o

N

A
Tve8ld man holds them to their word,
L
o tlling terms,

¥

2 L3

I

BRITISH-AMFRICAN PRESBYTERIAN

“ Mav 22, {1874
; i
——ann — "N

TJE HISTORY OF REVIVALS, °

XY NEY, DR DURNS, NONTREAL.

——

_DISCOURSE DELIVERED AT THE OPRNING OF
THX SYNOD OF MONTREAL IN KNOX
CHURCI, ON TUKBDAY EVR., FIPTH
AMaY, 1874, AND PURLISHED BY
SPECIAL’ REQUEST OF THE
SYNOD,

Acts {it, 19: “When the times of Refresh-
ing shail come from the presence of
the Lord.”

This forms part of Petor's pungent nd-
dress fo the wondering multitude that
thronged him andJohn in Solomon's Poreh
aftov the cure of tho cripple by the Beauti-
ful Gate. Tunes of rfreshing ave seasons
of xavival in the Chureh when God who s
rioh in meroy quickons the dead in siz, not
by afow at a timo seattered Love and there
through the Doath Vallay, but in exceeding
grent armies; when the ark of rofugo is
sought, not by units or tens, but hy “flocks
of men' avresting general attention and ex-
oitiug tho enquiry, *“Who aro these that fly
as & cloud and as doves to their windows 2’
Timos of rofreshing avo the rich, full viu-
tage not the “glonmng of grapes': theabun-
dant harvest,nnt the fow straggling shoaves
“the plenteous rain,” not as when a drop
from Heavon foll." ‘fimes of Refreshing
are the Church's spring time, succeed-
ing the gleomy winter of iuvactivity
and discoutent and deatn; of coldness-
and hardness and arrested vegetn-
tion.. The winding sheet of snow melts
sway. The icy cliainsare dissolved, Mo-
tionless forms aro roused from the stupor
which spintual numbness induces into tho
varied activiios of tho Christian lifo.
Zion's slups that ind long been locked i,
their Arctic prison house got released and
with uails all set and wooing the wind that
blowoth where it listell, carry ona new
blessed commerce with the skies. ‘The
Chureh becomes the scene of enor-
getic labour, of earnest purpose, of forvent
prayer, each member realizing personal re-
spouaibility. Tustead of staying all the day
idle, auxiously asking, “Lord what wouldst
thou have me tu o ?”" thero is all the dif-
ferenco that obtains botween our larbour,
and wharvesasthey wore a fow weoks since
and the scone of bustling activity that begins
to present itsolf now.

During & time -of refreshing a genial
warmch prevades the Church, Its atmos-
phere before foggy und frigid, and at times
emitting the miasma of docny, becomes
olear and balmy, and laden with fragront
odours. The bare branches are clothed with
verdure.  The fiolds are spread with thejr
ol?et of “living green.” = Opening buds
and blossoms supplant the dead leaves that
yeot linger in the lap of spring. The vernal
showers descend. The winter is past—the
flowers appear on the earth, The
time of the singing of birds is como.
With such “times of refroshing the
Church. has from the beginning been
blessed. It is our purpose at this time
to atlempt a cursory resume of their his.
tory. Itisour hearts desire and prayer
that even such a rapid and imperfeot roview
a8 our pregent limits can admit of, may in.
duoe us to ask—for our land and Chureh,

“‘Hast thou not o blessing for us? Bloss
us even us, O our Fathor?” Re.
vivals are of aneiont date. Away back

