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“FAITH COMETH BY HEARING, AND HEARING BY THE WORD OF G

OD.”—Paul.
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IL. The work to be dvne. We¢ must not
think that because so much has been done
and so much is doing, that the prolblem of
the world’s conversion is sulved and the
work uccomplished. There is a dark side to
the picture and we necd to lovk at that to
realize our duty. There are a thuusund
millions of men in all lauds who need
conversinn to Christ.  Japan has 40,000,-
000 inhabitants, the majority worshipping
idols.  China bhas 350,000,000, aud but
a handful koow the true God.  There are
200,000,000 women and girls in Chins who
need to be rescued from the tyranny and de-
gradation of a false religion.  Iu Indiu thery
are 600,000 widows under uninctecn yeurs of
age, who ure prohibited by the laws of the
country from marrying again; and of these
200,000 are less than fourteen years old,
and 78,000 less than niue!

Here is a tusk gigautic cnough. tu arvuse
all our energies,  Is Clrist to aule vver this
billion of unconverted men?  Is 1Lis 1eligion
to revolutionize society iu heathen lauds,
softening the hearts of mien and protecting
the innucence of childhoud and the purity of
womanhood? And-is Iis law to guvein the
now degraded hosts und mould them iuto o
high and holy mauheod?  Then His people
muet bo His instruments.  Bacli must say,
¢ Herc am I, Lord: send me.” It is high
time that,\in view of a world perishing in re-
bellion and despair, every Christian heurt
should throb with escitement and every

Christian_hand should be stretched to the

rescuo. The magmitude of the work, and
,the importauce of prompt action, are inten-
sified by the fact that this billion of men will
soon be beyond our reach. What we dv
must be done quickly. The short spun of a
humaa hife is the measure of vur opportuni-
ties, I'he life-time of one generation wili
witness the decks swept clear of all this human
freight. vt
them? Out into the dark unknown. With-
out a hope. Without remeday. Into the
awful scenes of the judgment-day. Can we
be ind:fferent when such a picture is before
us? Can, we fold our arms when a world s
perishing? Far from us be such acrime.
Let us buckle on the armour and follow our
Captain in His march. .
lives into tho fray, thattho day of triumph
may be hastened.

III. The necessities of the case:

1. Workers are nceded. The hiving mes-
songer must carry:the life-giving message’ to
the dying. Thewordrof truthcan-néiherbe
wafted on‘the wings of the wind or dropped
-By birds of the-air, but consocrated men -and:

Aud where to, 1f we do not reach

Let us throw our,g

women must go to their fellow mortals with
the proclamation of peace. The waters of
salvation must fluw through human chaaneols,
and the first great crying need of the causo
to-day is menand women who will lay aside
all elso and labor in the interests of souls.
They are needed everywhere. In civilized
Jands there is a dearth of preachers,  Fields
that have ouce been cultivated into fruit-
fulness ure compelled to lic dormaunt becanse
no husbandman can be found. The dense
pupulutions of the Jurgu cities are bat poorly
supplied with gospel facilities, while large
tracts of country are entirely destitute of
worhers in the interests of religion. And
what shall we say of the nceds of heathen
lands?  Where are the laborers who will suw
aud reap in this white harvest field? Should
we supply o competence of workers for the
full vecupation of heathen territory we would
eutirely absorb the present force of effective
wurkers in Christian Iands.  This cundition
of things ought not to exist. There vught to
Le more laborers in the vineyard —more pub-
lic advucates of the claims of Jesus. Were
viery member of Pretestant Christendom to-
duy tu tarn preacher and go to the uncon-
verted there would be ten souls: for every
worker to convert. There should be a larger
prupurtivn of Christian men and women who
would give themselves to “ the ‘ministry of
the word.™ There are many buried talents
that should be dug up and burnished and
multiplied by use. The cundition of the
world demands it. The profession of the
Cliristian demands it. If a man have the
ability to advance the reign of Christ and
dues not du it, he is like that unworthy son
who, when his father commanded him to go
work in his viheyard, s.id, “I go,” but
went not.  Here is a field for the noblest
acliiciements. No other sphere of lubor
presents such possibilities for the exercise of
philanthropy and the performance of great
Jdeeds. Young man, do you aspire to true
greatness? Do you want to use the splendid
talents which God has lent to you in making
the world better? In elevating humanity?
In advaucing civilization? Aund to be account-
ed a benefactor of your race? Then by all
means take with you as your instrument
that most potent of 2ll means for the enlight-
eument and advancement of men, the gospel.
Muke tho world better by making it more
like Christ. Elevate fallen hamanity by
leading it up to the cross. Advance civiliza-
tivn by briuging men under thebenignant rule
of Jesus; and bless men by inducing them
to drink from the fountain of =ll blessing.
You will find.scope here for all your ener-
jes. Your most brilliant powers of mind
will fird themes worthy of them in the story.
of a Saviour’s love and the_ problem of a
world’s redemption.  While the glory which
will crown your work will not be ephemeral
as tho sparkle: of the dew-drop or the
‘beauty of the butter-fly, but undying-as the

