
THE HARP.

mo:il ondcd and sho arosc, she slowly
but su rcly frozo zigai n. Slo sat down,
her ringd liands crossed in lier lap, and
vatcd( hle r gralnddauhtas as tlcy

inoved about the roon. There %vas a
pilo in IL corner, aid Marie opoied it,
and ian cir I ingers over the koys witl

skilled toulich. Reine stood at the
windows, and watched the swoct sunm-
mier twilight falling, and tie swcet sin.
mller stars corne out.

"Thcre arc one or two things I wo:ld
lik to sa1y te you, young lalies," Mrs.
Wiidsor bcgins at last, " but perhaps it
is almost too seoon te spaCIk to-night. It
is :avilys best to comc to a riflct un-
lerstai i ig IS speedily as inay bc i t
saves possi ble un pleasiantnss in the
future. But if Yeu wisl I will de'er
wliat 1 have te say un til to.moirro'v.'

I liatcver you wisi, dtar adamn,"
Mario is îgenitly begin ninîîg, when Ieine
nirs suîddeily fren the window.

lMadame is iigit," sha says, a ring
of decision scarcely to bc cxpetld i.
lier toie, " it is ilways best te knew
prccisely how we stand at once. Wc (Ie
net wislh yeu tò defer' on1 our accont
anytling you nliay have te say until te-
.norro'ew."

"VIry woll." Shc loeCcd surprised,
aind slîglitly displcased at tlio abruîpt in-
terruption. " If you wvill leavc that,
window, and sit dowii, ali I Ihave to say
cm be said ini a very few miiutes.''

Reina obeys. Maio talces a low
iocker, .Reino seats lirself in Long
worth's cspacial armchair, lier snall face
looking white and still in the faint plle
<1usk.

"I nod not. tell you," bagins irs.
Windsor, in lier very coldest voica,

that whenayour ohineer cloped with
youri father sh was discarded from this
hoiuso aIt once and f'or over. I need not
tell yeu that shc wroto me many letters
inploring pardon aiid-mney. I need

not tell you tlos letters, one and all,
wor consignied to tha fire, and never
answered. AIl this you know. W«han
your fatlier %vrote of his wifa's deatlh, it
did not mova nie. I naither grieved
for lier, ner regretted her. I liad east
lier out of my heart many yeurs baforo;
shea had beon dead te ue from the hour
she becaino Monsioir Landello's wife.
Whan, later, yo informed me of lis
dleath, it did net, as a matter of courso,

concern me at ali. But whion still later,
youing ladies,: yen wrotc amnouncing
your intention of coming lere it beeaine
nicessary te tako soie decisivo stops.
Yo mcrely said yoeu vere coming, and
you gava noe address te whicli 1 couild
vriLo to )rovent thit comning. Still I

tLook deisv easures-the first being
to nake ny will."

Shc pauses. The dusk is doopening
in the rooma, the thrC figures sit motion-
loss, the low, harsh voice of the speaker
aieln breaks the twiligit silence. Marie
sits, cona liand over liai' Cyes ; Reine
sits, both lands clenclhed hard and fast
in lier lai), as one miglit in the muta
agony of' physical pain, lier ayes gleam-
ing in the seii-dairkness.

"'-ain a very rich womian," pursues
Mirs. Windsor; " thera are few richer
than I am to-day. I made my will, and
I bequeathcd every atoin of that vealth
vhicl has been acccauuiating in the

Wiidsor. f:aily for nearly ane hnndred
years to the only huian being on earth
t greatly cara foi, the gentleman who
brouglt yen hire, Mi. Laurenco Long-
worth. What I care for lim you nead
net know-the fiet romains. My will
is made, and at my death ail that 1 poss-
0ss is bequeatied te him.

Slo pauses again. Still profound si-
lence, and after an instant sha goes On.

Il The second stop I proposed taking
was te go to NoV Y'ork, naot yon thera
upon landing froin the Hesparia, puy
youir returin pasraga, and send yen back,
settling an annuity on each suflicient, at
least, to cep you froi want. That was
my fixed resolva. But befor going I
sent for Mr. Longworth and told hin
of my plans, sholIed him your lettar,
and inforned him he was my heir."

rvory few minutes Mrs. Whidsor
pauses, and in thasa pauses Reine cai
hear the beatinfg of lir own aungry, ro-
bellious, passionato lcart.

" Mr. Longwo'tlh is a man of mn, a
gentleman of high onor and spotless
integiity-he ref'uised to accept the for-
tune offered hima. He so positively re-
fused It, thut it becano necessaiy for me
te think of soma othei' disposition of it.
That, lowevoi, is a question for the fu-
ture. I told him alse of my intention of
sending you back, and found hlinso r-
solutely Opposed to it that I was for'Cod
to give it up. Hle pleaded your riglit to


