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TRUTH.

)

said. ‘¢ At thoterminus, wo shall sopar-
ate, to meot again to-morrow at my Jaw-
yor's ofice. It will not take long to
draw up n dood of sottloment, by which a
curtain portion of my income will for the
future bo paid over to you. After that,
wo will eay farewell, ard Ishall nover sco
you again.”

Sho stared at lum with bowildered
oyes. *‘Nuver seo mo again 1" sho gasp-
cd out. **Mo~your wito 1"

‘¢ Estelle— you know the reasons which
induced mo to vow that I would novor
regard you as mny wife again. Thoso ren-
song have tho samo forco now that thoy
had a dozen years ago. Wo meet, only
to part again o fow hours henco.”

Sheo had regained somo purtion of her
sang-froid by this timo. A shrill mockiog
langh burst from hor lips. It was not a
pleasant laugh to hear. *During my
husband’s absonce, X must try to console
myself with my bhusband's monoy. You
aro a rich man, caro mio; you have made
alarge fortuneabroad and [ shall demand
to be treated as a rich man's wife.”

“You ure mistaken,” he answored,
without tho least traco of omotion in his
manner or vuice. ““I am a very poor
man. Nearly tho whole of my fortune
was lust by a bank failure a little while
ago.”

Hio ~ words seemed to striko
dumb.

¢“In threo days I start for Chili,” con-
tinued Oscar. *‘My old appointment
has not been filled up; 1 shall apply to
bo rcinstated.”

“ And I Lave come six thousand miles
for this!” mu.lered Estolle under her
breath. Sho necded a minute or two to
recovor her oquanimity —to decide whet
her next move should be.

Hor husband was jotting down a fow
notes with a pencil, Sho tumed and
faced him suddenly. ¢‘Qscar Boyd, X
have a preposition to n«ake to you,” she
said. “If you are as poora man as you
aro—and I do not chooso to doubt your
word—I have no desire to be a drag on

ou for over. I have come a long way
in acarch of you. and it will be equally
far to go back. Listen then. Give me
two thousand pounds—you can easily
raiso that amount amoug your fine fricads
—and I will solemnly promise to put six
thousand miles of ocean between us, and
nover to seck you out or trouble you in
any way again.”’

‘“‘For a moment ho looked up and
gazed steadily into her faco. *Impos-
sible !” he said drily, and with that he ro-
sumed his notations,

‘“Why doyou say that? The sumis
not a large one. And think! You will
get rid of mo for over. What happiness!
‘fhere will bo nothing then to hinder you
from marrying that woman whom 1 saw
in yourarms. Oh! I am not the least
jealous, although I love you so dearly,
wud although "—hero she glanced at her-
self in tho chimney glass—*¢that woman
i3 not half s0 good-looking as Xam. No
one in this houso but sho kuows that I
am your wife. You have only to swear
to hor that X am an impastor and sho will
boliovo you-—wo women are such oisy
fools when wo lovel—and will marry
you. Quo dites vous, cher Oscar "

¢ Tmpossible!”

“ Peste! I havo no patience with you.
You will nover have such an offer again.
Ma's jo comprends. Although your
words are so crucl, you love mo too well
to let mo go. As for that woman whom
T saw you kissing, I will think no more
of hor. You did not know I was so near,
and 1 forgivo you.” Here sho turned to
tho glass again, gave the strings of her
bonnet a littlo twist, and smoothed her
loft oycbrow. ‘“Mako haste, then my
darling husband, and introduco your wifo
to your fino friends, as a gentleman
ought to do. I will ring tho boﬁ: A

Mr. Boyd roso and pushed back his
chair, ““Pardon mec--you will do
nothing of tho kind.” Ho said more
aternly than ho had just spoken. ‘1t is
not my intontion to introduco you to ay
ono in this houso. It would bo uscless.
Wo atart for London ina coupleof hours,

her

I havo some final proparations to make,
and will leave you for n fow minutes.
Meanwhilo, 1 must request that you will
not quit this room."

