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HOW IS THE ROMAN CATHOLIC AN IDOLA~
TR =IMAGES AND PICTURERTHE VIR~
GINS PICTURE AGAIN=THE CHRISTIANK
CHRISTMAS,

St—The charge of idolatry apainst the
Churel of ome is a grave and solemn chavye,
and not made hightly or rashly, It s the aw-
ful warning of UGod’s word that “all idolaters
shall huve their portion wn the lake which burn.
ath with fira and hrimstone, which i> the se-
cond death” (Apoe. xxi. 8), and therelore no
matter how honest or sincera an idolater may
be, his tinal dootn is declared unless he repent
and be veonverted,aud tarn to the Lord his Gol
and worship him in spirit and in trath, as the
Father requireth all true worshippers to wor-
ship him." (John iv).

1 have shown, I trust, with a clearness and
jorco sufficient to startle and awake the con
science of any anxious and candid inquirer tc the
real nature and character of the acts of those
who usa images in their worship, no matter by
what plea they attempt to justify themselves —
The omniscient Searcher of all hearts has fully
provided for all sorts of idolatry in the first and
second commandments; in the first by forbid-
ding that there should be any object of worship
but the one true God, Jehovah ; and in the se-
cond, by forbidding that any likeness or visible
representation whatever should be used in giv-
ing adoration even to taat one true God, much
fess to other beings which should net be wor-
shipped atall.

1 contend that both these commandments are
violated by all those who worship according to
the principles and practices of the Church of
Roine; the first is sinned against when the
Roinan Catholic lifts up either his heart or his
voice to the Virgin Mary and asks her to inter-
fere ot intercede in his behalf,  None should be
prayed to but God himself; prayeris the high
est act of devotion that can be done by the crea-
ture to the Creator ; to pray to the Virgin Ma.
Ty is to put her in the placo of God ; it is todei-
fy her-—to make a goddess of u sinful creature,
and give her the high homage which is due
oaly to the ‘I'riune Jehovah ! ard il this be not
a violation of his first.and great commandment,
#Phou shalt have no other Gods but ize,” thea
languuge has lost its meaning and reason its
use and end.

But the Roman Catholic transgresses like-
wiso the second commandment, which forbids
the use of images and representations in wor-
ship, when he worships even the Lord Jesus
Christ by means of a crucifix or the sacramen-
tal bread. On entering the chapel he bends his
knee to the thing upon the altar, whether he
intend the crucifix or the consecrated bread, and
by the act is a condemned idolater! ‘Thon
shalt not “bow down” to them is the true mean-
ing of the original word, and net*her saphistry
nor fraud can clude its force. The dread even

“of their own weakened translation has driven

the priests of the Church of Rome to shut out
that portion of God's T'en Commandments from
the shorter catechisms, lest the people shonld be
startled and confounded, and abhor the degra-
ding practice.

But pictures claim our attention no less than
images, when used in worshiY. ‘T'hey have
been advocated as useful and allowable, on the

lea that they serve as books for the ignorant.
g‘ow for this point I must bring my readers'
memory back to a rather famous picture which
1 have already introduced to them—I mean the
icture of the Virgin, in the Jesuit's Chapel in
pper Gardinerstreet.  What is the lesson
hich that painting teaches to the unlearned
holder or worshipper? Is ita lesson of whole-
me truth or fraudulent error? Is it that Ma.
was chosen of God, as the woman of whose
substance the everlasting Son of the Father

- was to take his hvman nature, in order that

therein he might fuliil the broken law and suf-
for and die for lost and ruined man, so as to be
enabled freely to bestow upon him pardon and
peace, and bring him into everlasting hap-
piness and heaven? Noj it teaches no such
thing ; it sets forth Mary as herself {ulfilling the
prima@val promise, and treading with her own
foot upon the serpent’s head, as if it was she
who had conquered sin and Satan and triumph.
ed over themn gloriously, and not the meck and
Towly Jesus, “the man of sorrows und acquaint-
ed with grief “who his own self bore our sins
in his body upon thetree: that we, being dead
to sing, should live to justice (meaning righte-
ousness), by whose stripes you were healed”
(Pet . ii. 24—Douay}.