in the dim distance of the antedituvian age,
wheu corruption was rank and the enrse
imsended, 1t is writton of the times of Seth
sud Enos, “Then began mou to call on tho
namo of the Lord,” an oasis in o desert, a
gloam amid the gloorn, a “time of refresh-
ing"” following and receding times
of  recrcancy oud doclension. From
Noah to Abraliam _the pathway of
history, likefthat from Jorusalom to Jericho
is “desort” relieved only at oceasional in-
torvals by tiny patches of moral verdure.
And 80 it was largely during the five con-
turies from Abraliam to Joshua. Wo find
“the Church in the Liouse” arong the post-
diluvion Patriarohs the Clinrch sitting soli-
tary asa widow ia Egypt. “The Church in
the Wilderness” thereafter, with stray rays
shooting through the oloud-rifts, but not{-
ing worthy of the nars ofa time of refresh.
ing till towards the closo of Joshun's firm,
yet kindly rale.  Thore was everything in
the ciroumstances and surroundings of the
vast throng that gathored round their von.
erable chief at Shechem to produce deep
emotion. Theaeaof upturned faces sparkles
and surgos asoyorit i3 waved the Hand
that had led them from victory to victory,
and landed them in “suve l;Fwellings and
quiet resting places.” 'The spirit of God
moved on their faces. There is a groat
calm, amid whose solemn stillness rise tho
notes of Joshua’s familiar voice, as in a
Valedietory of peculiar pathos and power,
he takes a rotrospect of ther History and
resses on them the duties of the  hour.
ith such a background as theirs and such
& prospect as Jus how “forcible” are thesge
“right words” “Now, therefore fear the
Lord and serve him in simcerity and truth
and put uway the gods what your fathers
served an the other side of tho flood and in
Egypt,and serveys the Lord.” Ag the
trees of tho forost, undor tho tempest's
sweep,the multitudo sways to and fro under
the power of his farewull appeal. Btirred
to their heart’s dopths, thoy exclaim with
one voice, “God forbid that wo should for.
ake the Lord to sorve other gods.”  The
fol.
Mwing up Lis melting appeal in these
“Yeo ure witnesses against
o> yeurselves that ye have chosen the Loid to
W>sgrve Him,” And they said, “We are wit.
s¥emh  'The Lord our God we will serve and
s égtvolce wo Willobey.” o Joshua made
wligvenant with the people ¢hal day aud
hem & covenant and an ordinance in
. Declension follows afier a while,
otthres conturies, during the fifteon
Yrue religion languishes. The latter
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past ol Mamuel's administrauon whon they
are ) keveroly for disowung s Divine,
and degatthy o human Kiug, witnesaes “a
Littleg9\iug in their bondsgo.” Few and
far % wero the times of refreshing
nnder Wb Kings, many of whom, specially
smong rovolting tribes,God “gave in
His angh® \Wdoause they wonld not have

Him toréifptver thems, The reigne of
David alg«ﬁglomon witnessed stirrings
. Q“

of thg popular mind but tiey wero
comnected shiefly with publio colobra-
tione,  ‘Choirown private inconsistengies
tegallor with pressuvo of publio business,
and wars and rumoura of wars stood s se-
rious bavriors in tho way of any genoral
rovival work.  Asa’s reign witnossed
“grent joy" at Joraselows, whon aleng

the Damascus road aund over Olivet,
and theough  the Joppa Gan, and up
tho Hill of Zion, wultitudes of men

womon and childrer: trooped to tho
holy conveoations,  Times of vrefvesh.
ing followed at intervals under the reigns
Jc!fmslmplmt and Hezokinh, and during the
fustory of Elijah and kindved wmen-of God
—when high days were kopt, and solemn
covenaut engagemonts were renewed,

Repeatedly have wo such testimonics as
this, ‘“I'hey entered into n covenant to
seck  tho Lord God of their fathora
with all their heart, and with all theiy soul.”
And all Jadah rejoiced at the oath, for they
Iad sworn,  And sought Hun with thewr
wholo desire and He was found of them*"”

