FEprRUARY 1,

Written for the Canudian Illustrated News,

THE HHON. RODERICK MATHESON,
SENATOR, PERTH,

I7 is sixty-one years since the lonourable
Roderick Matheson placed his humble ser-
vices nt the disposal of his sovercign and his

couutry. Honours have fullowed service, and

they were interlaced to the Intest hour of his
life. Tudeed they ceased only when the laid
down his wenried 1ife and when the quiet carth
cluimed its kindred.,  His carcer as o soldier
began in the year in which the tirst Nupoleon
entered on his fatal expedition against Russiu,
and it ended in the week in which the third
Napoleon Dreathed his last, as an exile at
chiselharst, Those three—score yenrs repre-
sent & sketeh of startling history whose every
page is burdened with strauge lessons; not
the least reznarkable of which are those which
record the deaths on English soil of the Ficst
and Third Emperors of the French,

Mr. Matheson was a Hizhlander by birth, n

native of Loch-Carron, Ross-shire.  Though a

mau of much hwmility of character, he was
naturally prond of his country, and he was
especialiy so ol his clan, and, as we believe,
exceediuglyfwell acquatnted with the heroic
passagges of both, From Mr. Logan's history of
the clans of ithe Scottish Highlands we learn
that the clan Matheson maintained a rare;re-
putation for barlaric conege and rough ad-

dress,  Indeed its faith in the strong arm and

the tonyg ciaymorv, in the strong will and un-
swerving resolve, would compure favourably
with any of the independent tribes of Cale-
donia,  Nevertheless the belligerent tastes of
members of that tribe seein to have been nog
only destructive but incapacitating ones, It
toueh! itsell ont of condition, and from an ex-
ceasive expenditure of blood and foree became
reduced in numlbers, in inthuence and in pos-
ressionis, At lenwth its strength was finally
broken by the turbulent inroads of its more
pepulous neighbours, the fong-legged sons of
Glengarry, who as we have heard, were adepts
at < Hiting " cattie, “tyring roofs)” and an-
aexing frecholds,  But ihough the clan wis
rediced in numbers and strength the come-
patatively fow  persons who remained  reli-
rheasly preserved the tenacious qualities that
had distinunixhed the character of thedr fathers,
They may have sdmitted the ruin which be-
fell them, but they suggested no reproaches
vither for the policy or the pluck Ly which it
Bad leen brousht about.  Montaigne's esti-
miate of true valonr was fairly expressed by
this= rewmnant of ol Matheson st [t was
stability not of lrgs and arms, but of the
vourage nud the soul " which they valued. 1If
tega shonld fail a Matheson, let him tight on
s Kuees  Such an one is overcome not by
his foe, = bt by fortune.” ¢ He is killed, not
conipiered,” for < the most valiant are some-
times the most unfortunate.”” < The part that
trive conguering has to play lies in the en-
connter, not in the coming off.  "'he honour
of valonr consists in fightineg, not in subulu-
ing.'  Thus the Mathesons scem to havo
thought, and baving acted in aceordance with
such thought they gradually became the prey
of their more powerful neighbours, and con-
seguently they fell, not from honour, tmt from
the condition of inthnence which they formerly
enjayed,

The name, ascording (o Reottish rendering,
origiautly  was = MacMbathain,” or ¢ Mat-
haineach,” a combination which, in the opi-
nivn of some writers, i probably derived from
“Maithewn,” beroes, or rather 4 Maon,” s hero,
& term now obsolete.  Mr, Logan, already
quoted, observes that < the formn of the Fug-
lish transtation is somewhat unacconntable,”
but he cantions unlearned folk not to con-
found the Mathesons of the Highlands with
those of other parts whose names are merely
corruptions of Matthews-son, The subject of
thix notice war mosi anxious to avoid all such
confusion, and was consequently tenacious as
to the right spelling of his name.  Indeed he
wonld admonish the nuthors of such mistakes
in nowise 1o repeat them, Of conrse there is
much that is obscure, ns well as much that is
sttrnctive in such subjrets, and wo may fairly
exceuse  the ancient honse of Lochalsh for
thinkinie a good deal of its heroic history.