v

‘|'silver sheen of Niagara or thé golden:rays of

gunshine, .

2. Money is needed. *<Thou shalt not
muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn.”
¢ The laborer is worthy of his hire.” ‘I'he
man who devotes his timoe and encrgies to
tho work of the gospel at homo, must be sup-
ported by those who devote their talents to
secular pursuits. And missions in foreign
lands cannot be undertaken or sustained
without money. God intends that money
shall be given for this work. Ile has taught.
the Christian that he is but a steward.
Whatever he has he holds only in  trust.
“Tho silver is mine and the gold is mine,
saith the Lord-of hosts.” When God’s cause
demands it God’s money ought to bo given.
Jesus has said to Ilis people (Luke xvi. 9),
¢« Make-to yourselves friends by means of the
mammon of unrighteousness: that when it
shall fail, they may 1eceive yor intv etornal
tabernacies.” There is an imperative de-
mand for money to carry on the ** cvlossal
enterprise of the world's evangelization,”
And, in view of the work to be dune, and
the urgency of the cuse, the gifts for this
purpose are shamefully meugre. Tho total
sum spent annually on Foreign Missions by
the Protestant world is about ten millivns of
dollars. This is ubout ten cents apiece for
cach member of Protestant Christendom.
Do you say that is dving pretty well?  The
whole amount averages about one cent per
year fur cach soul of this thousand milion
of the lust and dying.  Ts this dving a great
work for humanity? Is this nsing our Lurd’s
money wisely? Let us compare this with the
expenditures on self —expendituies that are
wholly unnecessary to comifort. 1t is said,
and duubtless with truth, that the money
now buried in jewellery and plate in Chris-
tian honscholds would, in twelve months
time, give to cvery unevangelized soul on
carth the Word of God in his own tongue,
und leave ¢nough besides to give one mission-
ary to every three hundred souls on eurth,
and to educate the children in Christian
schools throughout the dominion of pagan-
dom,

There are on this continent three resi-
dences, cack of which represents a sum suf-
ficient to support three hundred missionaries
and one thousand teachers and native help-
ers for-one year. .

The internal revenue tax on tobacco- in
New York alone in-1879, was over §7,000,000,
while the whole Christian church gathered
.only.§6,000,000 to evangolize the world.

The most moderale smoker consumes from
five to-thirty cents worth of tobacco daily, 'If
every Protestant would give eng cent daily
for missions, the magnificent sum of $365,-
* 000,000 would be raised yearly and theé con-
version of the world would soon be iccom-
‘plished. Do you say Christians are doing
well in missionm"{ work? How much boetter
could théy do if they give as much for Christ
us they spend on self? How shall we-meet
the.Judge when wo have.so dishonored Him
:witu our substance?

There ig no.plausitleexcuse for withholding



