secret of sll improvement, and where the
cost of production is not aetually diminished
in proportion te the expenditure, | would not
consider it an improvement in.agricullure.
The skilful  agriculturalist, who - employs
capital or fabour judiciously in the cultiva-
tion of land, is sure to diminish the cost of
protuction, or as I before observed, he wiil
aise @ quantity of produce from his fand and
Jabour that will not cost him near so much
in proportion to quantity, as it will cost the
farmer, in proportion to quantity, who raises
the least produce. o the present cirewn-
stanees of Canada, if we desire to maintain
the credit of the country, and the high char-
acter we have attained, the improvement of
agricullure is no longer a matter of choice
or faney, but a matter of comparative ne-
cessity. - All the great things that have been
done for us, and the fine things that have
been said of us, will be of little avail, il we do
not help ourselves, by muking a good use of
what has been done for the encomragement
of agriculture, and thus proving that we are
not unworthy of the high character we have
attained with the world, "We should en-
deavour to come up to the full standard of
perfeetion in our system of agriculture, when
we have abundant examples of a system that
is very near perfection. T think 1 am per-
feetly justified in stating, that upon a well
managed agricultural establishment, of which
there ave a great many to be seen in the
British Isles. il not in Canada, the practical
art of agriculiure, in every department, in-
cluding the management of land, the live
stock, and the implements employed, are as
well understood, and brought to as great
perfection, as is the produce of any «+ther
art or manufaeture practised in’ Britain,
The improvements in agriculture are decid-
edly good, both as regards the inerease of
quantity. aud the improvement of quality,—
amd thisis more than can be said in relation to
all other arts and manufactures.  There s
no manulacture practised by man that can
compare with an agricultural mannfactory
that is well conducted, in the excellence and
pertection of its productions.  There is no
deceit or deception in a fine animal, or in
the productions of o well managed field or
garden. 1 have never seen any of the pro-
ducts of manulacture brought to so great
perfection, and so free from deterinration,
as the products obtained from a perfeet sys-
tem of agriculture,—where the animals of
every variety ave of perfuct form, and adap-
tation for their several uses,—and the pro-
ducts of the field. of the finest quality, with-
out uny deteriorating mixture.  We cannot
bring our oxen {o the size of elephants, nor
would it he advisable il' we conld do so,—
nor ¢an we bring the grain of wheat to be
the size of a horse bean, and T believe it
would not " be an improvement if we did.
Animals, and field proluctions are, however,
bronght to a high degree of excellence, if
not to actual perlection, and if this can be
accomplished by many agriculturists, I can-
not see why it should not be possible to all,
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who would employ the same means, with a
favorable climate, and a naturally good soil.
T mention these eircumstances because agri-
culturists are oftentaunted as being behind
this age ol progress,'in the improvement of
their art. No doubt many farmers are very

backward, indeed, in adopting the necessary

improvements in their system of husbandry 5

hut Lam persnaded, nevertheless, that agri-
cultuse in nwnerous instances, has attained
greater perfection than any other manufae-
ture that we are acquainted with.  "This is
an important point achicved, in favour of
acneral improvement.  Aud itis no wonder
that agriculture should have been brought to
this great perfection,  Tu the Dritish Isles,
the best educated and the most wealthy of
the community are engaged in agriculture.
and connecting seience with practice, work
it out in the most judicious and successful
manner ; and thus, by theie eapital, experi-
ments, aud example, instruct and encourage
tenant farmers to adopt improvements that
are proved to he advantageous. This is a
proof ol the vast importance of education to
agrieultural improvement.  Without any
wish fo give the slightest offence, T inay sub-
wmit that uneducated men certainly may be
indueed to adopt jinprovements which they
can see practised suecesstully and profitably
belore them ; but improvements in agricul-
ture seldom ariginate with them, though they
may work them out when they have a good
example before them.  Agricullure is-a
seience thut ean be best explained by actual
experiments in the field, and it wonld not
have “attaiped to anything approaching its
present pertection in Britain, were it not for
the lead taken by the wealthy and educated,
by having these experiments judiciously
made, both in the field, and in the manage-
ment of their flocks and herds. It is from
these cirenmstances ondy that agriculture,
in all its hranches, is brought to greater per-
faction in Britain than in any other country,
so -that it has become. the admiration and
example of all the civilized nations of the
carth.

Fhe subject of cducation has heen fully
discussed lately in the Legislative Assem-
bly ; but T was surprised to see no allusion
te the necessity that agricultural instruction
should be directly provided for in the system
proposed.  No wonder our youth should not
estimate very highly the oceupation of the
agriculturist, or regard it as a respectable
profession. e pereeives from bis childhood
that edueation is highly prized, and consid-
ered actually necessary for the successful
practice of any respectable profession; or
cven handieraft trade; but for the oceupa-
tion of the farmer it does not appear to be
an essential” qualification, and he therefore
despises such a profession, as only fitted for
the most ignorant and illiterate. I have

frequently endeavored to show the injurious

effect on agriculture that ‘the youth of the
country, who do receive education, are wore

- disposed to other professions than to be agri-

cultamsts, This T attribute partly to the
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course of edueation they reeeive, wherein
the science and practice of agricwlture is
never mentioned or alluded to, no more than
if there was no such seience to be learned §
also, to the circumstance of witnessing in
numerous instances the defective practice,
and unfavorable and unprofitable resubts oh-
tained from agricultuve.  All these causes
operate unfavorably upon educated young
wen, and lead thew to suppose that farming
is only fit for the ignorant and laborious, or
for the wealthy classes, who engage in it for
the pleasures and amusements of a country
life, and work the farmn by hired laborers.
1t must_appear strange that, although five-
sixths of - our population have to muke thew
living hy agriculture, there is no: direet
means provided for instructing them in the
seienee. and art of agriculture, except what
they may learn from those who are not the
most capable of instructing them.  Lvery
other profession aud occupation has a suit-
able education provided, that has direct re-
ference to their future pursuits, while agri-
culture is denied any similar advantage.
Schools for the rural population- shenld at
least be furnished with stamlard and suitable
books on the science and art of agriculture,
and these books shonld form a part of the
study of every wale scholar.  I'here ave
excellent A gricultural Catechistus, and other
books on the subject might be selected which
would be plain aud casy fo comprehend. At
all events, such books wonld convince 1he
scholars that theve were eans of teaching
the science and art of agriculture as well as
any other art or profession, and it might have
the eflect of giving many a taste for sgricul-
ture, and a desire to understand it thorough-
Iy, which they are never likely to feel, if
their education has no relerence whatever to
it.  We shonld also have properly qualified
persons lo deliver practical lectures on the
subjeet "at all our colleges and schools.
However agricehiure may be despised and
neglected, it is an occupation, above all
others, which we cannot, do without, and
therefore it will be for the general benefit of
the community that it should be understood
and practiced in the most perleet manuer
that is possible 5 and if we are in earnest in
our desires that our agriculture should im-
prove and flourish, we must give it impor-
tance snd respectability by a divect educi-
tion for it at our schools and colleges, Of
course the properly educated ean duly ap-
preciate the importance and respeetability
of agriculture, and do not require to be told
that it is the most fmportant and most hon~
orable, because it is the most uselul and
nicessary of any art or profession practised
by mankind, and is more particularly depen~
dent for successful results upon the goodness
of ‘the Creator,~after man has executed
properly the part which falls to his lot to
perform,

1 have now endeavored to give a {ruthful
pietore of the present state of agriculture in
Lower Canada, and offered suggestions for
its amelioration. * Many parties -who take
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