Mr. Matheson was the only surviving son
of dokn Mathe-on, by Flora Macvae, his wife,
His great—grandfather was Duogald Matheson,
of Balmaenra, Lochalsh, Ross-shire, who mar-
ried the danghter of Mackenzie of Dachmal-
nack, and was killed in the action of Glen
Shiel, Glenelg, on the 10th Tane, 1719, Their
eldest son, Roderick, marcied the daughter of
Kenneth Mackenzie, by his wife Mary, deugh-
ter of. Mackenzie of Applecross.  John, the
cldest son of Roderick last mentioned, married
l‘:lom, du'uuhiur of Donald ‘Maerae of Strath
Conan.  The subject of this notice was their
o‘r}ly surviving son, e was twice married,
Firstly to Mary, dauglitor of Captain Robert.
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son of Inverness, Scotland, who died in 1825,
and secondly in 1830 to Anna, danghter of the
Rev. James Russell, Minister of Gairloch, Ross-
shire, Scotland,

The clun, ax we hiave said, fought itself out
of condition, and those who were left made
matters worse by generally placing themselves
beyoud the protection of the iuw, as they

heartily  capoused  the lost cause of tho
Stuarts. It was not difiicult in those days to

impuoverish s Jucobite, and we have little doubt
that the house of Lochalsh was made to suffer
for ts opinions a5 well as for its conduct.
Roderick Matheson at the outsct of his career
had no wealth besides that which is the com-
mon heritage of his countrymen. e had the
good luck te he born o Scot, and he must be
an indifferent specimen of the race who, with
the advantage of having the Tweed to the
south of him, cannot make his own fortune.

Young Roderick Matheson proved no ex-
ception to this common rule. Phe work was
hard at tirst, fur the stream and the tide were
agninst him, Happily he did not give up, He
put his back to the past and its black histories,
while he turned hiy face to the futare and its
bright hopes,  Moreover he did not paddie
his canov alone | his mother was there to aid,
to bless, and to comfort him,  In speaking of
the portion of Lis life that was passed in the
Town of (nverness the Perth Courier says :

S s chaoaeter was formed in childhond by
a mother wiose means were of the smallest,
but whose heart aud spirit were of the highest
—aun wdeal womnn whose deep and  fervent
faith in God, and hizh sense of duty, gave
talance aud steadfustiess toa charscter which
might otherwise have been warped by a too
vivid imagination and fervent poctic facalty ;
A woman, too, of so loving a spirit that she,
pour herself, wus alwayd ready to deay herself
for the sake of those whose need was greater -
o waman whose intlinence was as great over the
hearts of her children, after she had lain for
threc-score yenrrs in her grave, as thonzh she
had been with them but vesterday.  Mr.
Matheson often spoke of his delight as a child
in listening to his mothers singing of Gaelic
ballads for hours toscther—ballads of the
nature of Danish Sagas; recotuting the brave
deeds of bold warriors in the byc-gone times.
The mother stivred her boy's imagination and
tired his heart by telling him talesof the brave
deeds ot his forefathers) who fonght and suf-
fered zallanty in the Jacobite canse. To the
last days of his life be cherished the deepest
atfection  and  admiration  for his devoted
mother.

“ e was but a boy when his brother—an
otly brother, several years older than himseif
—brought him ont to Canwda; but his abilities
wure 80 promizing that the schoshinaster in
Inverness grieved rreatly over losing bim from
among hix pupils; and remonstratad warmly
with his brother for removing him to Canada
at g0 early an age; but Farquhar Matheson,
the elder brother, who was then serving in the
army in Canada, wished to have his brother
vear him, Roderick attended scnool fo Lower
Cannda for some time after cominig to the
country.”

