction there-
from, it js no use wasting any more time in
these desultory discussions; the question is, can
anything be done? If so, let us decide what it
is to be; ir not, let us clear out of this, as I
fmagine we allof us have plenty-of other things
to attend to”

“ We must put a bold face on the matter,”
saild Mr. Dossetor, whose stake was small, and
whose Inecome was good; ¢ we must stand to
onr zuns,”

4 Shtand to our gons!” erled Mr. Dolckofl,
looking off’ the blotting-paper, and taking his
dlirty fingers out of his month and waving them
in the nir. ¢ 1Tow can I shinnd to my gon mit-
out de ten thousand pounds von vhich 1 have
been robt ?*

« Then your gun was—he, he—aton thousand
pounder, Bolekofl' ?? chuckied Lord Ballabrophy.

“ Vere Is de chalrman? vere Is de general
manager ?” crled Mr. Bolekotl, with more gesti-
culation.

wIf yon knew that, Mr. Bolckofl,” satd Mr.
Dosector, « you might have a chaneo of getting
back n portion of your ten thousind pounds,
Mr. Parkinson, you scemt {0 hnve tnken the
trouble to makae inquiries in this matter; there
Is na douht, I suppose, that Delabole and Vane
have levanied 2

¢ About Delabole not the slightest in the
world,” hissed arkinson from between  hix
gleaming teeth, « 1 went round to his rooms
in Meendilly this morning, directly I heard this
news,  The hall-porter nt the chambers told e
thut Mr. Delabole haad gone swny In o cab Inst
night, tuking two portmantenas with him.  Jie
ook no servadits, but went alone,  The enbman
was directed to drive to King® Cross, but that
witg, of course, merely a blind; no doubt by
this time,” snarled Mr., I'arkinson, dashing his
hand upon the mantlepicee agminst whiceh he
wias lenning, ¢ he Is sate across the Channel,
with our ptunder in his trunk.”

Do you think he has earrled ofl’ much 2"
asked 8ir Cannuck Chase,

st Fverything that be conld Iny his hands on,”
replied Parkinson,

Mr. Botekoft uttered a loud gronnt and buried
his dirty tinwers tn his stubbly ey halr,

S Wihen T suy everything” sald Parkinson,
not hesding the inwerruption, <1 mean every-
thing that Is nt the smne tlme valuable nid
portnble. s roms—ftor 1 made an excuse to
o up there to weite o letter—are In much their
usunl stnte, amd on inguivy at his stables, 1
found that his browglem  and borses are still
there; thaugh wa shinli doubtless discover thnt
they have been made awad with & thete fall
vitue.,  ftut, by what I lewen from two or three
brokers who were employed by Idm, e must
have sold out every serap he held in every come-
pany with which he was conneeted, nnd realised
the lot.*”

“ But if auf der Continent man muss den
Potizel  telegruphiren und hef Jhm cote nnd
sent bhiuek,” sald Mr, Bulekofl, nodding his head
vehiemently, .

“Ahl, to be sure! sald Lond Ballubrophy,
“one could send after him-—he, he—Pollaky,
don't you know ? and thad sort of thing.”

¢ Do you tmagine,” snid Mr. Parkinson, quictly,
sthat 1L would be politie Inus to Invite legal
Interference in our aflnirs? 1 will put it as de-
Heately as possibie, but don’t you think that in
any in feation which might take place, cers
tuin revelitions wdght be mudao—nas for instancee,

to e nl'ol ment and manipalation of shares—
| which micghit so moroe amusing to the outstde
{ pubile than to aumelves 2 Dow’t you (hink wo
il becter leave I Lo that otlside public, who
ure profiy oweld certatin to e o stie in e
matter?  Mr. Delabole s ohe ol the cleveresy

lniquisitive applicunts to some nccountunts’ oftice’

of men, and would bo tho less scrupulous If
provoked., Don't you think wo hnd bettorloave
him alone

¢ Cartninly, most decidedly,” suid Sir Cannock
‘Chase, adding in muttored tones, as he looked
across the table at Mr. Bolekofl; « Dun stoopld
forelgner!” With both of which gentiments
the company assemblod secnied goneranlly to
agreo,

Rut Mr. Bolckoft was not to be put down by
clamour, ¢ But of Fane,” he cried, # you have
told 1ue nichta of Kano 1

“Mr. Vane left Iondon three days ago,” sald
Mr. Parkinson, «It was stated at the Inst
board meeting that he required a fow duys’
absence, and so far everythilug was regular. |
It was understood that ho was going into
tho country on business connected with hils
marriage.”

