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FLOATING KIDNEY SIMULATING DISEASES
OF THE GENITAL ORGANS IN WOMEN,*

By A. LAPTHORN SMITH, B.A., M.D., MRC.S,, Eng. °

Fellow of the American and British Gynecological Societies; Professor of Clinical
Gynecology in Bishop’s University ; Surgeon-in-Chief of the Samaritan
Hospital for Women ; Gynecologist to the Montreal Dispen~
sary; Surgeon to the Western Hospital, Montreal.

Movable kidney is a much more common disease than
is generally supposed, occurring in about I in 250 cases in
“general practice and in about I in § of the women who con-
‘sult the gynecologist. Itis much more frequent in women
‘than in men; it occurs much oftener on the right side than

“on the left; less frequent still on both sides at once, and
‘very rarely on the left side alone. It is important that-it
-should be recognized oftener, because it gives rise to symp-
‘toms very similar to those produced by lacerated cerv1x and
‘other diseases of the genital organs,

2. The causes are: () loss of perirenal fat; (&) violence
"either in the form of a blow on the loins, but more often by
' the sudden jerk of jumping or prolonged vomiting ; (c) fre-
“’quent pregnancies causing relaxation of the abdominal walls ;
" (dy tight lacing, which forces down the liver and the liver.
. pushes down the kidney; (¢) the kidneys are heavier during
‘menstruation, which, therefore, is a contributory cause.

: 3. The symptoms are disorders of all the organs sup-
phed by the great sympathetic and pneumo«rastrxc nerves

29 T Abstr'tct of paper read before the Canada WIedxcal Assoo;atlon at Toronto, August
<129, 1899, .



