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News from the Home Field.
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DIOCESE OF 'NOVA SCOTIA.

WALTON.— Lhe church is, as usual, very neatly nimmed
in honour of tae furst Advent of our beluved Lord.
Thougn we have not e usual amount of heavy wreathug
everhead, sull the encet s very poud, ‘Uhe sign of our
ho.y rattnis tw bz secn 1 its proper place, as well as in
other places, un shiclds about the bunding. We are ex-
Pectinat 1 a short time to erect  the Memorial Window in
the chancel,  We nive on hand $75 (o)  Amony pres-
sents from lis kind Newport [rtends during  toe recent
joyous festival tiwe Misstonary (Kev. 1, How) wuuld litke
to acknuwledpe the sum of $5 sent irom one of the Guud
meambers now (- sowdotnnawm, Maive. ‘Lhe ordenng was
sent as a New Years gift from Mr. Alonzo Teakles, son
of Alex. Teakles, Lsq., of Whale Creek, ‘Walton, This
is the second substantiat proof that the Missionary has re-
ceived as evidence that tnough absent he is not furgotten,
and that the guod seed sown s bringing forth fruit. May
GuD bless them, and make them know tuat this All.seeing
eye witnessed the deed, and that His hand restored it more
abundantly.

Yuowast,—The Christmas decorations here surpass
any we haveever bad, the principal feature being an arch
erccted in front of the cnancel beanug over tne tup the
text, “Unte us a chiid 15 borny unte us a Son is givea.’
‘The design was the work of the Incumben: andl the letter-
ing whicn is in old English text that of Messrs. Loyer and
Huaawsman, and the whole reflects great credit upon those
whe have performed the work in honour of our jufant
King. Loving hands and wiling hearls have laboured
farenfully m decorating the body of the Church, the win-
dows and pillars being trimmed in the most artistic man-
ner.  ‘The services were bright and joyous, and the new
choir organized by Rev. C, P. Wisen sang the hymns and
carols very creuanably, considering the short time they
have been practising, At a parish mecting held on the
28th ult. to arrange the financial afiairs of the Church, the
debt due since laster was a.dogether liqudated, so that we
commence the new year witha cican sheet.  The olfertories
at Cliristmas were unusually large, and a subscription list
opened for the clergyman’s stipend has been bhamdsomely
signed.  There was an adult baptism on Christmas even-
ing which added much to the impressiveness ol the service,
The parishioners repaired to the Rectory on Tuesday
evening with baskets iaden with substantials for the Iu-
cumbent, who has been the recipient of quite a large
amount in donations since he came amongsl us.

SYDNEY, U, B.—"The VYarish Church of St. George has
been wmch improved lately by the painting of the walls
and roof, the former a French grey, with darker shading
round the windows. One result of this was that the
church did not admit of so much Christinas decorations as
in past years; and with the exception of devices in the
windows the work was confined 1o the chancel and the
font, there being texts already over the chancel areh apd
window and the west door.  The decoration of the fent
consisted of wreathing, anda temporary cover of moss,
ferns, leaves, everlastings and grain, terminating in a Lagn
cross.,  The decorations of Lhe chancel were of 2 similar
character, conlminating i the same symbel abave (he

altar,  On the 4th Sunday in Advent service was held at
a1 a. m.  The Christmas services began with the 7 o’clock
Evensong. A midnight service and celebration, with

short sermon, was a new feature, angd was very much en-
joyed. At 11 o'clock service was again heid, with a
second celebration, and was very largely attended.  There

were also services at St Mark’s, Coxbeath, on the after
noons af both days, at which the congregations were very
good.

A midnight service was held on Christmas-Eve for the first
time in tins Church.,  The service began at 12, by the choir
singing cAdcste £ideles. The incumbent thea said a shorten-
ed form of morning prayer, consistiug of the opening sen-
tence, confession, absolution, lesson (S. Luke ii. to o, 13)
7o Lenm, colleets and closing prayers,  The communion
service was then proceeded with, and a short but  forcible
and very earnest address delivered by the incumbent. At
the pause, after the prayer for the Church militant, many
went out, but a comparatively large number remained 1o
celebrate with joyfu. llucharist their Saviour's bivth.

