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~ EDITORIXL NOTES.

' Durifa the past two weeks ocircum-
" stanges obliged us to consecrate our first
page to lengthy articles; and, indeed,
‘we never were 8o often informed of the
delight thet many of onx readers took in
~these short paragraphs or editorial notes.
'We, therefore, come back to them with

greater pleasure, since we bave learsed,
by such a numb:ir of appreciative re-
‘marks, that they are relished by our
-readers,

* %

*
THE Cathedral of Mexico has been 8o

| damaged by earthquakes that it has to

" be closed for repairs. After all we are
. fortunate in Canada; “free from the
pestilence that infects and the earth-
quake that convulses less favored re-

- gions,” B8till some Canadizns do not

" in the world.
¢ »
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geem to properly appreciate their coun-
try. Very unpatriotic and ungbservant
the men who cannot see that we live in
" the freest of all lands—not one excepted
' —and io the safest and happiest country

* &

. RECENTLY & very historical and well-
< known personage died, in.the person of
¢ 7r, Repandean d’Aro, a descendant in
Mpdirect line of Pierre d’Aro, brother of
the famous Joar d’Are. He was known
to all British tourists who travelled to

" ‘Paris by way of Newhaven and Dieppe.
. ‘He had been for years station master at

Rouen. It was, indeed, a suitable town
for & relative of the Maid of Orleans to
live in; around and about him were
gcenes constantly suggestive of historic
momories that naturally were dear to

the old maa. )
: *'-l'
Our attitude upon the school question
seems to have met with general approval,
not only in Montreal, but throughout
the whole Province. By the correspond-
ence of last week and that of this week,
which we publish, it will be seen thst
this matter affects more sections of the
 country then cne. The fact is that the
. whole system is radically bad, and that
~ the only oure lies in & complete and en-

tire change, legislative, administrative

and -executive. The evils and abuses
+are sq-numerous that it would require a
.. column. to enumerate them ;<and they
“*produce pernicious results in the country
“disuicts a8 well a8 in the large oity.
~There has been too much of what is
allod ib England “s one man power ;"
" @ nolitaxy orb, with a few satellites- may
1.1l a space on the night sky, but it does

“mboveus,. Not only in. the method of
ist-ibuting the tax funds are there
rongs done; but in the very legislation
+thiat constitutes the educational cfficials,
i the appointment of inspectors, in the
poits made and accepted, in the treat-
antiof teachers, both here and through-
1@ Provinge, and especially in the
angerous.yetsilent power that is driving
hildren” dut - of- our schools,  and

4 Ah:there is & betier acconnt
ndered some ‘day
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:.not. represent the constellated canopy

‘them 'to’ non-Catholie in-|, ‘
.great folly and small spirit to seriously

public, but especially to God. As &
Catholic journal we cannot, we dare not,
sccept the responsibility of silence; if
10 person else sces the danger We sre in
duty bound to point it out; if some are
careless of the religious future of the
young generation, we are not. This is
merely a key-note—we have the gamut

bafcre us.
***

* WHoM the gods wish to destroy they
firat make mad.” Poor Zola, having at-
tempted to scale the heights of fame
by his abominaktle diatribes entitled
“ Lourdes,” Las succeeded in becoming
jgnomiuiously notcrious—aud nothing
more. Several times has be tried to
anter the circle of the Fren h Academy;
once he received as many as fourteen
votes. His last (ffort proved a miser.
able failure, for he did not get even cone
vote; so, if we may paraphrase Pirron
in & premature epiiaph:

¢ Cf glt Zola, qu! ne put rien,
Pas méine scademicien,”

But woxse still, his recent unpatriotic
conduct iz Rcme hae called down upon
his head the enmity of all France; his
gpurious popularity has forever vanished,
and he has the honor of being the most
despised and best hated man in his
native land to-day. Such the punish-
ment that has overtaken bim, even in
the hours of his impious success, On
the walls of his future are written, in
legible characters, the condemnation of
Baltazzur., Even France, irreligious as
its great men may be, considers there is
a limit beyond which audacity becomes
crime and impurity treason,

* **

Last wEEK we referred to Rev. Father
Doyle's address before the Union Theo-
logical Seminary, one of the most prom-
inent Protestant establishments of higher
educaticn in America. In apeaking of
his lecture to a New York reporter, the
eloquent Paulist sald:

T was particularly glad to have the
opportunity to address the students of
the Union Theological Seminary, because
1 believe that Oatholic priests and Pro-
testant clergymen should come together
on common ground whenever it is pos-
gible. Intolerance,I think,springs from
the fact that we don’t know each other
well enough. Ignorance of each other’s
teachings and want of appreciation of
each other’s motives have generated re-
ligious misunderstendings and anti-
pathiea.”

To this he added:

“ And if I have contributed one mite
to the bettex understanding between Ca-
tholics and Protestants, to the closing of
the bkeach which has unfortuunately ex-
isted between the adherents of the two
fxiths, I shall feel as_amply repaid as I
now feel grateful and encouraged.”