We do not know in what year young

toderick Matheson left the Lower Canada
school, bhut haviug done so he probably went
to the old Johnstown Distriet, and possibly
visited the Village of Perth, the place which
eventually became his home.  What his plan
of life then was wo are not informend, possibly
he had made none, for it was diticult in those
angry and evil days to adopt either & penceful
or a profitable calling.  Human passions held
high carnival.  All Enrope was aglow with
war,  France hated Fuogland, and found in
the United States a government prepared to
sympathize with such hatred. Napoleon plan-
ned for the conquest of Kngland, while the
United States merely desired the annexation
of Uanada.  The time had come when both
olijects appeared to be within reach. England
was isolated and without allies in Europe,
while her army was cecupied in Portugal and
Spain.  Austria and Prussin hiad become the
confederates of France in her war against
Russia. At such & moment, when thus en-
gaged in o death stroggle for the Hiberation of
Furope, the United States shewed their re-
spect for liberty by declaring war against
Great Britain, the only asylum of frecdom then
remaining in Europr.

The England of that day did not blench at
the new menace or shrink appalled from the
new danger.  She neither quibbled about her
duties nor shirked her responsibilities, She
accepted- the cartel of her treacherons foe, and
e preparations to deal with it manfuily.,
Sir Isane Brock was President and Commander
of the Forces in Upper Canada. "That emi-
nent soldicr did not win his promotion by
competitive examinations, snd hence he did
not wholly occupy himself with analyzing
the strength of competing States or ganging
the forces of opposing armics.. He was n pa-
triot as well as a soldier, an enthudiast as well
as ncommauder, Morcover, e had a talis-
manic way of communicating to other souls
the apirit which animated his,  Hisspeech to
the Legislature of Gpper Canada, deliveredin
Pebruary, 1813, pulskes with bope while it is
nerved with contidency - Such & speceh from
such a man silenced doubt and inspired
conrage. To use the words of Earl: Bathuarst,
Livock ¢ displayed qualities ndinieably adapted

to dismay the disloyal, to reconcile’the waver-
ing, and to animate the great mass of the in-
habitants against successive attempts of the
vnemy to invade the Province.” General
Brock called the militia of Upper Canada to
the front, and to the front that gallant militia
camne, willing to do and to dare all things for
k0 good a cause, and for so gaullant a com-
mander, The words spoken at York were
borne to all party of the Province, and espe-
cially reverberated through the townships of
the old Johnstown Distriet.  Stormont, Dun-
das, and Glengarry sent their men to the
front—old and young volunteered. Grey
beards and siriplings, animated by the like
spirit, presented themselves for the like pur-
pose. Each and all were anxious to save their
heurths from an enemy whose designs were as
wicked as they were unprovoked,

Tn the company of those Volunteers was
young Roderick Matheson, not then twenty
years of age, He was quiet and unassuming
in manner, lithe and active in person,  His
courage was of the silent order, but none the
less real because it was noiscless  He enlisted
wie know not in what regiment, and wore we
know not what uniform. 1t must suffice that
it was the regiment and uniform of his ¢ So-
verrign Lord the King?  The young Volun-
teer must soon have shewn himself 4 soldier
of promise, for a short time oaly clapsed when,
on the gth Febrnary, 1812, he receiveda com-
inission of Eusign in the Gleugarry Feucibles,
a corps organized for especial service in Can-
aida,  The regiment was officered by men who
are still remembered with pride by many, and
iu whose families their names ace cherished
as # household words)”  Colonel MceDonell,
Aide-de-Crunp to {iencral Brock, and who fell
beside his chief at Queenston Heights, was of
that regiment. Encas McDoacll, late Warden
of the Penitentiary, and his kinsman, Bishop
McDonell, if we mistake not, were of that re-
giment.  ChiefJustice Sir J. B, Macaulay, the
dear friend of Mr. Matheson, as well as Colonel
FitzGibben, in like manner were of that regi-
ment. These, and others, whom we might
nme, were xush men as Tecumseth liked, for
they were men “of big hearts’? They, and
their rifle green uniforms wrung many a com-
plimeutary warwhoop from Brant and other
chieftaing, who from their ubiquity, and their
colour, used to call them the # Black Stump ?
Brigaede. ¢ Ah, Brant, is this you?” said Ro-
doerick dMatheson to the chieftain one day,
tyon geem glad to see me ¢ What Indian,”
was the answer, ¢ would not be glad to see n
¢ Black Stump.” The enemy had frequent rea-
500 to beware of the # black stumps,” for on
more than one occasion they discovered to
th-ir cost that #the stumps’™ were instinct
with life~especially when fire at short range
issined from forms that were supposed by them
to be wooden and inanimate.

