4

B grc !

NS

Ky

14

. v

1882]

TEHR CANADIAIN FARMER.

685

one part of beef tallow, to bo the beat
proportivne,  Melt them togethor ina
skillet, {which is beat,) or a tincup, and
mix well. It should xemain in the
vesse' and used asneeded. Twenty or
thirty scions can be waxed with one
heating-up. When much grafting is
to bo done, a little fire for heating the
wax should be mado on the spot, be-
tween tho bricks or stonea.

Wo have sent various preparations
for making grafting-wax, and we be-
lieve we have tried nearly all, bat pre-
fer our own whero there is only little
grafting to do, though woshould adopt
that recommended by ovr friend Far-
kin, of Delaware county, where inere
is much to do. Applying 1t warm or
hot does no injury.  The object to
attain in the mixture is that the wax
will not crack in cool,dry weather, or
run o warm woather,  {f howover,
upon trial, different proportious be re.

uired, tho foregoing can be altered
though after using them in severa
ways we havo come back to thase.—
Germantown Telegraph.

POULTRY.

POULTRY ON THE FARM.

\ritteu for tho OANADIAN FARMER.

Small as it may appear when reck-
oned as part of the operations of the
farm, the poultry interestis one of the
great importance, whether considered
in its aggregate value, or its influence
upon 1individual property. The egg
and poultry produce of the country
exceeds that of the cotton, the corn, or
tho wheat crop. It exceeds the fmy
crop which falls little short of
$400,000,000 ; and the value ot all
the cattle,sheep, and swineslaughtered
or sold to be slaughtered, falls below
the aggregate annnal valueof the
poultry and its producte, in the shape
of eggs and-meat. Nor is it lessim.
portant comparatively as contributing
to the comfort and income of the
small farm, where, from 1ts limited
numbers, the poultry scems hardly
worth taking into account. Poultry-
raiing ought, therefore, to be studicd
ond pursued as intelligenily a8 any
other farm operation. Use diligence,
industry, integrity and proper im-

rovement of time, to mmake poultry-
coping pay. Do not keep any more
live poultry on your place than you
can keep well, and take good care of.
The more comfortable you can kee
your poultry, the more they will
thrive and pay for your extra care
aud trouble. Scll when you can get
agouvdprice.  Ifyou keep fancy poul-
try Ke sure and »eep the best to behar,
Never sell any but gool stock.
H. E. SpexceR.
Centre Vallage, N. Y.

FOR BEGINNERS.

The first consideration in poultry-
kecping is the necessary houso accom-
modation. In selecting & house the
requisites are perfect shelter from
wind and weather, good ventilation
and absolute dryness, with pure air,
Cleanliness is imperative. Large and
expensive liouses are not desirable in
Canade. Poultry can be kept profit-
ably in & house, no matter what asize it
isif the bouso has the requisites abowe
mentioned. Fiveor six feet equare
will accommodate a cock and six hens
of avy breed ; and if & choice can ba
bed, a southern or south-castern as-
pect i3 the most desirable, with plenty
of glass to give ample sunlight, of
which poultry are cspecinlly fond,
The roosts should be low and placed
€0 as to be pertectly free from drafle.
The neats should bo on the ground,
and in such & position that the dirt
from the fowls will not drop into

them. Cleanliness is vory important,
and tho floor of tho howse should bo
tiberally suppliod with dry ecarth,
road-dust, or coalmsher The drop-
Kinga should bo removed often, and a

ox of dust or coal-ashes placed so
that the fowls can have access to it at
alt times for a dust.bath.

The feeding of poultry steck isa
very important matter, If keptin a
small run they ought to bo given svft
feed, mado of soft corn, barley or oats,
mixed with shorts and a littlo Lran,
thorougbly mixed with boiling water
till dry and czumbly, for their morn.
ing meal ; and a Jight feed ot mid.day
with oats, buckwheat,&ec., and at night
a full feed of barloy, cornor oate,
Corn is the best food for winter. They
ought not to be fed more than thoy
wiﬁ cat up clean, and in tho caso of
Asintics must bo fed more scantily, as
they are aptto get too fat for businear.
In mixing woft food it is necessary to
add salt, and pepper lnay be sparingly
added. All }m try should have a
regular supply of puro clean water,
and if keptin confinement o diet of
meat twico & weck oreo becomes in-
dispensable, if eggs and_good lhealth
are expected. If the flock.is small the
scraps from the kitchen will probably
be suflicient, but if not,bullock’s liver,
chopped fine and slightly seesoned
wit{; pepper; will be found the cheap-
est and best. Fowls with a good
mange will need mo animal food in
summey, as they will get plenty of
worms and insects, but in winter the
beat result cannot be obtained with-
out regular feeding of meat twico or
three times a week. In winter it is
also necessery to give fowlsa regular
supply of green vegetable food, such
23 cabbage, &c.

