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Bro, Huoues has beon very poorly for the last
two months., Something over a week ago he
arrived in St. John, since which he has been
gradually improving,

THis issue is somewhat late, duo to circumstances
over which we had no coutrol. TaE CHRISTIAN for
May will not he issued till near the middle of the
month, as the publishers are abuut te move their
place of business.

Bro. G. D. WEAVER, one of our boysat the Bible
College, Ky., writes in response toa letter received:

It found us all well and progressing nicely. Wo
are looking forward with bright bopes, and often
talk of the time when we will got through hers and
return to the provinces to work.

Bro. Wirrtax Morray has been for a short
time with the brethren at East Machias, Three
confessed Christ and were buried with the Lord
in baptism. He is now visiting the church at
Leonardville, after which he goes to Princotoun,
Maino, where he will remain for at least three
months,

Tae question is sometimes asked: Why is it that
men and women do not obey the Saviour? And
again, Why are the moetings so thinly attonded?
Several reasons may be giveu for this state of
things, and the N. Y. Advucate presents two or
three:

The pernicious custom of looking to the pastor
alone to attract the people and hold them has been
the ruin of some churches. The pastor canunot fil
the house. Ho will do well if he fills the puipit.
The church members must fill the pews. This
they can do by being present at every service and
by inviting others, and by treatiog strangers in
such r way that thoy will desiro Lo roturn, and by
praying and laboring for tho conversion of souls.
1f none aro drawn tu the church except thuse whom
the minister draws, there will be few remaining
whon heis gone. It is far mote important to have
a drawing church than s drawing pastor.

——

TaE following clippiugs from private lettors aro
but a few of the many encourrging words received
from the readers of THE CHBRISTIAN:

] am glad to hear of the growing success of your
intercsting paper, which will keep the wants and
the triumphs befure the minds of tho people.”

¢ We must have Tue CHRISTIAX anyway, forl
am sure wo could not afford to d¢ without it, and
only wish it camo oftenur,” ’

SoME one has cumpared the rum shops to a mad
dog, and then in an adroit manner prosents the
various mothods suggested by tho public for tho
treatment of said dog:

¢ Thero are five waye of dealivg with the dog;
one is to lot him rum looss and bite whomsoover
ho pleases; that is free whiskey. Another is to tie
him up with a long chain, and tax hie owner $50;
thatis low license. Another is to shorten the chain
and chargo a good round sum; that is hizh heonsu.
Anothor 18 to drive him out of town 1ntu the next
town; that is local option. But the only effective
way i8 cut his tail off close behind his ears; that is
prohibition.”  But “‘a majority of the people who
make the laws don’t think so, and until we can
convert them to onr way of thinking, the dog muat
live,” Meanwhile, what shall be dono with himn ?
Surely not to let him ran at large, but to tie him

| up as tight and short as possible aud restrict to the

utwost his dangerous power.

TALMAGE, in one of his characteristic sermons,
presents in a forcible mannor his idea of a religious
humbug as follows:

Ono of the professors in Harvard University was
a great bug-ologist.” He had all sorts of hugs the
world ever saw, in frames; and he studied buy:
ology until ke know all about it, and had thousands
of specimens of differont sorts of bugs. And tho
mischievous students took the legs of one bug, and
the body of another, and the winvs of another, and
put thom all togother, just as nature puts them
togother and carried the bug in to the old professor,
with his thick glasses on, and laid it on the table
and said:

¢ Professor, what sort of bug is that?”

The old professor looked at it, and turned it
sround, and looked at it, and looked at it, and
looked at it azain, und said he, *‘ Gentlemen, this
is a humbug.” And this is just what we mean by
a religious humbug. He has got tho head of a
Christinn, and tho foot of a dancer, and the tongue
of a tattler, and tho appetite of a drunkard, and
the laziness of a shirk; snd you just put him all
together, and ho is tho finest specimen of humbug
you ever saw. :

Tur New York Herald, of a short time ago, was
somewhat puzsled to account for the almost univer-
aal fear of Sundey rains, and eays!

