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thus, xvhen an operation is being undertaken for gastric ulcer,
the appendix sbould be examined if possible.

The treatment of disease of the gali blacîder is now on a firmi
basis, and as time goe3 ou 1 feel sure that xve will meet xvith
fewer cases of com-mon duct stones, for the cases wvi11 be oper-
ated on before the stones get into the common duct, though, of
course, there will be somne cases whiere the stones formi in tbjc
hiepatic or common duct.

In cirrhosis of the liver the Thalm operation lias been founld
of great value. In at Ieast 5o per cent. of cases operated on, the
sy 'iptoms are either entirely relievecl, or mparkedly improved.
With a mortality Of 35 per cent., great jut(gment should be
shown iii the selection of the patients. If this be doue, the death
rate Nviii undoubtedly be diminislied. I believe it is wiser flot to
employ drainage, as the danger of infection is thereby lessenled.
Where it is necessary to excise portions of the liver for
neoplasmls, the hienorrhage is tusually effectually checked by
sutures of catgut carefully applied with large blunt needies.
Only the largest vessels nee(l be lîgated. The liver hieals
quickly.

During the last year exception has been takeni by rnany of the
English surgeons to the removal of an apparently normal appen-
dix during an abdominal o1)eration, and I was arnused to sec
opposite views expressed on this point by the Eclitors of the Lon-
don Lancet and the Edinburgh Medical Journal. I agree withi
the Scot, and would be very much clisappointed if a surgeon
closed my abdomen without remioving the appendix.
That somne of the Germans favor this view iay be gathered f rom
an article of Pankow's, xvho in referring to the work of Kronig's
clinic, says, " Wîr bei unseren operationel (lie appendektomic
nicht niur fülr erlaubt, 'sonderu atich fiir geboten halten?" 0f
course the appendix is useful in cases of muicous and ulceratîve
colitis. YVhen brought through the abdominal wall it provicles
an excellent means of irrigating the colon. I bave used it also
as a safety valve in a case of obstruction of the transverse colon
due to a band where the caecuim and ascending colon Nvere
tremnendously distended.

A number *of cases of chronic sigmoiditis causing symptoms
of obstruction, and closely resembling carcinoma, have been
reported. Mayo considers his cases due to, an acquired
diverticulitis.

Last spring I operated on a case of acute obstruction due to>
an acute streptococcic infection of a segment of the sigmoid. An


