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DANGERS 0F ELECTRICITIY.

An Eastern underwriter ha& auggested
thst the campantes offer prizes of ffl,
1200, snd $100 respcctively'-far the best
three papée submlittcd on the mafe Insula.
tion snd general lessening of the lire
hasard front t!ýe use of electrlcityr. The.
approprîstenesa of tuis suggestion la the
more apparent wbeu it la cansidered that
at the. annumi Meeting of the National
Board of Pire Underwrlters, beld ln New
York a short tisue bock, the. Speclal Coin.
mitte. on Lightlng, licstincg snd Pastentem
reparted. Il We have net the Information
which enallea% us ta say posltively what
amaunt ef lasses la fairly attributable ta
electrlclty, but the. cîrcanistantial evi.
denc% la strong enough te canvînce any
unprl3udiced observer that it ha& pra'edl a
mout tersdble engine af destructien. Dur.
lng the past twayears the lo& record bas
been pecuiiar and abneral. Inasccountlng
fer these nijuteriaus f1reb wc are almost
ferced ta conclude that there la at present
an unusual moral ha-ard, that muerchants
ot the. higbest ataning habye become
*ricendies, aUd that, toc, witiiout any
apparent reason, or that electric carrent
lntroduced foitlighting la chargeabie wlth
the. lama." W. aIl knaw that the use ot
eloctrlcL7 botb for iighting and power la
lmuiensely increasing, and It la wortby of
consideratlou In this province If ln aU aur
elecîrit connections the. lwst provisions
agalat the. poésubillty cf fire are lIre.
duced. W. do flot deaire te be swept as

:.Jaba7s, Newfoundiand, recently was;
lb-,t ln the *ionutof a big tire Setting undtr
way tbe greater proportIon cf the city cf
Vicoroia woutd only serve te supply fuel ta
the flame, lier. la a topic whicb thc
municipal authorltiet wouid de well ta
disusa and comte to sarne resalutien upon.

MIUNISTERIAL VIS) TORS.

Il Is agaln announce that th,. Mînîstera
cf MilitIs snd Public Warka are camnis
out ta the British Columbia coast. It is
quite time thy did, snd that wlth the
objeet cf really doing sonieUing. TLcy
onght te have been heme long &go with the.
intention of takingactlon, inateadaof which
thc niembera of thie goernnient have been
accutoomed to look la upon us la a inys-
terlous mort ef way and bavlng relîeved
Uiemmelvem or a tew meanigleas plati-
tudes, have pone back home again. If
they have no deolait. abjects in view ln
the contemplated viait hm Uie, they May
as welI be planly told that they lied better
say away. W. have hadjustas mnucb

Ipoou-teed as we bave any stomach for.
sud our appetite calle for smemthing
atronger. W. am. a growing caanmuulty,
la Mact the. Most noticeably mo of the
provinces 01 the Dominlun. sud we require
tiiem advantagem whlcb our conditions
démand and whicii it la the. duty cf the
Dominion ta supply.

For a Rond ahar ef Our Miiitary and
»val defensve worhs, we properly loqir t.

dbm Importai authoities, wbo, however,
wbuler.egnfizlng tb.mstrategic: Importance
of Or Position. appear te besitau to mie
lb. outtapa wbicb Uiey have lncurred at
tan hes cllile pointa ot defence, snd by
no mems as saaiable pc;nts ci atat Y as
aum mosne of Ours For tb. woens nocemmar

fan the carrylng ou of aur public business
sud for numerous other facililies essentiel
ta aur devclopment we lockhi thei Do-
minion and ta the~ Province. Tiielatter la
dolng Ils ahane ta the e:ctent that Its
financets will allow. W. want the, Minister
at Ottawa ta corne and sstibfy hiniscît as
la aur needii and supply tbeni. If h.e dees
not, there will be ample resc why the.
membere tram thus province sbQuld be a
litIle more careful cf bow tiiey vote wlth
the. Abbott Goverument

BE NOT DISCOURAGEDI

Many people are dlspcsed ta take a veny
despandent view cf the provincial outlo3k,
parîîcularly as regards the. Irade cf theclty
cf Victanla There laundeubtedly agood
deai ot clondlnesa-crlppled as we are ln
aurcannlng and naling Industries. Under
conditions 11ké lies., Il certainîy seeins
hard that a-nalipoxr siiauld bave added lts
influences ta thnse that bad beeri already
pawerful enough ta depreas us. But If we
lock a lîtîle fartiier w. may fiad that, bard
as thingu are, they might bc very niucb
worse and ther. mighl have been cîrcum-
stances under whlch It would have been
uttely Impossible for us ta have laoked
auj fartbcr. Bat we have thc consolation
cf knowlng lut, lu aIl probabllity, work
will b. begun at an early day on the
St&np.y ailaway, and if the. Canadlin
Western la net neady to constnuct ils bine
within Uic conditions cf Itn apreet
wc havp neaxan ta belleve ILl-i
Canadian Nonthera. wh Mn. Northey aud
the. Tacomia capîtaista, Ia ready et oncm te
takt! iold snd pugli wonks tu an early
completlon. Between tiie twa companles,
thie road le assureJ, sud that i:efcre long.
Theu Ihere are several otiier wonks wh!ch
mueI b.e proseculed withcut delay, aud If
we con only Ilkeep cor alu flsh guts for

or la sesa maws," tii. working CIs

have mo mucb te say about bard ies.