More commonly the pictures of Mary present
Josus as a baby in her arms, as if he now, in
heaven, was as much under her control as he
was when a helpless child at the breast; and
this, too, teaches & lesson of error, by keeping
out of view the full.grown manhecad of the Sa-
viour with its independence of t* ought and ac-
tion. which micht suggest to the mmd that
hhnguage which ke used when he forbade her
inteference with the exereise of his divi e pro
rogatives—“Wotnan what have I to do with
thee ? mine hour is not yet come® (John ii., 4)

Bat the pictare of the Jesuits transcends in

Ciniquity all its fellows, and is honored with a

nuinber of visitorsand a deeree of attention that
fa, outrival the pistur~ of the Radeemer in the
same building.  Let any one that is curlous in

and sce for himsell  Svemg is believing Al
[ sk any sntethgent Rowan Catholic to do is
—titst, 10 Yend carefully over Fvodus ax, and
Deuterenomy v,y comparing the Donay  with
the Protestant version ; and, then, divesting his
mind of uby bias to one side or the other, let
him answer the question in his heart and con-
science before the all seving God, as he beholds
the votaries of Mury aud their devotions m the
presenee and under the influence of her pretuie
—-ure not these pc-oplo.e transgressing the plaan
eommand of God by boduyg down before the
pretended hikeuess of the body of her, whose
spirit has been exalted to happmaess and heaven,
where she now esteems it @ glonous prsiege
to be cnabled to “rejutec 1 God hier Savivur”
(Luke 1. 47).

Let ham repeat the words of the comnand.
ment, “Ihoun shalt not make o thyseilany gra-
ven thing, not the likeness of anything that s
in heaven above or the earth beneuth, or of those
thimgs that are in the waters vmler the earth,
thou shalt not adore them nor serve them . I am
the Lord thy God, mighty, jealous,’ and let
him well and calmly consider whether that
commandinent is or is not violated n the letter
and iu the spint.  Itisadolatry to give rehgious
homage to any bewng but the Triune Jehovah,
or to give 1t even to Hium by means of any vis-
ible thing made for such a purpose.  The Lsrael-
ites were wolators when they worshipped Gud
by the golden calf that Aaron made (Exod
xxxn.); und again, when they used the golden
calves that Jeroboam set up tn Dan and Bethel
to Jeeep the people from groing up to Jerusalem
to worship (ICings 1ii. 12—Douay).

"o direet a prayer to Mary atall is idolatry;
for it 1s giving to her what should be given
only to the Almighty . todirecta prayer to her,
vsing an image, is a double idolatry, and by
one act breaks two commandments. *Little
chifdren, keep, yourselves from idols” (1 John,
v 21).

Bat with what thoughts and feelings should
the devout Christian pass this sacred season of
the year? What should be his memories of
the past, and hope and prospects for the future ?
What should be Jus cause of thankfulness and
joy in commemorating the advent of the Saviour
upon earth? Should it not be that God was
for our sakes manifested i the flesh—that the
Eternal Son took our nature into union with kis
Divinity, in order to atone for oursins and open
heaven to the guilty? Should not our thank-
fulness be that he who was a babe in o manger
becamne a man, and in his full-grown ‘'manhood
suffered and died, and rose acain, and ascended
on high, and is at the right hand of God, where
he ever liveth to make intercession for us, and
is evor able and willing and ready to hearand
to help and to save for ever all themn that come
unto the Father through Him, who is the one
inediator between God and men, and the sin-
ner's only advocate with the Father.

I am, &e,
A. True Cariovtc.

GROWTH OF CATIHOLICISM.

The Tribune states that the first Catholic
Church in New York [the second iu the state]
was opened 1n 1786, the eighteenth and nine-
teenth were opened in 1849, The Zruth 1
ler estunates the present Cutholie populatipn of
that city at 100,000. The “Catholic Almanac
for 1850” says there are now in the United
States 2 Archbishops, 24 bishops, 1081 Pricsts,
and 1078 Churches—an increase of 1 Bishop
and 150 Priests within the pastyear. Ofthese
Priests, 52 were ordained in the United States.
If California and New Mexico be included, the
Catholic Priusts are 1141, and the Churches
1133. The Catholic population of the Union 15
estimated at 1,473,350, or if Upper California
and New Mexico be included,at 1,533,330, It
will be understood that the rapid and vast
accessions to the Catholic strength in this
country, are due mainly to emmigration.

