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PAY FOR YOUR PAPER1

WILL subscribers who find bills unclosed in the

paper promptly remit us their subsaription. Our

patrons will piease remeiber that while a single

subscription is but little, the amount multiplied by

a thousand is of very serious imporuince te a pub-

lisher. We ask all who owe-arid subscribers

can easily know by referring to the date on the

printedslip-kindly te send us the roney without

delay. Those who wish well te a paper can best

advance its interests by seehug that their subscrip-

tion is promptly paid when due.

TE EARLY ERITISH CHURCH.

IT was said by the present Premier of England,
in his celebrated pamphlet, "The Vatican Decrees,"
that Rome had "refurbished and paraded anew
every rusty tool she was fondly thought te have
disused." We may, with propriety, apply Mr.
Gladstone's scathing sentence to the subject under
discussion on reading a report of a lecture recent-
]y delivered by a Roman Catholic dignitary, and
aise note with what a strange mixture of minglcd
fear and disdain she essays te do battle in support
of her pretensions and claims. One striking
feature of every encounter is the evident seeking
te convey the impression that ber position is un-
assailable and has never been controverted, or
that, if assailed, lier opponents have always, and
everywhere, been ignominously defeated. It inay,
however, on the other side be safely affirmed that
the Church of Rome bas alvays had these claims
of hers disputed, and bas aiways suffered loss of
prestige after every condict.

Perhaps no subject lias received grenter atten-
tion at the hands of English Roman controver-
sialists, and none has been so thoroughly and
ably defended by champions of the Church of
England, than the question of the separate exis-
tence and independence of the Early British
Church. We can readily understand how anxious
the Roman Church in our Mother Land and in
this country would be te have people accept as a
fact that through her instrumentality Christianity
was introduced into England, (although if
this were proved, it is doubtful if the Papal
Church of to-day can be identified as the Church
of'Rome of that day, for developments of doctrine
have greatly changed her character since those,
first centuries), but it will be difficuit to overcome i

the indubitable testimony of many reliable early certain that a Church, duly constituted and organ-
writers, who declare that a Church, duly organized, ized, was established in Brirsin at that time, from
with Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, whose usages the fact that three British Bishops were summoned

were certainly -not Western, existed in England, te attend the Council of Arles in Gaul (now
and was represented in the carly Councils, and France) in A. D. 314, of whom one was Bishop of
had her martyrs and confessors hundreds of years York, the second Bishop pf London, and the

before Augustine, the Roman monk, landed on third Bishop of Caerleon, in Monmouthshire.

British shores. To give the testimony of these Moreover, these three Bishops subscribed theil

writers, and to show in as brief'space as possible names to the Canons of that Council just as all

the utter lack of proof in support of the Roman the other Bishops did, plainly showing that the

position, 'will be our object in this and some orders of our British Episcopate were not dis-

future articles. puted. A Priest, named Sacerdos, and a Deacon,

How Christianity firct came to Britain is not Arminius, accompaniet the Bishops, as appeati
certainly known, although the evidence in favour (rom tht records Lt h aise certain frei the
of St. Paul or some other of the Apostles having fact that the> are specified ameng others b> the
brought il thither, is stated.by several of the early Emperer in bis Encyclie after the Couneil, aud by
writers. For example, iusebius asserts that some Athanasius lu a subsequent ieaer te the Emperor
of the Apostles passed over te Britain. Tertul- Jovian, tint if tht> were nlt actuali> present at
lian, who lived in the 2nd century, speaks of tht Ceucil o? Nice, the first of the great General
Britain and other places in.accessible to the Couneils recegnizet by the whcle Church, tht>,
Romans having been subjugated te Christ. Origen, at an> rate, aceepted the Nicene Faith, ant the
who lived in the next age, speaks of Britain con- allusion te them is lu itstif an evidence cf the
senting te the worship of the true Gon. Theodoict importane cf their Cbureb. At the Couneil cf
says the Britons were converted by the Apostles. Ariminutu (A. D. 359) ve have the express testi-
Jerome says "St. Paul having been in Spain, sailed rony c? SLpictus Severus that the British Epis-
fiom one ocean te another as far as the extremnity copate was represented. Lt thus appears un-
of the earth ;" and again, "Paul, after his imprison- doubîed tbat in the feurth century tht British
nient, preached in the Western parts." Cleient, Churcb was a ful>' recognized part of the Great
Bishop of Rome, and contenporary with St. Paul, Cathulic body, with an organizet hierarchy and a
says "St. Paul preached righteousness throughout voice in Cotncils; and also that it centinuet
tht whoie world anti travelleti te the ut«osf enthoeox lu that age cf controertsar.