FRASER RIVER CANNERS.

An Utîawa despatcb la remponsible fer
the announcement thatthie Chief Clerk cf
the Pîsheries Department has given a
ruling in regard ta the. disposition cf lish
ofWa whicb practlcally relleves Uic saloon
cannera ot marne of Uic mast objectlonable
features cf thc exintlng regulations. This
Miust be ,anet.blug of a set-back for Mr.
WilmotI and Sherlif Armstrong surely
cannaI bo tac well pleaaed, as it aa
deluberate eiap lu hie face almoet as bied as
thatwbicb he trled te «Ive to the carmery
Interests ofthei Fraser. W. are «satmed
that Mn. Baumel would met have take»
upon hinimelt thc responsibUlity iuvulred
la thc departure, and therefore as Uie
saton le officIil arc plcafed te score one
againsI Wlnot sud on. lu favor cf lien.
David W. lgginm.

THE C.4NADIAN BLAKE-

-Our own Edwsrd" bas, Itla on-
nouncdl, secured election to the British
Houa. of Cornions ln tiat male Hoein
Ruale tonmlitnecy, South Longtoed It
would apipear as If muacb wau expeceff

tram tbe Canadien Blake by the Irlih
agitalars, and wene bie anlylun the lieuse
cf Comuaons toc, It would b.e lnteresting: ta
oee thc strugglc for aupreniacy that would
net b. unlikely t aris between &lie man
tronm South Lengford sud Tii. O'Douavan
]Rama trom New York. of servant girl
fande famne. Tii. O*Donovsn. lu bis own
estimation, la a big man, snd bas donc
nme mort of work-whatever ia valu.
WhaI appreclation, wlil be made cf Uic
fariner Dominion Mînibter cf Justice after
lie bas pased before Ilbis fcllow.couxtry.
mon" as long as Jererniai bas donâ?
Wbataniount cf agreement la tier. Iikciy
ta b. betwecn Uic fermer meniber for
South Bruce sud soinc et hie present am.
cistes as ta whaî are legitiniate political
lnstrunientaîl tics i

RDITORL4L NOTES.

Rumoilst tec contrary notwlthstand.
lng, It would appear as If tie s"aers cf
Victoria b.d mat, as bas been reported,
made a destiln Uic prescrit s.ason'à catch
cf aesmkne whose quatlty ha@ not mc tir
been ascertaimed sud whoée effest upou
Uic Market cannaI yet b. esllmated. In
tact, liere are ever 6,000 of tieni upon Uic
seized Coqutiaî, sud Uic Lendon market
do.. net open until Octeben. It wIll lie
sanie tume yet before Uic trend cf the
m kret tan b. accurately ascctalned.a,
MeaUttlme, tics. inlere.ted say tticy can,
afford ta watt.

TEEi Coagresa et Chambers of Congrou
cf thc Enipire bas psad unaulmoumly
& resaluion tUal practical arrangement*
sbould, If passible, b.e dcvlsed to mecure
clober commeircil union between the
mother country and ber colonies sud
depiendeucles. This le jmml wiiat sboubd
b.. Thc calcnles want toecxtend lcir
commercial relations ln ail directions; but
l la net ta their Intercala te confine tbem.
mclv.. within the beundanles of Uic
Empire, wldc as tiey Are for tiers la a
trade for us ta do outaide thc slsterhood
0f Uic colonies sud Uic Impeniat motiier.
land, sud tiatîIt la fcr us te ho as fro as
passble ta cultivat. and develepe.

IlTait veri cus,"' mays Uic Londoa
SIaio, -hat have brought about tb.
tati ln the price cf tes, saome qualîties bav.
Iug mince a ycar &go dcclned as mucb as
30 to 40 per cent, art flrstly. Uic koen coin.
petition belween Drithbi-grown tes, a
China; mecondly, Uic Baring criais, wbicb
stopped ormiuation ail over Uic world,
sud nemlnicted credil facIille; tiirdy,
the tali la murver, enabUng e«porter@ from
the far Bast to oeil tir moe cicaply; and,
fourtily, speculaticu for the fait, cacour-
qed by Uic foregelng rcasons. la thc
t-elve niontba tiere: bas been a taitl ia-
ver of about 5d per ounce, or oser i ver
cent. But the tati lu silver only partlatly
accounts fer the. state ofthe tes, market,
fer thé fall ID tes as mccurredat Uic smw
Unes Ibat Uiere bas beau a tat in umlv
frorn 4wjte3jdpen ounc, wbl. lea lte
more Iban il percent On Uic other baud,
tes a Yer sigo was consîdevably blhcr
tisa twelve months previousiy, sud latoly
tiioe bas berau a ilec1ded tiara for tbm bel.
Lter la the to& mariol."