Orn floly lnmocent's Day a children's service was held at
11 a. m.  The choir seats were filled with as many Sunday-
School scholars as could be crowded wuto them, who led
the chant and hymns with great spirit.  They also form the
choir at evensung on Wednesdays. in the cevening the
children had their annual tea and Xmas tree in the school
room. Rev. T, i'. Draper, Deacon in charge of Louisbury,
kindly took partin the service, aud in thc cvening contri-
buted to the children's amusement by reading aioud one of
Hans Christian Andersen's humorous tales,

Our decorations are somewhat scanty this vear, as the
Church Wardens have forbidden the insertion of nails into
the newly painied walls, but what is done looks neat, aad a
large share of the moss, ferns, cvergreens, e, used were
collected andd preserved by the children of the Clarch.

HALI AN c— A orin- 7 esé drm Mission,—T he coiumns of |
the GUARDPTAN have not been trespassed upon for seme time
past s recording cvents in this suoarban district.  This in-
teresting season of the Christian year has been observed as

| This Jast service was fully choral, the wusic, with the ex- |

usual, and some interesting events have transpired. The
special Christmas services were held on the Sunday afier
the festival. At 11 a, m. a fair congregation assembled at
the « hapel, many of whom were children, and fifteen com-
municants knelt at the altar rail and partook of the sacred
foud provided in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  The
congregation remamed reverently in their places during the
whole service, ‘lhe Archdeacun was the celebrant and
addressed sume fatherly words of comfort and advice to the
congregation on that the eve of the New Year. A pleasing
event in connection with this service was the appearance of
a very handsume chalice veil, the work of Miss Alberta E.
M. McKiel (daughter of the Rev, \Wm, L. B, Mckiel, Rec-
tor of Kiswick Ridge, N. s.,) wlo presented it to thg: Cha-
pel as a Christmas vifering.  Vhe veil is a teautiful piece (_:f
workmanship, and it is needless to say is greatly appreci-
gled and much admired.  The evening service was hearty
and largely attended.  “The little buitding has been neatly .
decorated for the festival, the members of the congregation
working most enthusiastically,  On Christmas-Eve the clul-
dren sang some pretty Christmas carals, and the Lay-
Keader was presented by L, J. Gordon Bennett, on bLehalf
of the coigregation, with a purse containing $2g.00.  “Jhis
ts much appreciated by the recipient, ]

‘The Bishop, unable to visit the Arm at present for want
of ume, has not furgotten us, and at our Lhristmas service
an envelope was placed on the olfertory plate cuntaining
$10.00, a gilt from tiis Lordship,  The teachersof the Sun- )
day School treated the scholars to a Christmas  tree on |
thursday evening last, Though the evening was culd some
tifty children assembled and enjoyed, with some of their
older friends, a very pleasant evening.  The singing mnever
was better than at present, which adds preatly to the heart-
wess of the services,  Miss Divaper performs her dwties as
organist most faithfully, is never absent, and herinterest in
the success of the choir is by no means depreciated by the
inhabitants of the N. W. Arm,

SPRYFIELD, —A Christimas tree was held at Spryticld in
the school-House of the Colonial and Continental Chwrch
Society on Tuesday, the 26th. The tree was tastefully de-
corated with many pretty and useful things, which had been
collected by Mr. and Mrs. G, Sutherland, who takes a very
active interest in church work there.  The former is the
Sunday School teacher, a most efficient person for that
work. Mr, G, Sutherland got up a kind of lottery for the
scholars, and they had a bountiful supply of cake, oranges
and apples, as well as their prizes for attendance.