War was declaviol by Congress on the 18th
of Juns, 1312, Three days after that declara-
tion, Wellington crossed the Agueda to com-
menee his Salamanca campaign, and three
days later Napoleon passed the Niemen on his
Russian road to ruin,  Events in Europe hur-
rivd on apace, nor did they move slowly in
America,  Commencing in the west the war
soon ran aloume the line and thoroughly ocen-
pied the combatauts on the two frontiers, In
Central Canada skirmishes of more or less
moment wereg of fiequent occurrence, and the
(ilengarrys took their full share in all such en-
terprizes. Roderick Matheson, for example,
received his commission of Ensign on the 6th
February, 18125 on the 5th August, 1813, he
was gazetted as Licutenant and Paymaster,
On the 24th December in the following year
peace was concluded at Ghent between Great
Britain and the United States. The war lasted
anly two vears and a half. During that period
the subject of this notice was engaged thirty-
three times with the enemy, twice he was
wounded, once at Nacket’s Harbour very se-
verely.  He was present with his regiment at
the actions of York, Sacket's Harbour, Cross
Roads, Fort George, Lundy's Lane, and Fort
Erie. 1f in conversation the minor engage-
ments on the Niagara frontier were referred to,
Mr. Mathesoa could generally guide the nar-
rative becanse, as he quietly used to observe,
1 was there”

Yot only was Roderick Matheson present
when duty required him, but he had a plucky
habit of volunteering for dangerous service,
Despatches, for example, were to be carried
from Kingston to Montreal at a time when long
reaches of the river weroe controlled by the
enemy,  On such an oeeasion he was cmbar-

assed and kuew not how to proceed.  Think-
imyg, however, < that fortune favours the bold,”
he with his crew of eight Indiang, in a bark
canoe, determined to run - the ¢ North” or
« Lost” Chanuel of the Long Sault rapids ; an
experiment  which was  creditable to his
courage und to his high sease of duty, one
which nearly. resulted in the loss of his dis-
pitehes and of these who bore them,

1f young Matheson was skilful in & canoe,
e was equally at homwe in the saddle. When
serving on the Niagara fronticr at a critical
wmometit when reinforcements were neoded a
messenger wak required o go to a distant post,
“3cud me,” srid the yonng subaltern. And he
was sent. He rode sixty miles across the
country in cight hours, killing one horse, and
probably with dificulty getting another, but
wrriving in thine o etfect the service on which

he was sent. % Beneath his quiet manner much
character lay hid. His superior officers dis-
covercd that he wasg digereet and trustworthy
us well as courageous and persevering, and
hience hig services were gladly taken advan-
tage of when the work to be done required
thonght as well as energy for its successful
puerformance.