In order to have a regular supply
of eggs for winter it is necessary to
constantly replenish your yards with
early hatched pullets, gradually doing
away with the older hens Pullets
hatched in April, of most breeds, will,
if properly fed and _cared for, lay in
Qctober and November fnllowing, ex-
cept in the most severo weather, and
w:tl‘}xrobabiy, if non.setters, continue
until moulting,in August and Septem-
ber following.

Tho nests for laying fowls tust be
kept absolutely clean, and bo placed
in a retired postion in the poultry-
house, and at the same time be readi.
ly got at to remove the egge.

For a supply of poultry for the
table it will bea great advantage to
have plenty of early batched birds,
using the males for the table and re-
gerving tho best of the pullets for lay-
ers, The young chicks ought to be
forced along, &0 that when wanted at
10 or 12 weeks old for broilers, they
will be plump and the flesh tender
and juicy. They ought to be fat
enough when taken from the yard
without baving to go through any fat-
tening process to finish them off, and
they will taste all the better.

In selecting stock, pure breeds are
always the best, although it may be
out of the reach of the beginner to do
tkis on a large scale, yet ho ought to
have & pair or trio of pure blood, and
havo the largest hens he can buy for
the mother.

Everybody kwows, or thinks he
knows, just how toseta hen. The

lan I bave found most successful bas
Eeen to have the nest prepared by
putting two or ihree inches of soil in
the bottom of the nest.box, and on
this suflicient short hay or straw to
make a hollow for putting in the eogy,
and into which I puta few crockery
eggs  Iuext procure the hen, mak.

ing the removal during the nigf:t‘ and
closely covering her up for ecightesn
or twenty-four houre. Ithen quietly

removo tho screen or cover, allowing
her to come off of her own azcord for
food and water, always taking care tc
sco that sho returns to her nest, and if
she docs not do #o it will bo necessary
to put ber on, but it mut be very
carefully done, as she mut net Iv frght.
ened.  After puttirg her o1 tho nest,
drop the cover, leaving ber covered
until the following day, when it ought
to be remoaved at the samo hovr, and |
the hen allowed to feed. If she goes
back to the nest herelf and covers
ihe crockery cgge, you may thea put
the good eggs under her, marking on
the box the date and variety of cggs
tet. A little duasting of eulphur in
tho nest three or four tisnes durin
the first two weeks will keep away nﬁ
vermin, 1f setting hens are scarce
and hard to procure, an artificial
mother will be found of the very
greateat aseiztance, as the chicks as
soon &s free from the chell can be re-
moved to the artificial mother, and =o
soon as all aro hatched, the nest can
bo cleaned and renewed, and a fresh
supply of eggs put under the hen, 1
have e{))t my heps setting for nine
weceks, biinging off three broods of
chicks, and then being in good health.
This can only be done by regular and
systematic feeding and attention. I
hnve had the best success with small
hens as sitters; they are more careful
than Jarger breeds.

In mating breeding stock it ia very
cssential that the birds be n robust
bealth, The cock bird, piior to mat-
ing, should bave been kept separate
during early winter monthy, and only
introduced to tho hens when his ser-
vices was wanted. It has been found
that iv mating fowls for breeding, the
ages of the cock and hens should dif-
fer, say cock a year old, mated with
two-year-old hene, or a two-year-old
cock with pullets. This difference of
ages givas the best results, apd is now
universally followed by our most suc-
cessful breedere. Ivshould be under-
stood that very young pullets are not
desirable, and ought to be avoided if
poseible in the breeding pen. Wien
making up breeding pens discretion
should be used in no¢ putting too

{ many hers with the male bird, especi-

ally when they will be closely kept in.
Of Asiastic, four toeix hess to one
cock, and of the smaller brecds a few
more hens may be allowed if the cock
isin good oxder and high health, but
it is safest to cr: on the small side.
The hens ought to be out dary, and
kept as healthy as possible, as upon
the hens depends greatly the vitahty
of the chicke. Eggs from hens in good
health will often hatch in nineteen
days, whereas if the hen 1s at all feeble
the chicks will not batch until late on
the 21st day, and perhaps not at all,
not being strong enmough to chip the
shell —From advance shectz of G. II.
Pugsley’s Illustrated Catalogur

A SHORT CHAPTER ON MILCH
€OWS,
I take great interest in reading your
valuable selection of agucultural news
that appear from time to time in your

er.