WESLEYAN METHODIST
ENGLAND.
The agitation, which for so.ne time past has

exerted such a potent influence on this commu-

nity, is, we .earn from the DBruish Banner ol

the 20d and 9th ult, still gainng strength  In

the appomtment of Stewards on sotne ot the cir-
cuits a good deal of hestility has been awaken-
ed—the preachers unwiiling to nominate those
whom the membership approved, .nd the quar-
terly meetings rejecting the parties nomiated by

the superintendent preachers.  ‘the President o

the late Conference has issued a manifesto or

declaration, which it appears assumes a hostile
position with regard to the expelled wministers,
theiwr supporters and the agitation n progress

This. as might be expeeted, has given a fresh

impatus to the advocates ofereform in the polity

of the Chureh ; and has called forth doruments
of an oppnsite character, from the parties op
posed.  The great Mectig of delegaies from all
parts of England is to he held the second week
n March, in the city of London—+* ta consider”
says the Bauner ¢ the present state of the Coun-
nexion and seek for sneh Reforms as may be
decmed necessary: * MO and it
is understood that each protesting cirenit will
send two or more* Our vealars may form
some idea of the extent of the ehanars contem-
plated from the followmng extrarct (rota it declar
ation published by # Leaders, Swocrintendents,

AFFAIRS IN

School Superintendents nud otbers—all sustatn-
ingr same office—[1n the Brafderd and Gireat
Holt cirenits] slhng nearly a colutan ot the
sk yan Temes”  They affirm that—

Nothing will “satisfy the Wesleyan publie
but the appointment of faymen as Treasurers
of all the Connexionil tuinds; the diseentim-
ance of the Nommatin Committee ;. the choos-
e all Commuttes 2 by baliot, the right of the
Soeseties i adf official mestings——such as Jeud.
ers' and quart tly  ostings—io inemorialise
Confeyence on any Subjeet that bears, i the
upinson, o the dterest of the Connevion, the
admsston of lay dede 2ates iuto the district mect
wgs and the Conlureoer, with the nioht of the
Press w be present, and o ngad v ostigation
of all the Connexional funds, by sotne comprtent
1y pursons.”

Lerters Recrniep—Revs. 1. Bell; 1 Roaf; T.
Brown; B. P, Browne; Mewrs. T, O, Adhins; .
Moore, remu.

New dupscripERs,—Revse JoBell 11, T, Browa, 1,
B ' Browne, 7, 1o W. t Rogers, 12, F. Hayues, 1,
Messrse S, Hoskett, 25 Co Moore, 1, T, O, Adhins, 1,
G, Jackson, 4o

&he Watchman.
‘Meonday Evoning, February 4, 1850,

TRAVELLING AGENTS.

We have great pleasure i stating that in addition to Mr.
L, Jackson, the Reverend T, IIay ks 1s engaged as a
traveling Agent to obtain subse ribers, &c. &e., onaccount
of the Watchman,

TO sUBSURIBERS.

Pasties to whom the THFutrhman 15 sent, and who do pet
intunate therr intention to the contrary, will, after the
issue of No. 4, be considered subsenibers.  Some mdivi-
duals recerve a paper for three or six months and then
think themselves exempt from all habillity because they
refuse to take it any longer—not knowing that having
recerved four Nus. they are legally responsible for pay-
mept.  This notice 1s intended 1o prevent annoyance either
to ourselves or others.

TO AGENTS.

We cannot in too strony terms express our thanks to
those paities who have inumated their intentwm, either by
tetter or otherwise. to exert themselves to prowote the cir-
culation of the Wetdiman. Other patties who feel war-
ranted 1 co-operatsng simlarly are respectfully requested
to conununicate the same as soon as convenient.

THE GREAT CONTLICT.

