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n?'5 eet *àtvmpteà Io do. She haA liot
'eVen sought te eut out those pastuges
whichl uilitate again8t her dogme.

But it unay be asked further, notwith-
ztanding ali the ývatehfulness o! the Jews
duind of the Roman Catholie church, le i.
iiot possible that at least one book of
ecripture înay have lieen lost ini some of
the world's dark ages, and that book per-
-haps the Inost îrnporiant? ht is psil
4that sucli a th*ng miiglt bave happened,
biut it is not truc ihat it bas happenied.
MIelito, mho flourisbed ln the Ftecond ceii-
tury, gives (he oldest list of the books3 of
the JewishI canon, and it iiý identical -with
that wbichi we now have, with the excep-
tion of Nehiemiali and Esther, both o!
,%vlicl are thouglît to have been included
tinder the titie of Ezra. A remarkable
fact going to prove witil mlhat fldeJity the
~Jews jreqer%*et timeir crpueCaile to
liglit lui the 17th century. A culony of
Israiites rs!egl near Ptekin iu China,
%vhich had been there from tinte innemo-
r;a], po.-scasýed thc greater portion o! the
01,1 Testament, the re.st having been de-
stroved bv fic; the part, that still r-emained
correSponded exactiy %vith Our Hlebrewv
Bible. And thcre halve since been found

am",gt the Jews iii Mahlbar, ln antique
formu, eutire mauciasof the 1-Icbrew
Scr-ipttî rea-, crejau t').1 a etter ' v.irh
tîtose whielh haNo coice down to lis. S
imuclu for the authenticii5' of the Old Tes-
tatunnt

With reýgard tca the New Testament
So-riptures, the inspirat.ion of twcuuy of its
boOhk3 (the fir Goplthe AcLta of the
Ap'ositeq, the fIrst thirteen Epistles of

aui, thc irst Epistle of Peter, and the
tiret or John) was neer coutroNcrted 1>3
the early chiurch. Th'Ie Epstmlc of Jamte-,
the second of Peter, Jude, anmi thc second
a*nd third of John werc not received at
firat by siome o! the Chrjsti-jn cburcjýes as
of Divine authority, but gradually cainle to

be rmcghtl*e15 Iby anl a% ech11. the tl
te the Hebrmws, theauthority of whichwu
di8puted chiefly ini the western cuce
and the book of itOvelfttiol> whlch mnet
wi~th illuch opposition in the East. wajn
hînger than any others in being achnovq.
Iedged as parts of the canon o! Scriptura,
But althoughi there iwas besitancy in gome
cases concerning the authority of certaïi
parts of Scripture, perfect Larmony mua
wbat it ail ended in. And even this ear1y
hesitaricy --hows that books were nlot bliudly
receivei into the sacred canon without their

ibeing thoroughly sified. .And, notwith.
standing ail the disputes of the first three
Celituries upon the point, as faîr back asthe
v'ear 325 i.D., in which tlîe famons Cuneil
of Nice was hield, we flnd ail the cbuichoe
agroeing thant the oti y books of the Nev
Test.ament Script ure are the twenty-seveie

wbieh are nlow in Our Possession. And
theie are MSS. stili existing nie.arly as old
as tbis date. The Aleiand riait M~S. in tue
British Museum le about 1500 years old.
And the Viatican MS. la the Popù's ]ibraiy
at Rome is beiieved to have been written
lu the 5tb century. And these dlocuments,
wîtb very sliiht differences -çichb ait
scarce worthy of notice, correspond W:.th
the iNew Testament as we now have iLt*

Sueci statemients are facts %vlieli cannot
Lae gairsaid, and they prove beyond dispute
that the Bible as it now exists is the lu-
sapired Word of God, whîch abideth for
ever. Hètory bias been ransacked by 'lie
enemies of revelation, but instead of over-
tbrowing it bas only gonle to substantiate
the truth of the Bible. Critieismi bas aise
set its wvit. to work te pr-ove it false, but
ELke an old rock of the ocean elgaiast w'hieh
the foamniug billows have da.shed fur age3,
the old Bible stands becure.

But methînks I hear somne one askidaz
"Is it not true that criticisnm bas digeoverýd

*Se Gaumron on the Canonl.
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