**ﬂ'

It appears that the almost forgotten
Mr. Chiniquy is abroad dragging his
coet in the mire and defying any one to
step upon it. In other words he is “look-
ing for fight.” It might be & sign of
bravery or of moral courage to- pick up
the gauntlet cast down by some valliant
knight ; but it would be an evidence of

noﬁ only tothet

consider the roaring challéngé of an un-

tamed animal. Intellectually espeaking
this little secker afler notoriety cannot
be considered otherwise; his writings
aavor more of the degrading spirit that
lowers man tban of the refining influ-
ence that elevates him; while his
ignorance of the very Church that he
claimed to kuow 8o much about—as
displayed in recent remarks of his—
places him beyond the pale of all
rational argument. However, We can
defy him to what should be easier for
bim than the wpholding of his unfortu-
niute cause; we challenge him, or any
body else, to point out one grand idea,
one noble sentimeunt, one elevating
thought in any or all of his writings
since the day he was forced to abandon
the Catholic Church, There is a fair
teat of the man’s worth. Show us one
senience that be has pronounced or
written that can be considered a quota-
tion, or that is calculated to live even
for an hour after it is penned or spoken.
The most remarkable passages that
might be cited wonld so grate on the
moral sentimenta of Protestant and
Catholic alike that they could not be
trapemitted from mother to ochild
Leaving aside, then, all question of re-
iigion, from & mere human, & mere
literary, a mere scientific point of view,
point us out one aingie expression of
bis that is charged with the virtuous
magnetism which atiract men to higher
realms. We leave this standard to our
readers; by it they can mesasure the
mental calibre of the man,

»
*'I

THE Rev. Jobn MeacLaughlin's faraous
work, “1s one Religion as Good a8 An-
other” has now reached its 40th thou-
sand edition. This is something wonder-
ful considering 1t is not a very large
volume and is sold in stiff paper cover at
six pence and in cloth at one shilling
and six pence. It has the approval of
Hie Holiness and of Cardinals Manning,
Newman, Moran,and Gibbons, as well as
the Archbishops and Bishops of the
United Kingdom, the Colonies and the
United States. The American Oatholic
Quarterly Review says:

‘This unpretentions and modest, but
sble little book, is emphatically a * Tract
for the Times,” Its plan.is higbly judi-
cious, and its arguments are plain, dixect
and eolid.”

The Catholic Times says of it :

* We find chapter succeeding chapter,
as link follows link in & chain of thought,
starting from the basis of carefully stated
premises, and ending in the full expres.
sion of an indisputable conclusion,”

In fact 80 universal is the Oatholic
press in its recommendations of this work
that we would like to see it in all our
families,

*'l'

WE have been acked the meaning of
the three Maeses on Christmas day.
This is a oustom that dates back to early
ages. In ancient times Maes was often
said twice and three times on solsmn
fensts, The Pope said two Masses on
8S. ‘Peler and Paul's day, one in the
Vaticar: and the other in the Basilioa of

St. Paul, At Easter two Masses were

alno said ; one at midnight of the Resur-
rection, the ather at the usual hour ia
the morning. On Holy Thursday three
Magsses were said; one for the recon-
ciling of penitents, one for the consecra-
tion of oile and one fur the feast itself
Up to the time of Cbarlemagne two
Masges were sgid in Gaul &t Christmans ;
after his time a third was added. Undeor
Bt. Gregory the Great (5%0-601), the
practice was held in Rore; su it iz older
than the sixth century. At Rome, after
the Diocletian persecution, a noble lady,
Apollonia, built & churck for tlie body
of her friend, St. Anastasin, who had
been martyred. This was the *Statio
ad 5. Anastasiam,” snd her feast being
on the 25th December, tae difliculty of
keeping her *staticn,” withru! robbhing
the great feast of its two Misvszs, was
golved by interposing a Mass botween
the two for the birth of Christ., Thus
there was one at miduight, tbe hour of
Our Lord’s birth; cre at sunrise (in
aurgra), and one in tte moraing.. Thus
originated the picus custom,

*
’i

THE funeral of our Jate Premicr prom-
iges to be one of the prandes:, if not
the very grandeat, ever scen in Csnada.
This coming heme of the illustrious
dead, across the Atlen‘ic, en & man-of-
war; the pageapt from Wiundeor to
London ; the funeral from London to
Portemonth ; the .ocern viysage frem
England--to Canada; and finally the
magnificence of the obsequies about to
take place at.Halifax, have no paralielin
history—excepé, perhaps, the transfer-
ring of Napoleon’s remains from St.
Helena to France and the extracrdinary
national ceremonies amidst which the
ossket was conveyed to the Invalides.
Twenty odd years rgo ancther Cunadian
statesman died in Londor and his body
was taken home, when Montreal was the
scene of & most exceptional and magnifi-
cent display of National grief—the great
departed was Sir George E. Cartier.
This second trans-Atlantic funeral of a
Canadian statesman is still mare impoa-
ing in tre tragic and exceptional cir-
cumstances that surround it.

!‘*

ErsewBERE we publich an sccount of
the gomewhat unexpected death of the
venerable Monsignor Rooney, V.G, and
pastor of St. Mary’s Church, Toronto.
The universally beloved and holy priest
was in his seventy-second year. For al-
most half a century he had labored in
the two-fold cause of Faith and Educa-
tion, and no truer and nobler priest ever
performed the gacred duties of his minia-
try in Canada, Hundreds of our readers
will read with deep regret the news of
his death, and the account of his useful
and holy life which we publish will be of
intereat not only to all who were se-
quainted with bim personally, but even
to thousands who only knew of him, of
his countless cbarities, bis great heart,
and his saintly life. With deep sorrow
we record the death of Mgr. Rooney,
and from the depths of our soul we join
the Church in the:solemn prayer that

he may enjoy the reward of ¢ the gnod
and faﬁ-hful gervant,” ‘g :
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