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Original Communications.

ALVEOLAR ABSCESS.*

By E. HereerT Apams, M.D., D.D.S.

* A LVEOLAR abscess is a term applied to any abscess having its origin
A in the alveolar process of either of the maxillee. It is generally due
‘to'a pericementitis occurring at the apex of the root of the tooth, and
caused by the death of the dental pulp. The first pus is pent up in the
avaal space by bony walls, and the pressure being very great results in the
;apxd destruction of the surrounding osseous tissue. The pus burrows
'whexe‘ there is least resistance, and on account of the cancellous nature
“of the bone surrounding the root, and the denser nature of the bone nearer
“the' surface, a larger pus cavity is formed.
“:The pericemental membrane sv:zounding the apex of the tooth is even
et not perhaps destroyed ; but its fibres become elongated and their
i:meshes filled with pus; the swollen tissue forming the shreddy bag-like
1ass 50 often seen attached to the end of a root of an abscessed tooth after
: wxtr‘acnon
Should the outer lamina of bone be perforated the pus has then ready
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