“ Ach Gott ! dat will now be durchgefallen,”
criod Mr. Bolckofl. «Ven ¥ane had made div
Pendixen setner fran, thon could Iy lost nuney
have picked out of her fortune.”

“ That's a contingency that I8 now rearcely
likely to oceur, Mr. Bolckofl,” safd I’arkinson.
“ When Vane hears the news of the smash
here, he will doubtless postpone his marringe
until he has settled his afinirs in such u way as
Lo render Mrs. Bendixen’s fortune unanvailable
by his ereditors. 1 went to his rooms too, but
I found he had not been back sinee he orlginally
started. 1t is prabable, therefore, that, conti-
dentlal as were the relutions between him and
the chalrman, our friend Mr. Delabole kept ilm
In igxhorance of thetmpeuding smash.”

‘When Philip Vane found that Sir Geotlry le-
riof, whom he had hitherto looked upon as
likely Lo recover speegily from the attnek made
upon him, was actunlly dead, when the sudden
tiought shot through his brain that he wus n
munrderer, the shock was too much for him, nnd
a3 we have seen, he fell senscloess, coming to him-
self ouly to find that his crime was shrowdly sus-
pected by Delnbole, and to hear the few short
bitter phirnses in which his quondam accomplice
severed the conuexion between them, and ex-
pressed his horror at tho deed which hnd been
committed. Rauising himself on his arm, Vane
mnde an impotent attompt to delay Mr, Deln-
bole’s departure, to implore him to be silent suml
secret, nnud tolisten to such feeble explanation ns
could bo offered; but his volce falled him, und
ere ho could renew tho eflort, he heard the
slumming of the door, and knew that he was
alone. .

Alone! and yet not alone. Rlsing to his feet,
and staggering to a chajr, Phillp Vane saw bLe-
fore him the pallid chueks and Dblood-stained
features of the old man; saw the eyes closing,
and the thin wiry figjawre slipping from his grasp;
heard again the moan, the last sound he had
heand {n that aceursed place.  1le tried to slut
it all out from him, but it rose persistently be-
fore his view. He started from his sent, and
uttempled to proceed with the packing of his
portmanteau, but found himself ever atud anon
musing in the midst of his work, and recalling
soe incident or occurrence of the previous
twenty-four hours. The mud on his trotisers
und  buots, which Delabole had noticed—he
must hnve got that in crossing the plantation
and the lnwn, The lawul! 1le sprang upin
gullty terror as he reflected that, with the com-
ing morning light, the track of his footmarks
across the lnwn would Le revestled. The Loots
and trousers must be destroyed; he wonld tnke
them. with him in his flight, and get rid of
them on the first opportunity. In his flight !
whither was that flight to be direeted? 1Ils
plans must be all ehanged now; the neeessity
for Immediate escape was Infinitely more ur-
gent than it had been before, and the chances
of obtaluing funds less possible. Ho had relied
on obtaining a temporary loan from Delabule,
but that, of course, was no longer 10 be thought
of, and the funds which he had at command
were barely sufliclent for his linmedinte wants.

Nevortheless hp must fly, und at once. The
dawning light showed him that a new day had
begun, before the end of which the murder
would probably have beed fully discussed, ull
evidence possible to bear upon it duly sifted,
suspiclon ‘rightly or wrongly direcled, and all
the muichinery of justice tor the detectlion aud
the arrest of the criminul set in motion, The
problom of Liis Mmte would be solved by the next
four-and-twonty hours; if before they had pas-
sed away ho could eontrive—following the route
indiented by Deolabole—tn be well on the road
to Borleaux, with Spain, his nltimate destina-
tion, nlmost’ within his reach, he was saved,
If not—\What is that nolse in lls ears, as of
tumbling table and smashing glass? There it
all flonts before him agaln; the book-covered
walls, the Inrge casy-chalr, the shaded Inmp,
and the fragile figure with the blood-stainal
brow. Will it never cease to hauut him? It
fades—Iit has gone,

