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NICGINTYS CAT.

TOU may talk about t he yeilow dog, the trouble tbat itmakres,
And read a dissertation on the varieus kinds eof snakes,
And teli ef lions, tigers, and the pantry.haunting rat,

But for pute and simple cussedness, give me MeGintv's cat.
When old McGinty first bobbed up sereneiy frein the Cea,
His wife she get b>' way eof treat senie beefsteak for bis tes.
She put the meat upen a disb ; but wbile she eut seme btead,
The cat jumped up sud grabbed the.meat sud sneaked beneath thebed.
McGinty tore his hait with rage te think he'd lest bis treat,
Andf swere he'd kilt the "«dirty baste "that robbed bim of his mate.
Hie teid bis wife te jump around and shut the bedreoon door,
And get things ready te begin the skirmish round the fleor.
His wife she took a teastiug ferle, McGinty took a spadé;
McGinty's boy macle haste te jein bis parents in the raid.
He grabbed the poker from the stove and swere he'd make it hot
And interesting for the cat, the first chance that lie get.
Down went oid McGinty on the fioor upon bis kaces,
Andi he muttered semetbiug awfui, as the cat be tried te seize.
Thon be bit it witb the shovel, just te drive it eut from there,
And it flew inte the cupboard, like a badly frigbtened hare.
Then eld McGinty's wife tan in u ith teasting fork in baud,
And things werc gettiug livel>' whc.n the kitten matie a stand.
Then it scratcheti ber on the stockiugjust above ber buttoned boet,
Whieb made ber blush with auger-'« the bold indacent brute."
The boy tan te the rescue witb the poker In bis Iist,
And ever>' timne he bit the cat bedsd the poker missed,
Tiil getting quite excited then, hc fought wîth migbt and main,
And rsising high the poker, faith bce bit it there again.
Without a moment's wsrning just to tell wbat it .was at,
The eupbeard door flies open wide, and then eut leaps the cat;
They badu't time to thinle or set, iu t'sct tbey didn't see,
Before it ianded rightito the middle ef the tbrce.
They s'xuck and fioundcred reund about sud madiy beat the air,
The cat and old McGinty takîug tuam about te swear;
They puiverize ecd ether, for the>' knew net what tbey're at,
Anti every eue gets reughly used except the biessed cat.
McGiuty's boy let eut a blew, and this 1 wîll deelare
The est bad surci>' met is deatb, hati it been enly there;
Blut the oui>' harra the poker did, 'tis terrible te nete,
Was te se nt bis mother's uew taise teeth a-flyiug dewn ber tbroat.
Tben tiown came oid McGinty's fist and*hit bis sou a: crack;
His son then lest bis temper, sud 'lihe bit bis father -bacle;
The mother teek a baud an, tee, sud beiped te pile it ou,
Anti wben the>' al] get quieteti town, bedad the est was gene.
The est, from ail appearance, hall the best part ef the figlit,
Fer it gave McGi'uty's vit'e a most excruciatiug bite,
It scratcheti bis son upon tbe nese, andi tore MeGinty's shirt;
Se ever>' eue within tbe rectm, except the.cat, get hurt.
And new the figlit is over, sud tbe bleoti ne longer flows,
But. eid McGinty's son wears stickiug plaster on bis nose.
McGinty's wit'c sewqe4 up bis shirt..anti bafidageti up ber kuce,

-And tkiugj pattern irom the* est they ail sat dewn te tes.
MALCOLM J. MCCAR"TIY.

A QURER DICTUM.

T 1-IE Mail, wbich la now regarded as the monitor of
political morality in Canada, lays dowri the Iaw as

follows:
A politician la useful te bis friends se long only as bis eonduct is

above suspicion and represeli.. When bc xesorts te impreper prac-
tices it tests with the party cither te proteet hfi and thus assume
bis sins before the publie, or to give him a fair trial and, if guilt,
to let him go.

This la by no means sound, though the Itail's inten-
tion is good. The principle of giving an accused politi-
cian a fair trial, and when proved guilty Illetting him go,"
bas been'too long in vogue in this country,. We alto-
gether dissent from thé doctrine-unless the Mail rabans
"let him go" to quod.

THE SQUARE FIGHr.

T HE oncoming battie for the vacant Toronto seat in
the Local House is square in shape, and we hope

will be equally square otberwiae.
For the information of city votera we append a brief

summary of the candidates and the ideas tbey represent~
H. A. E. KENT.-Barrister, Conservative part>' nornj-

nee. Represents the views of William of Orange as op-
posed to Jamnes .1. This issue is somewhat dead. Alsi>
the Great Idea that veters ahould vote as their father:s
voted. General platform-Mowat must go.

N. G. ]3IGELOW, Q.C.-Barrister. Liberal part>' nomi-
nce. Represents the unneceasar>' majorit>' in Local
House. Also, that Toronto sbould, if possible, be re-
deemned from Toryism. General platforr-" Reform,»
a word signifying notbing.

E. A. MACDONALD.-Gentleman at large. Nominee
of Himself. Represents the idea that Canada's best in
tereats would be served by political union with the Uni-
ted States.

PHILLIPS THoMipsoN.-Journalist. Nominee of the
People Who Think. Represents living issues and be-
lieves in something definite. The only candidate of the
four who stands for anything worth talking about. Gen-
eral platforin-Extinction of the drones, and securin'g to
those who work the full results of their labor.

LED OUT TO BE SHOT.
The summar>' fate that weuid await Jim Somervilie, M.P., -if. tbis

counutry had.a preper regard for tbe feelings et Coi. Dehison.
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