She clapped hor gloved hends togothor
and lnug{wd shrill discordaut laugh,

‘¢ And do you really think, Oscar Boyd,
that I am tho kind of womnu to submit
to all this? You ought to know mo bot.
tor—far better.” Then with onoof thuso
sudden changes of mood which wero
characteristic of her, sho went on. **And
yot, perhups—as I havo heard somo pco-

lo say—a wife's first duty is submission.

erhaps hor socond is, nover to leavo her
husband. A bien! You shall have my
submission, but—1I will nover leave you,
1f you go to Chili, I will follow you there
as L have followed you hore, 1 will fol.
low you to tho ends of tho earth! Do
you hear? I will haunt you wherover
you go! I will dog your footstops day
and night! Everywhore I will proclaiin
mysolf as your wifel” Sho nodded her
head at him meaningly threo timns, when
ahe had finished her tirado.

Standing with one hand resting on
tho back of his chair, while the othor
toyed with his watchguard, ho listened to
her attentively, but without any sisible
emotion. * You will be good enough not
to leave this room till my return,” he
said; and without another word, he went
out and shut the door.behind himn.

Hor straight black eyobrows camo to-
gethor, and a voleanic gleam shot from
her oyea as sho gazed after him. ** Why
did ho not lock me in 7" sho eaid to her-
self with a sncer. Sho began to pace the
room as & man might have paced it, with
hands bohind her back and her fingers
Lightly interlocked. ¢ Will nuthing move
him? Is it for this 1 have tracked him?
His fortuno gone! I nover dreamt of
that—and they told mo ho was so rich
What an unlucky wrotch Yam! I should
like to atab him—or myself—or somo ono.
Ii Icould but set fire to the houso at
midnight, and "~————Sho was intorrupt-
ed by the oponing of the door and the
entrance of Sir Frederick Pinkerton. At
the sight of s man who was also a gentle-
man, ﬁer face chauged in & moment.

{ro pE coxTINUED.]

Chowing Gom

¢¢T supposo you don't know that chow-
ing gum is mado from potroloum ¢ eaid
tho confectioner. “‘Here is a lump that
wo havo just received. A fow days ago
it camo out ofthe groundin ’ennsylvania,
a dirty, greenish-brown fluid, with asmell
that would knock an ox down. The oil
refinors took it and put it through o lot
of chomical processes that I don’t know
anything about, and after taking out a
largo porcentago of kerosono, a good sharo
of naphtha, considerable beuzine, a cart
load or 8o of tar, and a number of other
things with names longer thsn thoe alpha-
bot, loft us this mass of nice clean wax.
Now it has neither tasto nor smell. We
will tako this lump, cut it up, and melt it
in boilers. This pieco will weigh two
hundred pounds. Wo add thirty pounds
of choap sugar to it, and flavor it with
vanilla, wintergreen, peppermint, or any
pleasant essential oil. hon wo turn it
out on a marblo table and cut it into ali
sorts of shapes with dies.  After it is
wrapped in oiled tissue paperand packod
in boxes it is rcady fortho market. You
can hwagine that somobody is chowing
gum in this country when I toll you that
alump liko this will make ten thousand
penny cakes, and wo uso ono up overy
week. Theroare dozens of manufactur-
crs using almost as much of tho wax as
wodo. I beliovo this petroleum chowing
gum, if honestly made, is perfoctly harm-
lcss, and that is moro than can bo said of
somo of tho gums mado from tho juices of
trees, especially tho imported articlo.”

)

Each human lifo isa crystal rather than
asurfaco ; it has many faces, and cach
faco scoms to him who soes it a complote
lifo ; aud yet all tho faces form but a part
of the ono lifo whoso doptha aro concoalod

from sight.

SNAKE-CHARMING,

Tho Methods of Oricntals who Handle
Dangozous Reptilos.