The congregation, by way of showing their estcemi for
their minister, Rev. f. Spencer, had bought a pxrse and put
%10 into it, which was found on the tree by him when dis
tributing the prizes. A short address, followed by votes of
thanks, and the dexwlogy ended the proceedings,

A Christmas tree was got up at Harrietshield on Thursday,
the 28th, which bore the prizes for the Sunday-schaol
scholars. Many useful articles were distributed among the
cnildren, which will be useful during the winter.  Mra,
Spencer provided tea for both children and parents, and al-
together there were about eizhty persons present.  ‘The tree
was tastefully decorated with lanterns and candles, and
looked very pretty. ‘the choir sang a very appropriate
hymn, accompanied by an harmonium.  The Rev. J. Spen-
cer, in charge of the mission, sang a pretty anthem, accom-
panied by the harmonium, at which Mrs. Spencer presided.
The evening passed away very satisfactorily, and every one
seemed to thoroughly enjoy it.  Thanks are due to somc

DIOCESE OF FREDERICTON.

NewcasTLE,—The first annual meeting of “The Young
Weomen's Guild of 5t Andrew” was held at the Rectory
on thursday, the 4th inst, ‘T'he Secretary read a fair and
favourable repoit. The Guild was inaugurated on the
20th of February. 1882, since which time regular meetings
had been held once a week., The e were seventeen mem-
hers, A sale of work had been held in Seprember, the
pruceeds of which had been devoted to the debton the
Sunday “chool House. The I'reasurer’s report was in
every respect very sutislactory, and shewed how much had
been accomplished by a few earnest workers in so short o

time. The fullowing was the firancial statement:
Receipts,
Private cantributions..................$ 9 oo
Saleof work, &c...... v cive i 247 17
Offertory, St. Andrew's Day........... 4 ob
Anrticles dispused of by private sale..... 29 59
8289 84
. Lixpended,

Materials bought, &e. oo iiivies vl $ 76 71
Printer’'saccount ,..... c..eevuriniies 5 20
Masowic Hall (renty. .. oooiee vt 6 oo
Towards debt on Schoo! House......... 130 0o
Deposited inbank,................... 50 o0
$267 9

By balance onhand .. ............ 21 93
$289 84

All the mewbers preseut then signed the Constitulicn
and Rules of the Guild previous to the election of office: s,
when the fo:lowing were elected for the ensuing year: -
President, Mrs. J. H. S. Sweet; Vice-President, Mrs. J.
Davidson; Secretary, Mrs. Harley; TI'reasurer, Miss Sweet.
A further sum of $10 was authorized to be paid into
the bank account. It was unanimously decided that =
leaflet should be printed for private distributien, soliciting
orders for work, &e. The debt upon the Schoul House i
at present $756, and all the proceeds from the Guild work
will be devoted to the lessening of this debt.

Prrrrcobiac.—The Parish Church here has Leen im-
proved by the addition of a beautiful reredos, designed and
presented by the Rev. I, W, Vroom, the painting, letter-
ing, &, being the work of his own hands, e also pre-
sented a bandsome altar {frontal to this Church and an
altar cloth to St Peter’s Church, Pollet River, Both
Churches were handsomely decorated for Christmas,

We regret to say that the Kev, Mr. Vroom has now left
the Mission, having accepted the Kectorship of Richmond,
Carleton Co. e had endeared himse.f 1o everybody in
this mission, but although he received a petition numerous-
ly signed by the parishioners requesting him to remain, be
felt it was his duty 1o aceept the call to Richwond,  His
place is now filled, the Rector, Rev. U, Willis having  pro-
cured the services of Rev. C, P, Hanington, lately ovdain-
ed Deacon,

On New Year's morning the Rector's heart was gladden-
ed by a visit from two of his parishioners, who presented
him with an envelope containing the handsome  sum of
$57.00, as 2 New Year present, being the gift of numerous
kind friends in his mission, beth members of his congrega-
tion and others.

kind ladies in Ualifax, who supplied most of Lthe articles, as
well as the cake for tne little ones.

