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Hydrocele treated by Tapping, and application of Nit. Silver to wnterior of
Sac—(Beperted by Nir. Alexander Kirkpatriek.)

William Wkaley, @t 27, wheaithy Jocking Tnshman, was admitted
into hospitad, Sept. 14, 1830, for o scavtal swelling. e states that about
three months ngo, while in the act of getting on horse-inck, his foot
lipped, and,in fulling agaiast the pommel of the saddle, he injured hus
testiele. At the time he experienced great puin in this part,and in a
duy or <0 it commenced swelling. He songht relief of a practitioner,
who gave lnm a lotion, but the swelling inereasing imipeded him greatly
in work, and he applied for admission into hospital. The tumour, on
admission, was found to be confined to right half of scrotum, and pre-
sented the following appearances: In shape it wus pyriform, the
broadest part inferiorly, it was compressible and clastic, and gave no
pain ou being handled. 1t communicated ne impulse on coughing, and
elicited a dunll sound on percussion. 1t hore a strong resemblance to an
inflated gall-bladder, i its ontward shape,as well as in its size. "The
surface was smooth, and uniformly rounded. Tt was semi-transpareut,
aud fluctuated obscurely. 'The swelling extended along the cord to the
external ring.

Sept. 15.—~Tumour much about the same, and continued so till 19th,
when the following cperation was performed by Dr. Wright:(—The
front surface of tie swelling was tapped inferiorly with 4 swall trocar,
the stillet was withdrawn, und the canula allowed to remain io situ,
immediately abont 3iv of fluid escaped, baving the characters of serum in
being clear, straw-colored, transparent, Himpid, and cozgulating by tests
foralbumen. A camcl’s hair pencil loaded with strong solution witrate
of silver (o7, xX. to Zj.) was then introduced through the cauula, and
freely brushed over the inner surface of the tunica vaginalis by moving
the handle 1n various directions.  This having been satisfactorily
effected, the brush and canula were removed,and the patient put to bed.

Next day proof was observed of the occusrence of the action endea-
voured to be cxcited ; the scrotum was more largely swollen than it had
ever heen before ; the right half was three times its ongiual size; the
mvesting skin was rod, the tumour felt dvughy, and puia was com-
pained of, as well as some secondary fever. A lotion was directed to
be applied containing laudanum and diacetate of lead.



