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GRIP.

@he Joker Alub.

“The Puan is mightier than the Stward,”

DON'T $1.01° OVER.

““Don't slop over,” the old man said

As he placed his hand on the young man’s head §
*“Go 1t by all means, go it fast,

Co it while leather and horse-shoes last ;

Don’t slop over, distrust yourself,

Nor always reach the highest shelf:

The next to the highest will generally de,

And answer the need of such as you.”

Don’t slop over ; the wisest men
Arve bound to slop over now and then ;
And yet the wisest at work er feast
Ave the very ones that blunder the least,
“Those who for spilt milk never wail
Arc the oncs who carry the steadiest pail ;
Wherever you go, go in for the fiut;

3t don't slop over—and freeze to that.

Don't slop over,  Great Solomon

QOuee went a little oo far with his fon,
1.ouis Napoleon, as we all know,
Slopped over on Max in Mexico,
Horace Greely and Jeflerson D,

And 1Tnton, and Halpin, and old ), B,
And Andrew Johnson, the great 1 wony,
All slopped overe take care you dan't,

A new :ong is entitled “Between the Green
Corn and the Gold.” Tt should be sungin a
hushy voice.— Lowell Clitizen. And is casily
learned by ear.— Newton  Republican, There’s
only a smull field to work in here. Let's stalk
about something clse.— Louisville Courier Jour-
nal. You fellows are fodder from a conclusion
than you were when yon staxted.

CATCHING A TARTAR.

«This is o glovious spot,” suid a rather
dou{ul looking personage toa very inmoeent
and hay-seedy countryman. The pair were
stan ling on the sands at Jlockaway, nnd the
countryman had only recently been joined by
the doubtful party. .

“Yes, it is kinder fine,” said the country-
man.

«You are & stranger here, 1 should judge.”
said the doubtful party.

«Wall yes, I be,” said the countryman.

« Groing to stay long 7" asked the doubtlul

party.
« Wall, that depends,” $said the countryman.
wYou see 1 came on here with stock, and I
thought I might just as well see a little 0* your
g'ghts as vot, long's as T was here.”

“ Cattle dealer, I suppose?” said the doubt-
ful party.

“Yes, that's about my
countryman, .

« Nothing like a little pleasuro now and then
with business.” said the doubtiul eno.

“ No, them's my views,” said the country-
man. : .

“ Suppose we do the day together,” said the
doubtful one, taking the countryman’s arm.
«1 Xnow this place Jike a book, and it's no
more than right to show a stranger around.”

«Don't care if I do. Was fecling a little
lonesome like. Where'll we go, stranger?’
asked the countryman, I

 Well, we might as well commence with a
drop of something. Tow does a drink strike
you?" .

« Never object to takin’ a drink, Can’tdoit
out our way—good as your life is worth " ; and
they indulged in a drink at the doubtful one’s
expenso,

“How about lunch ?” eaid the doubtful one,

« Wall, that hits me pretty necar the sp.ut.
Hain't had nothin’ to speak of ’cept a sand-
wich ginoe six o'clock this mornin’,” and they
seated themselves nt a table in the Iarge hotel,
T doubtful one threw the bill of fare toward
the countryman and invited him to order any-
thing he wished.

«Wall, I don'’t care if I have a chowder to
start on,” said the countryman.

line,” said the

* Take something to dvink with jt. Here,
wailer, bring us in two ¢howders and o couple
of bottles of heer,” szid the doubtful one,
After finishing the chowders the countryman
ordered spring chicken, Jobster snlad, and ono
or two other expensive dishes. As he tucked
the savory dishes away he compliuined now and
then of his lack of appetite.  *“ You sce, stran-
ger,” he said, “ I got kinder shook up like on
the kirs, and it elean broke me up for eatin’.
When I'm hum these fixm’s wouldn’t be nothin’
for me. Tere, wailer, bring me some roast
beef and Sarntoga potatoes, and let's have
some more bieer. I feel kind o’ dry like.  You
don’t scem to be eatin’ very heavly, stranger ! ”

The doubtful one had indeed lost his appe-
tite, and he was really growing nervound, and
inwardly asking ¢ when the fresh was going to
let up.”

“I've hearn tell o’ your wines down here,
strauger,” said the countryman, leaning back
and picking his teeth, after having finished six
separste cowrses, Suppose we try a bottle o
somethin' high toned.  Waiter, bring ns a bo-
tlo 0’ =~--what shall it be, steanger? "

A wild, restless look came into the eyes of
the doubtinl one. e made a movement to gel
up from the table, but the wailer was at his
side in an instant with the ¢check, TTe fuinbled
nervously in his vest pocket for a mowent and
then said:

“Awlully sorry to trouble you, my friend,
but then dne doesn’t like to give these waiters a
Iarge bill. I haven’t anything less than a
twenty. 1f you will just scttle Sor the lunch
we'll get the bill changed, and fix i¢ with you.”

“ Now, that's tarnashun unlueky,” said the
countryman.  “IBut I hain't got the cost o
even the chowder in my clothes. You sce, 1
left all my money at the hotel, and—"

The doubtful one here interrapted him with
an exclamution not used in polite sociely, paid
the bill, and left.

“Well, these city chaps have queor ways,”
mused the countryman, as he sauntereit off” {o-
ward the boat.—Stantey [Huntley, Lrookiyn
Buyle.