One of thie most remarkable of these Old
Testament “times of refieshing” was under
amiable and devoted Ldward Sixth of his
day—the young Xing Josinh. Enrly piety
in him turned out eminent piety. The
great Revival in Josiah's day began on this
wige. The law of the Lord which had been
stowed away amid the rubbish of the
temple, was found by Hilkiah tho High
Priest.  Read in the youung King’s hearing
by Shaphaun, the scribe, it produ_cos on his
mind e very deep impression—“Humble
aud of a contrite spirit, he trembles at God's
Word."  Realizing the wrath of God abid-
ing upor them and that the vials might be
ewmptied any moment,he atonce has a mass
meoting convened. The King himself be-
comes n Scripture reader. “He read in
the words of the Book fof
the Covenant which was found in the
House of the Lord, The intense
emotion awnkeued in his own breast
is transmn ted to theirs,

their ears al

owned of God. Tho tears and, prayors of
prmce  and  people aningle, then
they revow the Covenant. “The King
stood by a Pillar and mad2 a Covenant
beforo the Lord, to walk aftor the Louwd
and to keep His comwmandmonts aud
s testimonies and His statutes with ail
thar heart and with all their soul to pur-
form tho words of this Covenant that were
written m this Book, nnd all the peoplo
stood to the Covenant.”

A great National Reformation followed,
headed by the Xing, in which tho entire
land was thoroughly cleared of all the
abominations of idolatry termsnating 1n the
holding of a Passover, tho luke of which had
scarcoly evory been seen. During a
portion of the 70 years of tho captivity,
through the labours of men of tlie
Ezokiel and Daniel type, a work of
giaco seoms to have started amongst the
exiles making many of thom willing to
abandon the comforts those yoars had
gnthered round them and to hrave the
porils and privations of the Wilderness, on
tho return journey. ** Now for a little spaco
says Ezro) grace hath been showed trom
the Locd our God to leave us a remaant to
esonpe, and to give us a nail in His holy
place—that our God may lighten our eycs,
aud give us a little reviving m our bondago.”
The scene aftor the return whoen the great
crowd gathor round the wooden pulpit, and
Euzra reads and explains the Buok of the
Law, recals the excitement and enthusiasm
of the Josinh rovival. Bible-reading anid
exposition aguin are blessed. The 500 years
that follosw till the fullness of time witnes.
kindred ¢ Lights and shadows,” tho darks
uess doepeniny as the dawn approached.

The time of Joln the Baptist standing
standing midway betweon the old and tuc
new disponsations was a ** timo of rofresh-
g’ The Pioneer of Chrst was g great
Revival Preacher on whoso lipa crowds
g, Publicans, Soldiers, Pharisees,
Sadducees alike auxiously asked what shall
wo do? and though led by hum under the
frowning shadow of Sinal, many of them
wore afterwards bLrought to Calvary—the
Law becoming o schoolmaster to bring
thowa to Clurist in whose tenderness its
terrors were taken away, Though, as if
to magnmfy the offico of the Spint nnd
show the mipistration of the Spirt to
be rather glorious,” the thres years and
a half of Christ's personal Ministry scemed
less fruitful than as many hours at Pente-
cost, yot was His coming omphatically
* The Time of Reformation.” “The full.
ness of tho time,

In & peculisr manner did the Apostolic
Agu witness * times of refreshing from the
presence of the Lord.”  As a consequenc,
the conversions were numorous and
sudden. Tho secord of the Acts tells of
8,000 as Peter preached; the 4th chap., of
5,000 mon nunder the preaching of Poter nnd
John, In the 6th chiaptor ut the sotting npart
of tho Deacons we are informed that * the
Word of the Lord incrensed and tho number
of the disciples multiplied in Jorusalom
greatly, and & great company of tho Priests
wero obedient to the Faith.,” 'Tho 8th
chapter describes * persecution's sifting
faa scatdiring the good seed.” The Dig.
ciples “ went overywhere preaching the
word.” And again at chap, xi, “they which
woro soattered abroad upon the persecu.
tions that arose about Stephon travelled as
far as Phenice and Cyprus and Antioch
preaching the Lord Jesus, and tho hand of
the Lord was with them and reat
number believed and turned untotho Lord."
The net theso fishers of men lot down on
the *‘right side of the ship " was rewarded
with “muwaculous draughts.” That entire
ora was ‘‘a time of refreshing” Qduyin
which were displayed in most boautify
accord the two main eloments whioh enter
into a Revival, the adding in large numbers
to the Church of aaved ones and the devo-
lopment and growth of spivituallife in those
wiio ave saved,