The theatre of this world is at the present moment the
scenc of a momentous conflict. Indied ever since the duys
of primeval putity, when the first happy pair lived in the
unclouded light of God’s countenance, a struggle has been
in progress. Sometimes we have seen the cause of righte-
ousness presailing and spreading over the nations of the
carth, aud agam the page of lustory 1ecords the melancholy
prevalence of errot and fmpicty.  ‘The antedituvians per-
sshed m thar s, and the builders of Babel were put to
confusion. The Gentile nations rejected the true God;
and frequently the Jews wichedly departed from Him.—
it 1s, however, a remarhable fact, that under the old dis-
pensation, the idolatrous systems which prevailed among
the heathen, extabited more of the aggressive spirit, and
obtamed wider conquests than did the Jewish Church.
Although, at the commencement of the present dispensa-
tion, there were some proselytes to the Jewish religion
whe were rescued from the embrace of heathenism ;) yet
the Jewish Church at that period was by no means so
laree as 1t was several centuncs previous. The whole
cconorny of the old dispensation was alloyed by the insti-
tutions of heathemsm, and the worse than foolish innova-
tions of Jewish Doctors ; and hence, while the grandeur
of the Jewish Church, at some periods of her history,
awakened in the surrounding nations sentiments of admi-
ration, e notions of reverential awe—it is manifest that the
light of t:2t dispensation was incompetent to the subjuga-
tion and regeneration of the world. 8o cheerless and me-
lancholy was the condition of the world when the gospel
lizht ushered in a new era, that the prophet exclaims—
* darkness hath covered the carth, and gross darkness the
minds of the people.”

It remained for the God-man to introduce a system im-
bued with infimte Lenevolence and unfading youth, and
‘estined to triumph in the earth,  No sonner had Chnsti-
anity displayed its inherent energy, than its most invetes
rate foes trembled in contemplation of the glody it emittdd
and the victories it achieved. To mistaken apostles, and
others, the sufferings of the cross, and the melancholy
aloom of th> sepulehre, appeared to bedim the glory which
a hte of spotless punity and unparalleled beneyolence e chit-
ted. low errng, at best, 1s teeble man ! Thoe very crents
which intused dismay aud disquictude mto the hearts of the
diseaples, marked the dawn of an e, in the consumma-
tion ¢ which the Redeemer®s ticumphs will be asserted on
overy shore, and Ths name prised in every language.—
But this bappy agd has wot yet arrived.

In every pertod of her history, the Church has enconn-
tered formidable oppesition, Al imprisonment. exite,
and the buming ¢ fageots,” the genvine adherents of i ris-
tanity bave nedly avowed theie prafession. Truth has
ever had wiliiessex § although sometimes tae poeciotts romes

tnt wies well nighwasted, yetall the persecutions=-%owe saithy proctice wod paivilige Sor Jic i these havaent- o

ixh, Ueatheny Infidel and Popish, whick bave raged, bhave |

Frerm ase ta qze st bas hied, and to souge estent toumophe
When decime chavactenzed die |-ln!i'~\4d Chureh of
Chrat, Proy idenee rated up nien of coweze and gall of
zeal fof tie conse of trath =110 1 Who hazarded their fives
tor the ospe s <ake, anl whose wames will live on the
antrals of tiste as the best tiends of vure sace and the trae
cetvautsof God.  Whde b\ e wgre i v ot Lnlh"r, (‘.ll(’ill,
Melans thon, Kuox, White el Weddey, Ph’l\'hl')’, anl
Wheir cordutons, the banger of eth was unfurled, and the

.