Peace in America was succesded by war in
Europe. It was of short duration, for the vic-
tory of Waterloo restored the olive branch to
the world,  On the 18th June, 1812, the Con-
gress of the United States declured war against
Great Britain, On the 18th June, 1815, in the
final route of the French army, the Congress
of the United States might have read, had
there existed an Occan telegraph to inform
them, how thoroughly the scal of failure had
been set on all their schemes of conquest |

With the prospect of enduring peace in

Eureope and in America the military establish-
ments of the mother country were reduced.
egiments were disbanded, officers retired and
sotught in civil pursuits for congenial and re-
munerative cmployiment. [n December, 1816,
Lieut. Matheson went on half-pay, and in the
following year scttled at Pertlr. Whatever
may have been the charm which the place pre-
sented, it at all events had the special attrac-
tion of being the chosen wbode of many of bis
most cherished friends. Hemade his election,
and having done so he clung to it with con-
servative fidelity ; for in after-life he neither
changed nor sought to change his place,

The influence which a wise and just man
can exert in the backwoods of Canada, can
searcely be overrated. A well-chosen Magis-
tracy is a real blessing to a country. Officially
they are conservators of the peace, and inci-
dentally they may become ministers of good-
will. Men of the contrary would are the
curse of a neizhbourhood. They are the phy-
sicians of evil, creatures who suguest strife
that they may inflict fines for healing it,
Canada, unfortunately, has not beea frec from
this type of offendir, and localities have suf-
fured accordingly.  Previously to the appoint-
ment of County Juldzes, many of the duoties
that are now performed by them were dis-
charged by the Chairman of the Court of
Quarter Nessions.  The person appointed to
the last mentioned oifice was necessarily cho-
sen for his nitness, to say nothing of his social
qualifications, his high character; and what
may be termed bis judicial experience, It is
complimentary to the subject of this notice
that he held the appointment in question for
a long time with credit to himself, and as we
belicve, with advantage to the community.

As was to be expected. a good many district
duties devolved on him awnd naturally any
work of & military character was most propr-
ly assigned to one who had shewn singular
address and capacity when soldiering was the
reverse of holiday work.  For many years Col.
Matheson commanded the old Fiest Ali
District of Upper Caunada. He knew some-
thing of the militia of Lpper Canada, and even
when the force was speeringly deseribed is a
t: power only on paper,” he was contident that
the slightest menace, the most trivial touch of
trouble, would revive its slumbering energies
aud awaken it to life. The volunteer move-
ment had his hearty co-operation. It was in
his opinion an element of defence whose im-
portance could scarcely be exaggerated, Heace
it was that maay of the volunteer compauies
enrolled in the neighbourhood of Perth aud
L'Orignal were, as weare informed, organized
with his advice and under his supervision.

In 1844 Col. Matheson was recommended
by His BExcellency Lord Mutealf for appoint-
meat to the Legislative Council, bat he did
not receive his comwmission until the 27th day
of May, 1847. when similar commissions, of the
same date, under the sigu munual of the Earl
of Elgin and Kincardine, were issued to the
Hon. Hammett Pinhey, an English gentleman
well known and much respected by the people
of the Ottawa Vulley, and the Hon. James
Ferrier, the popular and energetic Mayor of
Montreal, The Legislative Couneil was then
what the Senate is now, anominated body, and
Me. Matheson at all events was exceedingly
averse to its becoming au elective one. The
threatened change grew more and more im-
minent, and henee Mro Matheson was moved
from his quiet Parliamentacy life to meet it by
asking the Legislative Counuzil to commit it-
self to & series of resolutions of an anticipating
character which should have the effect of
blocking the way to a change which he ab-
horred.  Unfortunately for Mr. Matheson, but
possibly not so for the Legislative Council,
his very sensible resolutions were got rid of,
as many a disagreeable subject is got rid of in
Parliament, o a question of order, It was so
adroitly raised that the resolhutions did not gt
beyond the notice paper. They never found
their way into the journals.  In the following
session the obnoxious bill again came up from
the Commons, and finally passed the Legisla-
tive Council.  The Hou. Mr. Matheson, with
ten others, protested against the bill, The
protest -was, we incline to think, a weaker
docnment than were his resolutions ‘of the
previous session. In passing it may not be
out of place tonote that the progress of clpmgu.
from natural or othet causes, in & nominated
body, is more rapid than soine persons ara apt
to suppose In 1847, for example, when the
Houn, Mr. YMatheson took his seat in the Lvgis




