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OLD AGE PENSIONS,

At the last session of the Loeal Legislature an
Act was passed authorising the government to ap-
point a commission to enguire into the subject of
old age pensions.  The members of the commis-
sion lately appointed are:  W. Crowe, Barrister,
Sydney, Chairman ; R. Drammond of Stellarton ;
Stephen B, MeNeil, Gluce Bay and W. Hodge of
Springhill. As defined in the Act the duty of the

ssion shall be “to examine into and report
upon the feasibility of adopting some scheme pro-
viding old age pensions for workmen and partie-
ularly for such workmen as have either by them-
selver or in “onjunction with their employers es-
tablished benefit or relief societies, and shall also
examine into and report upon the organization
and administration of all formed under
the provisions of Chapter ised Stat-
utes of Nova Scotia, 1900.”" If the commission
euquires into the workings of all the societies
formed under Chapter 23 then it has some work
before it as such societies have been formed at
neaviy all the collieries of the province. A ques-
tion tor the commission to decide will be whother
Odd-feliows or Foresters societies and societies
with.similar objects will come within the scope
of the enquiry. Insome localities, tnke Stellur-
ton, Westville, Springhill ete, the members of
these societies are nearly all “workmen” and yet
as they did not form the societies as members of
a particalar work or factory, it may be that they
are excluded, Nodoubt, howe the commission
will take steps to obtain the views of the members
of ‘fraternul’ societies on this big subject. The
commission will meet immediately to organize and
formulate a plan of procedure. It is likely the
commission will llnl(l meetings at three or four of
the more important industrial centres,  All per-
sons interested in the subject and who wish to
present their views will no doubt be welcomed
by the commission,

NORTH ATLANTIC COLLIERIES, LTD,

This company having been regularly organized
and all logal and other formalities having been

one through has began with energy toearny out
the programme published exclusively, us the news-:
papers would say, in the R e ¢ or'd seversl montha
. Mr. ‘Richardson, w Mining Engindet ‘fram!
%glund isin charge of operations and he wilk:

Itkely have as tmunnger Mr. Wilsoh “seonl ifigpen

1%

tor for the Dominion Conl Co.—of Glace Bay.
The company'is going (o do no shouting nor make
big pretensions. It will do its business quietly
and systematically and, what is of vital import-
ance, conduct operations with a due regard to ec-
onomy. Mr. B, F.Pearson has assumed, until the
first regulnr meeting of the shareholders, supreme
control, and so far ‘I‘m is doing remarkably well,
From conversing with him one gathers that he
has been reading up on coal and coal mining, and
one may also gather from the ense with which he
flings around miving phrases that he has been
rumping the authorities great and small from

liram Donkin downwards. Without levity it
may be said that B. F.—one of the best fellows in
Canada—has entered upon his new duties as Man-
aging Director of a coal company con amore, and
in making a balf a dozen contracts for work and
repairs to be done at Port Morien, he has shown
that he knows some values. The contracts that
have been awarded are at such figures ns would
if published, make some other managers envious
of the perspicacity of this latest, but not least, ad-
dition to their honorable ranks,

The work presently heing done and that will
be carried on for the next few weeks is chiefly
preparatory to shipments which are expected to
begin about November, If nothing goes contrary
the colliery will be in full swing in November with
an output of three or four handred tons. The
first prime necessity is water. That hitherto us-
ed was impure and played the mischief with the
boilers ete A supply is to be obtained from Sand
Lake for immediate use.  The pipes, ns the de-
mand is urgont, will be Inid on the surface and af-
terwards covered.  The pipe to be laid down is of
3 inch size, but before ditching begins it might be
well to lny suy a six inch pipe so that a supply of
good water can be had for the company houses,
The time is not far distant when coal company
tenants will insist that the houses have all mod
ern conveniences and the most desirable of these
is water,  Some half dozen contracts for various
kinds of work have been let.  These undertakings
are all necessary to the production of conl at a
reasonable rate.  The company it is said will make
an offer to the Dom. Coal Co. to mine the coal to
the erop of the Gowrie on a royalty basis. If
some areangement can be come to it would cer-
tainly be in the interests of both companies. Af-
ter it has found n market for all of the output of
the collicry on which improvements are presently
proceding the company will direct attention to
the exploitation of the Blockhonse seam, which it
is claimed contains excellent conl for metallurgic-
al purposes. A shaft by and bye will probably be
sunk at Long Beach, The conl from the Block-
house seam will not be offered at the furnaces in
Sgdney but for a furnace to be erected elsewher:,
and in which the ores of the Annapolis Valley will
be utilized. Indeed the Record is inclined to
the opinion that there issome connection between
the coal at Port Morien and the iron ore at An-
napolis, and that the interests of the promoters
of the North Atlantic collieries are in some way
bound up with the development of the ore proper-
ties at Annapolis.  The Record will not be at
all'surprised if ultimately the owners of the ore’
m&u,g}a&gm holders of the cqnl Y'l'npl‘rliuﬁpcﬂ-‘
ly join . One thing maqu aken for gravit-!