bounfts cf tht West." That ths terni "dutmostao te
b9unds e? tht West" includes Britain, we kntw CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION.
froni thi caassical ans cqnteniperarth use o? tht
expression. For exampie, Piutarch, speaking oi As an ifthependent Churc journal we nett
the invasion o? Britain, says Cisar ivas the first ot apologize for net tavig given a persenal tone
vbe carriet a fleet fte the Western Ocean. te uc discussion cf Confession anti Absolution lu
Theoderet mentions tht people o? Spain, Brtain, connectien wah thet recent Mission he it Hali-
anti Gaul as thse %vhio dweit in the extrene parts fax. Our own views upon the subjeet we care
of the West. When usebins îpeaks o? th neteo thrust upon ut r Ceers, especial as we have
Britihi Ocean he cals it tht Western Ocean. had but lit e persona acqaintance with th factsi.
T ýcitus uses the expression "utuiît bounidm of th n As te thS Church's doctrine, tht extracti pubBish-

earthi" te denote the Britons, the subjeet o? liii c in our issue o? the I2th ist., demonstrate
biography being the commander cf tht Roman pneut' ea>' what those high in authority betieve
forces in Britain. Tbe Greek geographers always te bt tht meaig of the rayer Book on the sub
speak of tht Celtoe as the Western people, and jeCt, anid w have ne disposition te question their
these the Britons are farthest Wtes, i. e., at the judgment.
extrenity of thethen knewn world. We find Wih refrence te Mn Davenport's requtt that
bonace falting ito the sane mode e? expression, we Oublisl I Mr. Mauin's sermon, we an onT> Ne-
"the Britons th reinotet people cf tht world." peat eus reason for net roing u, viz., that it was
thiie it na>' bt a itted as far frai being proof tot long for our iinited space, ant that it as net
positive, sti i enough lias been said te show that a verbatii report of th sermon actually preaed
there is much te warrant the supposition that the in St. Luke's, flt cntaining certain expressions
Church ivas plantet inl Britain b>' tht Apestît uipon xvhich înuch o? tht contention bad arisen.
Pand hlimstf. However that n xt re, wt me a> %Vu îbougbt at thp tute that it vas an uwise step
regard it as istorically certain that net later thn cf Mn. Davenport's te have it publishet under tht
th " end of tht second or th ver>' begining of tht cirsunstanees, aud upen more mature refiection
thirti century there vas alrear> a Church in that convictin lias been deepenet. We heartil>
Britain, equippet an. furnised in evers particu- ympahize vith Mr Daveupor when he îays,
sap, although net certain h o long iL bad been "outsiders wou]d get a ver> faise impressien of
there, or bow it ba cein tuent. . h beyond whaî was de at Halifax, ifarhee concinded that tht
.eoubt certain tht when th Roman Emperor fify sermons, meditations, instructions, etc., given
Diocietian (A. D t 303> persecutet th Chrstians in St. Luks Chuîeh, (and a simitar numben ln

his Bnueiries extendet even te Briain. It as tht other two Churehes>, uring th twelve days,
theu that St. Aiban suffered martyriii in the îvere ail eccupiet i ithi this subjeet." We Ma>' be
•own of Verula , andi ou wich acceunt tt after- pemineti sa>, as a fact knwn te th writer,
pards receivet its name. Both Giidas, anti Bede, that a large amount cf gootias resuited fron
who flowed hlm, give the naines o? British tht Mission, ani that ver>' mat even ameng
martyrs whe uffared in tht thirt anti furth cen- thos who dusappreve cf the teaching upen
Punes, the former saying, maGo yigbted for us ie question e? Confession an Absolution,
mot bright lapis of oly artyrs, Aban, Aron, thankfutly ackuowledge the benefits which tht>
juleus, tho, wih ochers tf both sexes, lu vaioeus an thers received freun tht tanneit sermeus and
places, suffere witb great courage." it hi aise adresses, an the words cf icving commet ant
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