The Age of the Fathers Lad algo it
* times of refreshing.” Phay the younger
n¢ the beginuing of the 2nd century tells of
multitudes even in distant Bithynia who
et to aing bymns and worshup Christ as &
God,” Tertullian writing to the Roman
Emperor in the 8rdcontury says: “Though
Wwe Are airangers of no long standing, yet
we have filled all places of your dominions,
cities, islands,  eorporations, oouncils

araties, tribes, the scmate, the pulaes, the

The Bible-readings then as now are |

comrts of judicature, The mere wo &re
mowed down-the more we spring up again.
Tho Dblood of the Ohristions is wsoed.
The goldon raanth of Chrysostom wrought
murvels at Antioch in tho fourth century.
Wo road of * the poor watolung from mid-
nightuntil dawn, not yiclding to sloop" by
unight, nor shrinking from want by day.
Around the pulpit of Grogory of
Naziszzum at Constantinople in the samo
contury, the crowds clustersd like beos, and
ho tolls us of what was better than the
frequent hard-olapping that greeted the
great pulpit orator of Autioch, of ¢ the
silont meditation of those who would
fam coneenl tho inward siruggles of their
souls.” Columba and the (:ln!cl‘ecx.% of
the sixth contnry, Clande with 'I'urin diseiples
of the 9th; {he poor merchants of Liyons,
Tho Waldensos and Loltards, tho Hussites
and  Wyeliflites  of succoeding countuvies
wero the Revivalists of the Middle Ages.
And what was tho great Protestant Ite-
formation itself but o ** timo of roir-:shmg
from tho presence of the Lon]." We are
apt to look at it too much in its doctiinal
ccelesinstical and socinl aspeets, merely as
the exploding of dogmas, tho sboiition of

mummwery, tho removal of ritn]nlistn: ruly-
bish. Tho Reformation broko in upon the
staguation jof that dead Sea on whose
banks the world for enuturies had slun
bered. It wasa vevival of the Faith onco
deliverod to the Samts, the blessed birth
time of many precious souls. Tho Lord
gave the Word (that Word of God which
supersition bound) great was the company
of them that published it. As tho rosult of
its publication through preaching and
printing in many lands it had freo course
and was glorified through that and tho suc-
ceeding ago.

Luther in Germany, Calvin in France,
Zwingle ard Farnl ip Switzerland, Knox and
Melville in Sentland, Wyeliffe and Latimer
in England, were revival preaches of the
higheet type. Never was thoro so wide
spread o concern ehont veligion; never
wero there so many conversions; the pub-
lished enrrespoudonco of the Reformers aud
particnlarly of Martin Lathor and John
Calvin, shows that nlarge part of thew time
was employed in giving ccunsel loampuning
souls,

Reaching the 17th cuntury wo find in
1 1628 a remmkable oatpouring of the Spirit
of God aczompanying thie labors of Robent
Blair, * of n mujostic yet amiable connten-
anco” n Scottish evile who became the
father of Dresbyterianism in tho sister
Island, “Tne Lord was pleased (reraarks
a cotomporary, John Livingston) by His

Word, to work such a change that I do not
think there were more lively and expori-
enced Christinng any whero than wero at
this time in Ireland.” * Tho blessed work
of conversion [says Blair) which was of
soveral years' enntinnance, spread beyond
the bounds of Down and Anhim, to tho
skirts of noighbouring counties about the
antne time, and by somo of the same in-
straments so signally owned in Ulster, a
time of rofreshing camo to the Weat of
Scotland.