pret b e srovsand N alite s of o degenernte Churel
it most gladly

entobied e hves aatong the Savoat’s witoesses,

ared b gostiatesd worldy pointe Lo

Spee thie cogppeneetnent of the present century, the
contbiet b tacen Uath and errog s wssunie? g rew phase.
Foagicat extent e bagbaritie s wath wlach the adherents
of truth were previonsdy assiled, have been abandoned.
L ~ompe baropean countnies, the eruelties of . leas en-
lesiiteped e are stk practsed, theash o a sestiicled
form, But the views aud conduct of the wations of Ea-
rope thiter widely from what they were kalf a century
age. A greuter amount of unelligenee among the people
ha~ rendered the ol mquisionial style ot treating oppos
uents, to say the teast, unpopulare  Kven in the strong
holds of the Papacy, the fate seat ot the Beast, (though we
do not imuyine the spint of the aystews or the priesthood
matenially improved.y such s the unpornfanty of those
hornd cruetties, which have stamped the Eternal City
with eternal mfamy.—thai these relentless executioners
have been compelled to sheath their “ thirsty blades,”—
The conflict we say, however, has assumed a new phaeses
The physicat-toree~argument 1> well meh driven from the
field; and the ssue nosw pending 15 to be decided prnci~
pally by moral weapons, The days of natyrdom may
return § and the Church may have to seal the truth with
the blood of her choicest suns. Antichrist may again
usurp the throne. and another ‘¢ reign of terror” may put
the followers of the Saviour to the most searching test.—
But such a state of things will be short-lived; and such
unhaliowed weapons will never deeide the great questions
atassue.  Though the strugale be mmghty and protracted,
though 1t bying every being in the wmuverse into the con-
het, yet will the victory be achieved by moraf power.~
The clangor of the hattle-field, tha roar of « aumon, the elash
of warnors® swords, the groans of expiring victims, tho
shouts of caral victors will all be hushed into sience ;
while the mbabitants of heaven. earth and hell, in opposite
phalanx, await the issue. Already the contending powers
have svunded the alarm; and every thing which can pos-
sibly subserve the cause espoused, is pressed into service.
Seiences, Arts, Luterature, &e. &c., have, in vain, been
enbisted for the subversion of the truth,  Indeed for a time
the sceptic,boasted of victory ; but the mants m the cause
of God, who have entered the lists with the boasting infie
del, have drawn from every department of science and art
and literature the most substantial arguments in favor of
Divine Revelation. The foes of simple, revealed truth
have compassed nature, witlt ar iquarian research, hoping
to find something whereby to obscure the Son of Righte-
ousness, or weaken the force of the wnttet word. To their
sad dismay, however. m attempung to undernune, they
have only exposed to view the immoveable foundation
upon which rests the stately superstrueture of eternal truth.

For ages, the opposers of the doctrines of Christianity,
have viewed, with complacency, the systematic exclusion
of the truths of the blessed gospel, from the greater part
of our race. Natonal arrangements bave, m many in-
stanees, excluded the gospel, and its heaven-appointed ex»
pounders, {rom millions of our race. Superstition and
bigotry and priesteraft have closed the eyes of millions
more against the Ligh which shone around them. But
* what hath God wrought 1 in our Jay. \What open
doors has he placed before lis Church ! India, China, A~
frica, the savages of the wilderness and desert, and the
canmbals of the ocean, are rendered accessible.  Rome
thirsts for the unaduiterated truth of God; and where the
Lutheran reformation began, tue aiost fearful and conflicte
mg clements operate ; doubtless, preparatory to the iscue
which must shortty arnve.

Situated thus, the adherents of truth, as might be antie
cipated, have made some Lold onsets agamnst the enemy’s
fortress. Bible and Tract and Misstonary Societies are the
in operation; and on many a distant shore Missionary
bands are disseminating that truth which is the sinner’s
only ground ot hope. But while Christians are thus en~
gaged, the chaldren of darkness, finding themselves incoms-
petent to weaken the force or prevent the spread of truth,
are exerting thew influence to counteract the tendency of
the gospel, by giving publicity to thesr own crude imagin~
ings. For a time it appeared as if the sons of night wezra
determined to keep in advance. They seemed resolved to
drag the champions of truth into the field of contest. But
the tardy movements of the Church, a centvary ago, are
so for exceeded by her present efforts that the opposing
forces are outstripped. * Many run to any fro, and know-
ledge 13 ancreased.”  Yet theie remans tnuch land to be
possessed, there are greater victories to be achieved, And
inthis confhict a Iine of demarkation is drawn belween the
servants of God and the votaries of Baal. No neutral
ground can be occupied; we either honor God and st.b-
serve the interest of truth, or fight agamnst God and oppose
the gospel.  Solemn spectacle! With what interest do
angels gaze upont !

But does the reader inguite what are the conflicting
clements? And what are the questions at issue? The
conflicting Jements are, sin and holiness, and their con~
conutants misery anmd happinegs—the light of heavea and
darkness of the pat, or truth and error—the enlighter.ed,
liberal sentiment inspired by revelation, in opposition to
the superstition and bigotry and sectarianisin of the dark
ages.  The questions at issue are, shall mar as a social
b ing, as a citizen, and as an accountable agent, enjey
those rights and privileges for which the ceonomy of infi-
nite Wisdom has mude provision 3 or shall kis rights and
privilegos be cirenmseiibed by the will of eivil or ecelesis
adtical depots, or unjust cnactinents in Church and State 1

L Shall thie word of God be xeecived as the rule of Chiristian
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the fraditioey ~2.2 Jlusses of priests 7 Shall the Church be