The Eastorn snako charmer of to-day is
only half a fraud.  Among tho Egyptinus,
Choldeans, and Persians, tho sccrot of
suako-charming by music has boeon hold
for ages in superstitious roverence as o
power vnly to be acquired by onormous
study, backed by supornatural favor. In
India instances of music attracting annkes
aro very numerous, and the ordinary
sorpent charmer relies upon the wide-
spread beliof, in the power of melody, to
ogtaiu somo crodonco for tho feats ho af-

doss not matter tou the charmer that up-
on tho premises whore ho operates a
snako hns nevor Leen seon, for he aits
down to pipe, and in five minutes
has captured, in various corners of your
room, a dozon repiiles, indeed, if he
could c¢nly havo carried more concealod
about him, he would have caught moro.
Tho sleight of hand with which tho trick
is porformed constitutes its only claim to
admirativn, So notoricus is tho decep-
tion, that the enakes, when caught, are
never killod, as being tho private propor-
ty of tho charmer. .

The favorito sunko for exhibition is the
cobra, partly becauso of its more striking
appearance, and partly becauso its deadly
character being so well known, any
trifling with it appears to tho uninitinted
public muro wonderful. In most cascs.
tho charmer, howsever, has rendered tho
roptiles porfectly narmlcss by drawing
tbeir poison fangs, and tho exhibition
thon becomes morely ono of the snako's
highly trained c¢onditivn. On the othor
hand, howevor, it often happens that tho
baskot contains thoveritablo death-dealer,
and o cobra with his fangs undrawn is
nenrly always forthcoming if tho tempta-
tion in money be sufficiently strong.
Then, in the handling of tho creature
when once exposed, there isnu hosita-
tion, for hesitstion means deatk, and in
the swift seizure or sudden releaso thero
is danger of an exceptional kind. A
cobra strikes, when it has really made up
its mind to strike, with lightning zapid-
ity, and to dodge lightning nu.cccssixsw,
requires considerable agility.

Tho snnke-charmeors, however, whon
put upon their inottle, will gresp the
erect cobra with impunity, owing sololy
to the superior spned of their movemonts,
for by a feint they provoke tho reptile to
strike, and, before it can recover iis atti
tude, scizo it below the jaws. It iatho
ssmo thing with the ichneumon or muag-
goose. For along time it was belioved
that poison could not hurt a mungoose,
until ono was held whilo a cobra bit it;
thon tho mungooso died in about four
minutes, and it 1s only by suporior agility
that ho can ovorcome tho cobra in a fair
fight. And, as incaso with the mup-
goose, the snake-charmer, when actually
bitten, dies as rapidly as any other crea.
turo, and in spito of all tho power of his
charms, roots and snsko stones, thoro
can bo no romedy oxcept instant amputa-
tion,and thosnake-charmer himsolf knows
thiswell. Asa means of goneral accur-
1ty ho confides in his doxterous sleight of
hand, but in caso of accident ho carries a
broad-bladed knifo.

Tho Oricntal has an inexhaustible ap-
potite for ontertainment, and provided it
can bo scen for nothing, and sitting, ho
will squat all day beforo a puppet-show.
That tho oxhibition in qucstion 1s a stale
one, mattors nothing, and the samo per-
formner is thereforo certain of a wolcomo
as often as ho chooses to come. This
partially oxplains tho oxtraordinary pop-
ularity of tho snake-charmer's entertam-
ment, for, though judged on its own
merits, it has littlo in it cither to arrest
attontion or evoko admiration, tho tubri-
wallal’'s porformance commands at all
timos an 1ntercatod audionce ; for, of alt
the many castes, or tribes which protend
to havo power over tho sorpent world, tho
Sanyis, or tubriwallahs. constituto tho
chiof Indian snako charming guild. Ho

is, aa a rule, a wild-looking croaturo—tha

focts to perform. As n genoral ule it begin,

snako-charmor—yith lus yellow cloths alt
fluttoring about him, and his huir ar-
rangod in o strange confusion of cola and
wisps, under and among rags of the samo
color—the professional luo—as ho struts
into a vllln;io. [mpiog on a reod atuck into
a gourd, whilo lus assistant, a small un-
kempt morael of humanity, follows in his
wake, with & box of mysteries and o bas.
kotful of wonders.