Joln Welsh the heroiz son-in.law of
Knox was so Llessed at Ayr, that tho
modest author of * Oh mother denr
Jorusalom " David Dickson declared * the
gloanings of Ayr in Me. Welsh's titne wore
far abovo the vintage of Irvine in hisown”
but othiors tell of sometimes a hundred

waising to converso withh Dickson at the
manse of Stewartun aftor the weekly lec-
ture on market day, aud of the revival
spreading from louso to house for man
mdes along the valley, The Kir
of Shotts in Lanarkslure had a wonder-
ful time of rofreshing in 1630 on the
Sacrmmont Moaday through Livingston,
who tried to run away fréia the service but
was brought back by tho in rushing toxt
“was I ever a barren wilderness” §90
were converted. This great rovival was
afterwards doscribed ““as the sowing of o
seed through Clydesdale, 8o a8 many of the
most eminent Christians in that country
could date esther their gouversicn or somo
remarkable confirmation from it whose
effects woro far enacting and permanont.
‘The 1638 Assembly at Glasgow, the ora
of tho 2nd Refurmation inaugurated a
blessed *“‘timo of refreshing, 1666 the
Plague year in London when the grim rider
on the pale horse was at almost every door,
was a timo of refresning. Tho largest
Churches wors crammed. Richard Baxter
tells us * that through the blessing of God,
abundanco twere converted from thoir

carclossuess, imponitency and youthful
lusts and vaunities, and roligion took such o
hold on many hearts as could never after-
wards bo loosened.”

The following contury in 1784 North. |
ampton Mass. enjoyed that great ** timo
of refreshing” with which the name of
Jonathan Edwards will be over associated.
Sermons sovaro in their logic and calm
and clear in their doctrinnl statemont
the Spirit accompanied with prodigions
power, ‘It was the bsginning of a work
that sprond io regions beyond whose
s&)(nrks tlew even across the ocean to kindlo
Ihke fire in father land. Four years
previously, and in 1780 and within the
classio halls of Oxford Methodism found
its cradle, bLut it was mot till 1788,
that John Wesley reading Edwards narra-
tivo, oxclaimod : ** 'Phis 18 the Lord's doing
and 1t 18 marvellous in our eyes.” Cen-
temporanoous yot distinet, two goent Ry
val movemonts progress on both sides of
tho ocean. Very difforort wero the Eng-
lish from the American Revivalists, but
though thoro wore ** diversities of opera.
tions (then as new) it was the samo Spirit.
Of this era sne of ths most singular « times
of refresling " ocourred in 1742 at Cumbus.
lang near Glasgow. Ninety hoads of
families applied for & weckly Looture.
Prayer meoting were multipled, 50
anxious enquirers szought the Pastors
=Mr. McCulloch's study in one day. Before
Mcr. George Whiteficld's arrival, within 12
weeks 800 gavo evidenoe of conversion, At
the first communion after, 24 ministers,
8,000 commansicants and between thirty
and forty thonsand poopls were present,
The fruits of the Cambuslang revival re-
main to this day.

Towards the oloss of the last and the
early part of the present century times of
refroshiug have beon onjoyed in varions
parts of the Old Couniry and of this
Uontinent. In 1704 »hmu;ﬂ Wales under

the Rov. Alexander Stewart, in 1812 -at { might: be. reen  fishermen fr

Avran, under the Rey, My, MoBride, snd
in 1824 at Yewis, undor Rev. Roderio
Mclood, Thas when, through French
infidelity, tho onemy enme in like o flood
didl thoe Spirit of the Lovd lift up a standard
against him,