Now he can bring himself once more to think
whnat steps it is nbsolutely necessary he should
take ot once. Money; he must have moneyx;
and he must divest his' mind of all this unrenl
fantasy, which from time to time surges up into
it ; he must shut out that horrible vislon, which
from time to time unmans him, and must
mnke use of that common sense on which he
has hitherto relled, and which has never yet
falled him when anything of real importunce
wns to be brought abount. Money, where to
get money for his inmediate want, that mnust
be his first determination, Now If hie were only
confident of his power over Mrs, Ilendixen, thoe
course was clear. The time at which a.clue to
the Identilleation of Sir Geoflry’s murderer
might be given would depend entivety on Madye;
wml If he judged her rightly, he was (olerally
sufe in her handss The recollection of the tle
still extsting between them ; the remembrance
of 1ho okl days, which now scemed 8o far dis-
tant, and which he knew—for his wife had often
told him so—waere surrounded by n hilo of ro-
mance in hereyes; more than all, as he thought
lier haeror while denouncing the murderer, lo
have at the same time to proclulm him as her
husband—for all these rensons her lips would
be senled. No one could tell whether, In the
hurry and confusion, she hud recognised the
mun who had sprung past her and hurled her to
the ground; and from what lhie knew of Mudge,
she was ust the woman to avall herself of such
a plen us Lhis, and to Jeave the direction of sux-
plclon to other circumstunces. There was no
other evidence whieh lie noed fear, save Madge.
Mis visit to Springside was cntlrely uaknowa,
wid the faet of tho proximate smashing-up of
the Torra del Ifuegos Mining Company, just an-
nounced Lo him by Delabole, instend of being,
us it would have been at any other time, n
source of rage and lamentation, was regnrled
by him as ruther advaniageous Lthun otherwlise,
inpsmich as it provided a sufliclent excuse for
the hmmedlate fiight waleli was absolutoly ne-
Cessry.

Now ns to his power over Mrs, Bendixen.
From what he knew, lie belleved 1t to be sufll-
¢ient to Induce her to brave ali the frowns of
soclety, and to run away with bim, provided
he had sutliclent exeuse for asking her to con-
sent to such n step.  That exenso agein he finds
fn the ruin of the mino. If he could only see
her it would not bo difticult to tell her a pre-
viousiy plauned story, In which he could repre-
sent Tifmself ns the vietim  of misplaced eonil-

denee In Delabole, nnd by which lier sympa-
ihies conld be aroused,  ‘Thuat onee done, the
rest was tolerably ensy,  He knew Mrs Boen-
dlxen's jenlous, passlonnle nature, nmt lad little

+| He noticed this, bat tl

doubt about being able to mould 1t to his will;
but to uchieve thet result he must ave.ler, and .
there was the difficulty. But one Ides occurred
to'him.; He must louve town 'at once’by the
very first tratn which would'tuke hlms tqDover,
and thiere was no reason why -she shotild not
come to him’ there, and give bim an intérview
before he started for France. - If he could indu-
ce Lier to do this, he relied upon himselffor gar-
rying ont nl) that he desired. R

He fNnished pncking his portmantsau, in
which he pluced tho trousors and boots which
bie hud worn on the provious ovening, and wrap-
ping his dressing-gown round him, ‘seated him-
self ut the writing-table. Instuntly, between
hilin and the paper which he placed befire him,
rose the dread figure of the old mun as he had
Inst been seen in life, and it required all Vane's
nerve to keep himself in the cholr and stolidly
nnd doggedly go through his appointed tasic,
Even Lhen his writing was wenk and tralllng,
and nothing like his ordinary firm round hand.
ght it not | it
with the anxioty under which he had explained
o his corregpondent he was suftering, and
which inducod him to Implore hor to come to
Dover by the first traln afler the recelpt of the.
note, and to meet him on the pler. When
he had sealed: this letter, he walked to the
witndow and threw open the shutters, It was
already morning; the outlines of tho oppo-
slte houses stoml out grey and dim in the
early light, aud the bluck Londun sparrows
were twittering blithely on the covered way,
11e Jnd ascertnined that the first teain for Dover
left soon after six, and had mnade up his mind
fo go Ly that. Oune starting n lttle later, it Is
true, would have reached Dover xoon after; but
Vane's chief anxiety was to be out of London,
and though he might lnger on the ruwdd, he
woulid be tolgrably safe from recognition. look-
Ing at hils watelh e found that he would not
have too much time to gel to the statlon; and
after a Uttle deliberation as to whather he should
or should not enlist the services of the gute-por-
ter to curry his portmanteau, he determined to
do 50, und walking out, roused Lhat fanctionary
from his slumbers, and bronght him to the
rooms.  The an scemed half asicep, but
hrightened up sufllefently to drink a glass of
spirits which Vane presented to him, and then
hore off the portmunteau on his shoulders. The
one ¢ab which was making the Pleendilly pave-
ment echo with its horse’s feet was then se-
cured, and In it Vane drove off to the ratlway.,