PaRnd, sinif I have a choice it is read-
iag about the different breeds of cattle,
whether of the lordly Short Horn,with
their uneurpasced beef producing
recond, and what appears strange, their
great milking qualities given, if tho
selections are from Engli-h papers, for
in England it i3 aaid nearly all the
large dairies are composed of Short
Horn cows. llere, in Nova Scotia, if
you want a poor milker hunt up a
Short Horn and you have found what
you were in search of. Not long ago

I read in an English paper a descrip-
tion of a lot of cows, thoroughbred
Short Horns, owned by a gentleman
in the vicimty of London, England,
who #sold all his milk to the city,
Speaking of the milk yield oz some of
his cows it said that it was by no
means uncommon for them, in the bo-
ginning of summer, to yicl(i 30 quarts
a day, and that one of biy best cows
gavo 36 quarts & day, or 72 pounds of
milk in one day. New then, thoss
wlho b\:iy for us Nova Scotians in
Enpland _either buy from the wrong
family of Short 3Iorna, or our countr
is not adapted for bringing out thefr
milking qualities, for they are prover-
bially the poorest milk producers of
any of the known biceds in our
Province.

Sometimes you treat us to nccounts
of the handsorae Ayrshires, with their
well-eatablished milking properties, 1
have the record of one cow, an Ayr.
shire, now before me, (Old Creamerxg,
owned by General 8. D. Hungriford,
of New York State. This cow when
9 years old weighed 1080 lbe, and in
1673 gave, during the month of Juue,
2:20 lbe. of milk, in July, 2483} lbs.,
aud in Sépt, same year, 2200 lbs.” Her
average for June was 94 lba. or 48
quarts per day.

In our own county of Pictou are
two registered Ayrshire cows, * Cuth.
bert Lass ” and “Little Dorret.” Al
though they cannet shew ‘*Qld
Creamer’s” record they are representa.
tive Ayrshires all the same, and if you
think the account sufiiciently interest.
ing I will give you their milk record
during the months of January, Febru.
ary, March, April, May, and to June
21st, 1881, Their milk produce was
weighed each day and sold at 2 cents
pa_pound . An account was kept

against them for feed, attendance, &c.
Junuary, Milk Yt‘c‘ld 1% l'bs at 2cta., 839 G3

Fobruary, * 9
Aerch, 4w Mmoo« 9
April. " " 1950 ¢ “ 39 U
N“J'- " " “ a" 40 02
2t daysinJuno “ 1428+ 1jcts, 24 99
11 206 $980 55

Average yield per cow per day 33
1bs., and for each 27 days during the
timo stated 2ach cow gave her own
weight in milk, “Little Dorrit” bein
only 3} years old at the time an
milking after first calf, having calved
Oat. 25th, 1880.

T'will now give you the opposite
account for feed, attendance, &e.

Jap. to Juno, 16 1bs of bay oach for
172dav8~650 bsatict.perld $27 52
Jan., 62 bus. of zumiga at 16conty—

£0.30, 250 Jbs.of bran, $2.50 . ... .. 11 60
Feb., 7 bus. ot barley at 70 cts—81.90

42 bus. potatoos at 33 ots.~81050 15 40
Feb,, 82 quarta of oll cako.....,. . 200
March, ssams a8 February 17 40
April & May  do_ ... 87 83
June, moal to the 21st 800
Lasturo.. ..ececceicemransenns. 2 00
Attondanco. 30 O
Intorost on firat cost of cows for six

113131 1T N 9 00

So you sece the account will stand
thus :

Milk Y1014, 11,904 I1bs. at cts ........... 8224 03
Cbargos, keop,interest & attondanco 158 §4
$I514

In addition I must add :
2 tboroughbrcd calvos at$15 cach... $30 00
G loads of maaure . ¢ 00

Learving tothocredit o tho ttvo cows 8113 14

It is not a very bad arguwment in
favor of Ayrshires do you think,

Now and agamn you give us ac-
coul?lu of “Jerseys”” and their butter
yrelds,

It is snid that the Leicester sheep
are tho Short Horns of shee , and by
wing the same figure [ think tha
handsome and amstocratic South
Down bas a something about them
that always makes mo think of the
Jersoy cow, and think they should be
together,

-+ eesesssates cerastteenin