More recont * times of 10froshing * rango
thomselvos into tlwee groups—tho first
from 1886 to 1840; tho scoond, from 1857
*~ 18060 ; and tha third, the blessed season
whick is being enjoyad by so many pow.
Prom 1826 te 1832, God poured out His
Spirit on the Colleges and Seminaries of
Amsvica, and during these and suceeeding
years wero witnessed tho trimmphs of
Nottleton and Finuey., In 1889, as the
fruil o her reviving evangelismi, and the
fore-runuer of that tisruption which was
itself tho praetical proof of a revived re-
ligions state, many parts of Scotland on-
Joyed * times of refreshing ” through the
apostolic labours of Wm. C. Buras, and
Robert Murray MeClioyue, and a bright
galnay of holy oneslike-minded. In Janu-
ary 1836 a few earnes: Christians in New
York, commencald praying for a “ timo of
rofreshmg.’  “Scores  of rchly laden
vessels 1said ono of the suppliantsi are now
lying ir the xaver, a fow miles below our
city, anxionsly waiting to ronch our wharves,
why thus delay ? Becauso tho channel is
closed by the ice. 'Thus tho added) 1t 1s,
with the exceceing great and precious
promises of God. Not only is He willing,
but He is waiting to bostow them upon us,
why doos He not Dbestow them, Alas!
Prayer is indeed the appointed chaunel
through which the blessing flows, but the
channel is not open by which for God to
cominunicato or for us to reeeive it. Itis
brewuse we restrain prayer ithere was the
icet that tho things which remamn ave
ready to die " Of this conviction the last
great Awerieon revival was the frnt,

On the 28rd of Septetiber of tho follow-
g year at tho very tune the whol
couutry was reoling with the shock of «
great comrercinl cartiquake ithe finan
cial crisis of 1857} the Fulton St et
Prayer meoting, was starcd with o view to
clear nway the spirtual seo which was
more than evoer blocking up tho chianudl.
It bogan with one earnest humble man,
who had to wait half an lour cie nuotho
Jowued bim. ** At half past 12, the step ot a0
solitary inividual was heaid on the sia vs.
Shorvtly after, another and another; then
anothor, until six made up the whoio con-
pany. Wo had a good meeting. The Loud
was with us to bless us *—adils tho simple-
mmded founder of that now e icbrated
prayor meeting, whose * hine Vo, yrone out
tiwough atl the earth, and it: words tu the
cnd of the worll.,™  Soon the )" ce became
too strait for them ; the little ors became n
thousaud. Theatres were crowdel. In
largest halls uo standing room coull Lo
found. Stroots wore blocked up. In Now
York and Brooklyn alome 150 sach meot-
ings wore hold. The wires of this spiritual
telegraph, along which messages wont daily
up, were spread over the entivo land. The
wonderful auswers that camo; the 10,000
converts in theso citios alons, multiplied
many times over throughout the Union—
with practical fruits, various and blessed—
aro tho recorded attestations to tho ** power
of prayer.” Tho year following was Ire
land’s “year of grace,” A mustard soed
at first, it also rapidly generated, tillit
fillod the land. The fruit appearod in many
now corgrogations forned, in additions of
from 100 to 809, to thogo previously organ-
ized, in moetings for prayer multiplied ;
Sabbatis schiools nover befote so prosperous,
famuly roligion nover so well attended to,
religious  liberality unusually devoloped,
Biblos and wholesome htoraturo circulated
freely, immorality and vico diminishod, re-
ligious agencies multiplied, and the whole
tono of the country's piety improved, *so
mi;ihgily grow the word of God and prc-
vauled.”