JevvorI.-—~A large number of new dSunday School books
have lately been introduced. They will probably be a
source of no small benefit to over 120 young persons who
attend,
their efforts to mark the festal day by Christinas decorations.
The #0OIld Church,” St. James', has for the first tine been
submitied to the process, and looks very well. St John's
Chapel has a fair appearance,  Fesloons and texts greet the
eye ofi every side.  T'wo Juvely scrolls from England bear
appropriate words.  An object of gencral adwmiration was 2
new altar cloth wilth lovely frontal. This gift from the
Church Fxtensian Assoctation was used for the first time on
the joyful oceasion.

PR, ISLAND.

CHARLOTTETOWN. =5 Deter's,~'The  usual Christmas
services have been held in this Church, which has heen
very prettily decorated for the scason,  The first Evensong
of the Festival wus sung on Christmas Eve al 7, to Tallls's |
mnsic,  After the service the choir lefi the chancel and in |
the nave sang sume old Christmas carels. At 11,435 the |
same night there was a celebration of the Houly Commun-’
ion—a service which tells of the eagerness of the Church .
to commemorate her YFounder's Incarnation, in that great |
Sacranent in which - His Incarnation is brought howe to !
us. ‘Though thisservice was not choral {two hymus were !
sung by the congregation alone) it was largely attended,
Ateight o'clock on Ghristmas morning there was a plain
celebration at which the majority of the communicants were |
present; and at 11 o’clock there was anuther celebrution, |

ception of the hymps, being chiefly from Schubsrt and i
Gounod. The whole number of communicants was So. !

Onthe Sunday after Christmas there was an :L[ternoon]

service for children at which Christmas carols were sung.

The parishivners have manifested much interest in !

Bracirr, York Co., N, B,—The annual Christmas tree
Fand Sunday School festival was held at Upper Keswick on
I the evening of the ‘‘Innocents Day.” The children with
y thetr parents assembled at an carly hour and filled the
Blall,  After the children had all taken their tea, the older
“ones were supplied,  Tea over, the tables were removed
rand then followed instrumental and vocal inusic by the

Rector's  daughters and  Miss Spike.  First was sung
““Adeste Fidelzs,” then a Christmas carol.  Then followerd
- =everal dialogues and more music. Among the songs were
. “Gathering up the Shells by the Sea-shore, * “Where there
“is a will there is a way,” and “Ring the bell, watehman,”
. The amusing  ‘Cackie” song was sung by Master Ceeil
McKiel and Fred. Pickard,  Afier the Rector had given
his address to the $. S children Joseph Noble, Esq., again
. performed the part of Santa Claus and delivered to the
children, 68 in number, the gifts which bad been provided
for them.  Tach child received some toy or useful article
Ltogether with a package of candy and a Christmas card.

+The Sunday School in this Mission is much indebted to

the Church people in the town of Lunenburg in Nova Scotia
for the Chrisumas tree this year., Fverything on the trec
for the 8. 8. children was -given by them to Mrs, McKiel
while visiting her (riends and relations in Lunenburg last
summer. Mg, McKiel with her customary zeal Jaboured
to make the school feast a success, and was amply reward-
wl by the manifest pleasure of the children as they gazed
upon the two trecs loaded down with the various articles,
Among the chiefl contributors (o the tree in Tumenbury
were Win, N, Zwicker and family, BMrs, Selomon, bir. F.
Solowmen, Mr Finke, Mr. and AMrs Iy, Gaets, Miss I

cGaetz, Mr. Wnn Caetz, Rev. Mo Tlaris, Mrs. W

Rudolf, Mr. James Rudolf, Mr. Etter, Mr. Joseph Rudolf,
Mr. Andrew Rudolf, Afr. Hiy. Rudoll, Mi. D. Owen, Sr.,
My, ). Owen, Jr., Miss Emma Rudelf, Mys. S. Jacobs,
Mr. and Mrs., Daniel Rudolf, Edwin Kaulback, M. L.,
Mrs, Hy. Kaulback, Sv., Mrs. Moyle, and in Haiifax Mrz
Shrieve, Miss 1. Shridve and Mr. Se wyn Shrieve, Atter
the delighted children had received their gifts Mr, Noblc