TIE BETURN OF TIE OVSTER.

The oyster isa pecuniiar articleof diet.  Other
things ave eaten as a matter of comrsc--~the
oyster is eaten speeinlly. He is enstomarily
connected with convivixlity., 1Te is not eaten
as chops and steaks are, beeanse it is necessary
to devour him that the pangs of hunger may be
assuaged, but he is swallowed as a luxuvy, not
that lifc may be sustained, but that it may be
made more sedate and comforlable, asy of
digestion, hie is an apology for midnight gor-
mandizing, He rounds off the theatrieal and
operatic dissipation, and like the stage and the
assembly, he lias his scasons. When others
retive from urban dissipation he also retires.
Like those who swallow him he has his vaen-
tion. For a whilc he is relicved from assassi-
nation and subsides into an aristoeratic retire.
ment. In this he is proteeted by legislation,
He enjoys his honeymoon in tranquil waters,

He spawns contentedly from May to
Septewmber. Ho may lLe good cnough to cat

through all the swmmer, but he is protecled by
a prejudice against eating him as well as by
law. Thus he isenabled to perpetnate his race,
and to make sare that his decendants will be
dovoured gratefully by futurcages. Hedid not,
perhaps set the fashion of summer lcisure, but
I - encournges it and shares its joys. Unlike
wankind, he can be happy while staying at
nome. He is native o a watering place, and is
not obliged, for hot wenther huppiness, to take
ear or steam-boat  Safely lodged. ableast some-
where in the neighberhood of his wife. the wa-
ters gently murmur above him, and he takes
his constant bath without the frouble of un-
dressing. The tradition is that he may be

crossed in love, but the roughiness of his amor-
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ous wooing never makes him thin, thowgh
possibly it may sometimes make him green or
vellow,” But he tastes never a whit the worse
for his chromaliz changes, and is partieulary
good when there are shades of violot observable
in his constitution, Deficient in power of loco. |
motion, he is gently assisted when his apothe.
osis is at hand. Ile is carefully carried to
tho place in which be will receive his final culi.
nary tonches, and from which he will depart,
only to be carried to the festive board, there to
be washed down the throats of those who love
him in n flood of wild Santerne. A future
which the most ambitious nature might revel
in the prospect of is before him. He will bring
a fillip to o bad appetite. He will lend o new
charm £5 digestion. Me will stimulate inven-
tions of cookery. and give a peculiar thrill to
deglutition. Morning and evening he will re-
ceivo the attention of the swallowers, e wili
be preliminary to chiops and oggs and coflee
and other first- fruits of the emrly day. He will
modestly keep the sonp company at dinner,
He will pass through the ordeal of the fry
in his delicate cont of erumbs and of butler.
He will reach perfection upon the gridivon like
the excellent St. Lawrence; be will even sub.
mit to the humble and somewhat common-
placo stew ; ox, appearing in a naked simpiicity
of rawness, bo will be brought forward reposing
upon one-half of his original homestead, am
Leing daintily takon wpon the fork, will slip
down perhaps the throat of beauty, to be ful-
lowed by naweless Golicaciesgphy none of which
he will be rivaled in relish. Who would not
envy tho fate of this lamellibranchiate mol
lusk? |
Che oyster is a fortunate creature, if it e
fortnnate to be much mentioned in listory.
The Roman who first formed oyster beds, which
he did at Baiwe, is known to have been namel
Sergius Orata, who had the happiness to live
in the time of Augnstns, and who is known to
have madc a great deal of money by the exer-
ciso of hia ingenunity. To-day it is mentioned
in all eneyelopiedias that Apieius, & coutempo.
rvary of 'Trajan, was the first who taught the
world to pickle oysters. Ths fame resis upon
that fact., Theve was another Apicine distin-
guished for the love of lobsters; theve was
another who sturted a school of cookery : bt
the oyster-pickling Apicius has a distinet fame.
and survives froshly in classical dictionaries. !
When George the First eame to England from :
Hanover, the royal cooks could not please the
royal pulate in the matter of oysters until it ‘I
was discovered that his Majesty liked thew
stale, us he had always been in the habit of -
eating them. When Mr. Thackeray came first |
to Boston, certain-of his ndmirers asked him to
supper.  There were, among other delicacics. |
gigantic oysters. ‘Tho novelist could net com
prehend thut he was to swallow one of thesc
in an undivided state, but being shown the way.
and having accomplisbed the feat, he ohverved ;
that he felt * as if he had swallowed a baby.” |

We do not know that ithas ever occurved to
anybody to make n gastronomieat almonac, hul
it would certainly be a pleasanter compilation |
than those caleudars which are put forth by
the propriotors of patent medicines. Every
month would be marked by the dainties whick ‘
it produees in the greatest perfection; in one
column shad would be glorified, and in another |
this fruit or that rare vegetable. Bach scason |
has its charms of production, whether fish,
flesh, or fowl; yet nothing is so impatiently |
waited for as the oyster, nothing is more co- |
tentedly eaten, und nothing makes less trouble )
in the stomnch. unless it happens to be stale. .
Then, indeed, he is diabolieal, and so thoroughly !
incapablo of digestion ‘that the man who hes
bolted him might as well make his will and bid ¢
his weeping family farewell. Lo the whole body
of oystar-caters we present the compliments of |
the senson; and may no such catastrophe be-
fal them! .




