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old  Pomans, simpl m thenr tactes,
frugal in their habits, hardv and vigor
ous in their mode of life, and thongh
we have no expectation of seeing them,
like the Romans, conquering the waorld,
we can testify to the fact that our
young people are holding their own in
it with many who have had vastly
superior advantages in birth, education

and early environment.
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WHEN we pass from our
health columns to those
that relate to conduct
and behaviour. our task
is a much less simple one. T'rue, in
the majority of cases no difficulty
occurs. We have perhaps had half a
dozen letters during the year in each
of which the boy is reported to be
doing well and the Visitor received the
same report when he paid the annual
or semi-annual inspection,
I'he word “satisfactory o1 “very good ™
under  these circumstonees, save all
there is to be said; hut in other cases
when there have heen complaints, we
have to adjuet o mental senles with
great nicety and bhring into cxereise
such limited judicinl facalties ag we
have been endowed with to enahle e
to pronounce a just and impartial ver
di(’(, and to charactenize l)())'°s con
duct and behaviour as 1t descrves,
remembering  that the judgment we
pronounce will remain as a record for
or against him after we have passed
away and present  conditions  are
changed and gone. Wc have to weigh
well the source trom which the com
plaint comes and the spirit in which it
is made.  We have o discount a letter
wrilten pothaps by a woman ol natw
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. KvVEN with our excellent
Reading Visit e have to ex
Retween the . 1S1Ors we have to exer
Lines c1se some degree of dis

crimination, as, while
we well know the information given
and the opinions expressed are strictly
and conscientiously in accordance with
the facts ascertained, we have to allow
for a habit of mind that inclines one
ot our esteemed colleagues to take
generally a lugubrious view of the situa
tion, and rather to horrow trouble from
the future than to see the brighter
aspects of present conditions: while. on
the other hand. one, at any rate, of the
five gentlemen. through whose spe
tacles we have to look, has naturally »
fove of boys and o vympathy with them
in the pasittion i which b finds them
that
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coverad that his presence was tmpes
atively required at market that day, with
suficient mud under foot and ramn over
head to make the prospects ol drving
uncertain and unsatsfactory, and whea
the boy perhaps has gone oft to school
without bringing in the wood. or having
been commissioned to fasten the hne,
did it so carclesshy that the Tiest ot ol
dothes Janded o Uaglee
lorte ”ul‘
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