“When he arrived at the station he alighted
from the cab, bhut before dismissing the driver
he handed Bim the letter which he had written
to Mrs, Bendixen, and giving, o handsome gra-
tuity, bade him ke i at onee to its address,
Ile was hurrying Into the bookling-uflice, when
he tound the wiy temporarily blockoed by o littlo
procession of wmen, who were conveying huge
bundles of newspapers from the ponderous red
valy in whieh they had arrived, to the starting
teain, The newspnpers! 1le had forgotten then,
By this time the story of the murder must have
arvived in town, and these newspapers were
1hout. Lo spread it broadenst 1hrough the country
sl the world; whiat was known about it, what
wans conjecturad, b was all importunt that he
should know, and yet he felt half afrald to sa-
tisfy himselr,

M1e took his ticket, and made his way through
the crowd of pussengers—who were mostly of
the poorer elass, for the train was terdy and
cheap—rto the hook-stall, The bundles of news.
papers hnd nlready arrived there, and the smart
young men beliind the counter were opening
amd sorting them and slapping them down with
refreshing  vigour, As Vane appronched, he
saw ane of these young men seleet two or threo
contents-placards from one of the bundles, and
after shaking them out and perusing them him-
self, proceed to hang them up in front of the
counter, ¢ Murder at Springside”—there it waa
in lnrge type, it eanght Philip Vane's eyes In-
sinntly  lle saw nothing clse; Lhe rest of the
LIl was o blunk to him, 4 Murder at Spring-
side”—why were the letters printed in red, why
—Stendy ! Now his head wns reeling, and un-
less he coukl put more control over hlmself he
was lost,

He steadied himself with an effort, walked to
the stall and purchased a newspaper, which he
placed In his pocket, and hurrted to the traln,
There was no diftienlty in-scenring & first-class
carrige to himself, and bidding the guard lock
the door, he threw himself into one of the fur-
thest seats, and drawing his travelling cap over
his eyes, burled bis face in tho upturned collar
of his cout, and did not move until the traio
was fairly in motion; then he took tho paper
from his pocket, shook it opon with trembling
hands, and soon read as follows: '

“Murder at Springside (by telegraph)—Sir
Geollry IHerlot, K.C.I3.,, was mundered last night
al his residence, Whenteroft, near this city. The
person apprehended and charged with the com-
mission of the erimo is a disearded son of the
deeensed gentleman, who, it is stated, hag been
hieard to vow vengeance on his futher. Cireum-
stantial evidence agninst him is very strong.
Greatest excllement prevails 1n the clty and
the nelghbourhood.”

4 My luek agnin ! eried Vane, bringing his
hamd down upon the arm of the earrlage. ¢ The
arrest of this man glves me another twenty-
four hours to the good, and when I have once
seen Esther, and arranged with her to join me
abrond, T may sunp my fingers at them. « The
person apprehended and charged with tho com-
misslon of the crime;” by Jove, thon, Mndge
must be loyal to me after all, orshe would have
denouneed me nt onee, amd never have allowed
this man-——whoever he may be—to be iaken in-
to custady.”

He threw the paper down, and for the rest of
the journey remained burled in thought. The
train lollered along, stopping at every little sta-
flon, where porters came up and ronred unjintel-
liglbly, where Jolly Keuntish yeomen, and ‘red-
ehecked Kenllsh lsses, looked in through the
window at the solitnry traveller, muffied In his
wraps, who never looked up or took heed o1
aught that was passing around him, Now
Falkestone, nnd then glimpscs of the sea, calm
and smouth and placid as a lnke, with the sun,
a grent red globe of fire, shining down upon it.
Now Dover, and Phillp Vane has his portmnan-
teni taken 1o the clonk-room; for he has been
refleeting durlag the journey, and declded, as he

unnot erosy over il the night boat, and as it is
essentinl that he should not be scen at the Yord
Warden, or any other of the places In the town
wiiere he 1s known, he must loller nbout until
the time for his interview with Mrs, Bendixen
on the pler, and afterwiuds gol somo refresh-
ment at a third-rate tavern, .

Three hours at lenst must elapse before Mra.
Tiendixen could arrlve at Dover, even If sbe rose
Immedintely on the receipt of her lottor, nnd
starfed by the next teadn: three long hours to be
wol through somchow, Under othor ecircum-
stances lie could have employed thom well
cenough; he conld have found friends staying at
the hotely, could have watehed tho arrival and
departure of the bonts, or amused himself ina
thousud ways,  DBut now he must keop ont ot
the chanee of observation, and notwithstanding
the comparntive seeurity which ho felt sinco
resuding the newspaper parngraph, that horrible
seene kept ever dlsing before his mnda, e
witlieed and to River—n pretty Hitle villuge tn
the neizhibourhoml, which he recollected having
vigitedd with n plensant  party  years Lefore,®
Luck into Dover, and on to the helights, whoence
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