It1 Scotlund now which is boiug spe-
cially Dlessed with n tune of refreshing
from the presonce of tho Lord. That
favoured land folt only in u partial and
Lumited measuro the intluence of the Ameri-
can and Inmsh rewivals of the 2ud period.
Tha wave mnfluence went * by the way of
the sea.” [t swopt portions of her coast—
cortain fislang villages being wrought upon;
hiere aud there the sunkon masses partaily
too, but iho cities wore not stiried.
As over & ceutmy and a quarter ago,
when Cambuslang felt the thrill from
Northampton, the blessing has come to our
loved fatherland through an American
channel. Strangely emough, Mr, Moody
is from tho very Stato that Edwards adorn-
el. But how difforent the impressive, out-
S}mknn Ameciican man of business from
that prineo of logicians and first of philoso-
phic divines, In nothing can tiey ho com-
pared, in evorything cumirastod.” Yet o
who is wonderful in counsel, and whose
prerogative it is to make the weak things
coufound the mighty, has made this Amori.
can lad, with the five barloy loaves and the
two small fishes, tho instrument of feeding
thousands; or, like the lumb of Larley bread
that tumbled into the cawp of Midian,
briuging defeat to the enomy, and victory
to ‘tho Lords bost. The work 1s
attested by the most cumpetent
Judges as the ost wonderful ever wit-
nessed in . otland giceo the Reforniation.
Her cultnred Capital, where ars congro-
gatod hor ablest scholaxrs and divines, noity
that abhors sonsationalism, and whore mere
clap trap would at once be frowned down,
has beon stirved to its dopths, more widoly
and deegly than whon Whitefleld wiclded
tho witchery of his marvellons eloquence,
Yot this * man, of no oulture or
extraordinary ability, fills the largest halls
and churches in Edinburgh, and holds oager
thousands—the lofty and lowly—the rude
and the refined, apell bound for ioure. Fo.
months in succession, threo, four, five tines
a day, he lias spoken on one day evon soven
times to 15,000—and it is always the same
old, old story of Tesus and His love. Pauxs
of the realm, judges, advocatos, professors ;
rub shoulders with the offscouring of all
things gourmg in from the siums of Cow-
grte. The “‘awcet hour of prayer” daily
gathers mulitudes. The Corn Exchan
is packed to suffocation with 8,
men admitted Ly ticket, and staud.
ing all the time—T00 of whom
repair thereafter to a seqond mesting,

los of Bala; in 1708 at Monlin, nuder

where nigh 8,000 rise for prayer. At the
noon wmeelings the lask wask of the yoar

; m  ths Fify
const with their wives, and alkangers from
all the towns roand about, Mimsters of
tho highost roputo for learning ayq piet

givo their endorsation. Infidelity 1001‘2
abashed at & moment when s Drotensiong
were being Hauntod most insultingly,

Tho propotnders of “Etho Pro or Gty
have got their defiant elallengo t&wuu{g‘%ﬁd
their bletded weakness and wickedness re.
buked in o way they did not count on
These literary and scientific Goliaths hm‘
found their David, “TI thenk Thee 1)
Father,” &e.

It is xround for forvent gratituds, fatheyy
and brethren, that to some povtions of ony
boloved Church have bese granted « timos
of refreshing.” Even withmt the limitg of
our ownt Synod tokens for goud have no
been withheld, At least the little cloud hpg
come out npon our sky. May it be the
herald and harbinger of  shéwors of blegg,
inge.” Ta this end let us get up into the
high monutain—unto the seven tines of
the Propliot’ s<orvant, If we wait pationtly
on the Lovd, e will inclive wnto us gy
hear our erv,  In contrast to the Gadarineg
who hesought Clist to depart out of their
const, wo ave told immedintely aftormards
of the residents on tho other side of the
Lake, that they * gladlv recoived Hiwm, for
they were all warting for Him” In this
attitude of anxious anticipation was thg
Primitive Church on ler knees, for
days  in succossion. Tovty dnys
after  their Master's resurrection
they sco Him rise from the gteen’
sward of Olivet, That Thursday night
finds them holding praver meoting in an
Upper Rootn—a few feallo men and women,
Friday, Saturday, Sabhath, they nre atil}
t*.ere, but no sign from lieaven ! Monday,
Tuesday, Wedneslay pass, but whoro is the
promiso of His coming ? It is now Thurs.
day again—a wholo we k since their friend
I thew, Ins His promise failed for
oveunie ? - Said He not unto usg, *Ye
shall be baptized with the Holy Gliost not
muy days heneo 2 Hope deferred maketh
the ueart sicle; hut they will not give way
to tlus heart sickness.  Lipht days ave not
many.  They are but “a few’ afterall, To
the sure word of promisc ey clenve with
the purpose of hiemt. * W. . Wait we for "
OQur hopo 18 tw Lhee. Lo tho vision
tarry, we shall waie for i, 1, "lsuroly
come. Thus do they continuo mm.  +14nd
sapplication with the women, Thes that
before coulil not watels with him one hour,
wait ror Him day nfter day, dny afier day,
But why this delav, - when the whole
world had to be eonquered for their Kiug,
and they were to bo its conquerors, Had
Ho not raid, * Yo shall bo witnesses to me
both in Jerucalem and in all Judes, and in
Samaria, and unto tho uttermost parts of
the earth, *  Should not theiractive witness
bearing Legin at onca—when the wave of
their influenco had to wiiden its concontrio
circles till it broke on the remotest ghores
of our world? No' WWith them as with
thair fathers by the sea. The command,
* Stand still,” must precede the marching
orders, *“Go forward.”