¢ It is univerrally rogarded as unhealthy, if not
positively dangerous, to go to church in tho rain.
A downright pour will not keep us from the opera
on Monday, but evea a drizzlo on Sunday dvoms
the poor minister to preach to empty pows.
Whether the Sunday rain is excoptionably wet, or
there is more rhonmatism flying around on that
day, or religion, like sugar, dissolves when in cou-
tact with moisture, we will not attempt to say; we
aimply indicate the pecnlinrity, and luave to others
tho pleasure, of solving the puzzle.”

By readiug tho above, a writer of considerable
experience duclarea that throughout the State of
Kentucky, (yes, and witbout fear of contradiction,
he might include P. E. 1., N. 8., and N. B ), there
exists as in New York the same dread and precau-
tions, concerning the unhealthfulness of Sunday
rain, and writes:

This puzzle is older to us than the suggestion of
the New York Herald, isn't it, brother preacher?
Its svlution has baflled us f.r yeara, Its excep:ional
wetness is not confined to the State of New Yerk,
it is just a8 wet down here in the State of Kentucky,
snd is considersd just as dangerons. It comes
down especially charged' with rheumatism, hoarse-
u0s8, consumption, toothaches, headaches, and our
peple evoy bulivve that with eome sutceptible
constitutions it wnay bring on cramp, colic and
lookjaw, The rol »at farmer who goes sbout all
dsy Saturday in tho rain putting np fonges and

feeding stock, wouldu't daro to venture out on N
rainy Sunday. Ho is peouliarly suscoptible to tho
rhoumatism and it wouldn’t do at all.  Tho young
Jady who ventures out the stormiest night to tho
party, couldn’t think of risking her health going to
church on a rainy Sunday, for her grandmother
was & consumptivo and it behooves hor to ho very
careful of herself, and the Suuday raine are so
dangerous, you know,

Will not somo rood chemist take theso naughty
Sunday rain drops to his laboratory, and by sharp
analysis give us the secret of their baneful power
to destroy robust health and breed diseaso?
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THE CLAURCH AT TIVERTON.

In my last letter 1 undertook to give an outline
of the history of the church in Westport, and pro-
mised in my next to givo a briof skotch of the
church in Tiverton. This promise, with your per+
mission, I will now fulfill.

I hsve alroady spoken of tho mission of Bro.
Crawford to Digby County, and of hie preaching on
Long Island. Though the opposition ho met was
atrong and bitter, yet thore were a foew who atvod
by tho prescher, being convinced that the word
preeched was in truth the Word of God. Among
theso were Bro. John A, Smith and Sister Smith,
Tor their adherenco to theso iruths, and because
their house became the home of the proacher they
incurred the displeasure of the church of which
thoy wero thon members, which resulted in a separ-
ation, All ths touk place lung hefore thore wasa
church organized in Tivorton, 1 I am not mis-
taken, thero was at this time but oro church-on
Long Island, and that was the Baptist Church,
with its headquarters at Freeport, There were @
fow others at this timo, whose names I cannot now
recall, who also acceptod the ancient order of things
as presented by Bro. Crawford, There wero a few
baptized on Long Is'and by Bro. Crawford, but I
cannot give their names.

Thus matters stood until after the organization
of tho church in Westpurt, when Bro. J. B.
Knowles came to labor with the brethren there.
I have «fton heard the brethren iu Tiverton speak
of tho time when Bro. Kaorwles firat landed there,
Having come in a little vessel from St. John, and
r.ot knowing whether ho had a friend on the island,
ho started and walked ton miles to Freeport. Had
he known the warm hearts there that wers ready
to receive-him, ka would not have taken this long
walk, tired and seasick as ho was.

But soun after Bro, Knowles got settled at
Westport, he was encouraged to oxtend his Jabors
to Tivarton, -which he was only too g1a,d to do.
Bbon & great interedt way gwakened, and wquite & .