Arrnived at the well, tho couplo seat
thomselves, and the villagers collect to
8co tho show. But fitst tho performer
has to isuro somo  paymont--n menl and
a night's lodging, at least—and this ar-
ranged  satnfactouly, tho preccedings
Tho samo stupid old toothless
cobra is hustled out of 1ta basket. prcked
up and dropped a hundred tames, asaf 1t
wero a dangorous thing, and ther, with a
bo.storous ostentation of pluck and dex-
tenty, finully scized by his neck, half
throttlod and thrust Liack mto his bag.
This wondorful feat, enacted over and
vver agaw, with prewsely the same
**business” and pantoume, constitutes
tho firat part of the outertammwent, and
the wonder-worker proceeds to **charm.”
Tho old cobr, 21ck to death of what 1t
has como tv consider 1ll-timed foolory, 1s
onco moro jerked out from tho bag, and
whilo the magician plays on s oxcerablo
pipo, the poor, battored reptilo Dfts a
foot of its longtl: off tho ground, and dis-
tending its hood, sways gracefully to aud
fro iu timo with tho music. The mastor
now requires no stick to keop lus pupil at
work, forit is evidont that tho cobra on-
joys the molody, and that its motions are
voluntarily ond naturally sympathotic.
But except us an illustration of the power
of mume over the dreadful tlung, the
socond part of the cntertanment 1s as
dull as tho first.

Thero can bo no doubt, howover, that
thoterrific power given by Naturo to ven-
omous snakes, invests them, even for tho
most intelligent, with oxtraordimary -
terest ; and any performanco thut ro-
quires tho handling of themn, must have
a corresponding excitement for othars,
besides nativo villagers. In lus fearless
manipulativn of the deadliest spectes, tho
tubri allah has a cortain claim to respect
—tho 2amo claim as have all exinbitors,
who, for the entortainmont of their aud-
ionco, triflo with guddon death. Yet, as
rogards thoe supernatural power they pro-
fots to have ovor the creatures winch
they torsnont and play with, there 18
hardly anothor 1mposturo—so nade-
quatoly supported by performance. Tho .
parade of fangless worms 1s absurd
ancugh, and in the never-farny crop of
Teptiles to bo gathered by thoe pipo play-
er from among the furmture of arcom
or tho shrubsin a garden, thero 15 only
food for laughter.—~Harper's I¥ echly.

Borlin has one dmy storo to every 16,-
260 inhabitants ; Breslau ono to ever 13,-
000, and Cologno one to every 11,600. A
Chicago writer expresses surprise at these
figures, for his is a large German aty, yet
1t supports a drug store for overy 1,000
inhabitants.

1% is reported that at ono of the Gethin
coal mine oxplosions a collier was able to
travorso tho whole of the working in mak-
ing an oxploration while the pit was yet
full of gms, his cap, satumted with ¢ld
tea mnd held to the mouth and neostrils,
proving an eflivient safeguand.

In 1664 Johu Calvin and Michac! Augo-
lo died, and Galileo and Shakespearo
wero burn. In 1624 Galileo died and
Isanc Newton was burn. Thus it wail Lo
seen that tho peraceuted and sappressed
astrunomeor of papal Laly preceded enly
by 88 years tho welivwed atd hunordd ase
tronomer of protestant England. Thero
is a touch at once of earthly patlusand of
celestial glory in this —that the great and
rejoicing Nowton camo just when the
great and sorrowful Galileo went away,
Tho cvincidence in tho death of Michael
Angelo with that of Cslvinwasewn as a
beautiful Pl when wo connder tho die
varsity of thoir genius aud tho singularity

of thuir lovolinces,