** Tarry ye in Jerusalem until yo be en-
Aued with power from on high"—must be
nttended to, before they are in a fit position
to go into all the world, and prench the
Gospel to every croature, Thoy received
power aftor that the Holy Glost had come
upon them. Thus, out of weakness they
wore mado elrong, waxed valiant. Tha
triumphs of Apnstolic times nitest the
1 powor of the Holy Ghost,” and wa can
linve such * times of rofreshing roprodneed
only with tho Toly Ghost sent down from
Heaven.”

Wo nced tho baptism of firo. In that
firo is the hiding of our power. Usoless is
mere mnchinery furnaces, boilers, water,
fuel, to propel that mighty vessol over the
oconn, but thecentral fire does it. The fire
of God's Spirit is the great motive power of
the Church. In vain ave cannon, powder,
and balls set down in front of yonu, frowning
fortress, but lot a spark bo biought into
contoct with them, and igactive and harm.
less though they look in themselves, they
get an explosive power that nakes the
mightiest Malakoff erumble, Our weapons,
not carunl, are powerless in themsolves, but
thay becomo mighty through God to the
pulling down of strongholds.

Nor lot us forget how best wo may be
filled with the Spirit, and bo endued with
this power. Wo must  come out from the
world and bo soparate.” Chomistry tells
us (to use an old fawiliar figura) that the
jar can best bo charzed with elootricity,

which is raised ahove the ground, and
lueed on a orysta) stand. Aud we can
st be filled with the olectric currents from
on high, and emit sparks of influence to sil
-who touch us, when, though in the world,
wo ure not of the world. Let us us remem-
ber too that part of the Apooalyplie vision,
which represents the seven lamps which are
the soven spirita of God, ns, * before (he
Torone and round about it.” ~This must be
our position if wo are to receive the Spirit,
not of fear, but of power, DBefore the
Throne, round about the Throune, acting a8
the " Lord's ramembrances,” “proving Him
now"-—giving Him no rest.” 'glms lot us
wait and work, and work and wait, and
toour own souls and onr soveral chnrohes
there wili cumo ns ts others bofore aud now
* times of 1ufreslung from the presouce of
the Lord.”  Get the up into tho nigh moun-
tain thon, Bae u.or agninct tho wmalbersy
grove, and *whon thon hearest tho sound of
8 golug in the tops of the mulberry trees,
then thou shalt best’r thyaolf ; for then shall
the Lord go_ont bofora thee to smite the
host of the Philistines.” 11 Sam. v. %4.

The sound cven now brenks on our earfe
Lot ug bestir oursolves, and if we can 40
uothing else, lct the good news from the *
father country sot oach soul amongst us in -
the attitudo of earneat expectancy, slimd-
lating us to szy to our soul, “my soul, wall
thou only upon God, for my expectation 8
from him; and to say unto God, our Koeky '
in whom all our springs voside, and {rom
whom all our suppli-s must flow.
thou not ravive us ngain, that thy people
may rejoice in Thee 9" '

Lord, 1 hiear of howars of blessing
Thou art sca¥erivg, tult and free;

Bhowers the thirsty Jandt refreshiag,
Lat somc dropping fall on we.

(Continued on third page))
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