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tarry at Jerusalim until they receivod
power from on higb, before they entered
fily on their publie work. Nor should
it be overlooked, that Paul spent three
years in silence and separation, acquir-
ing knowledge, before lie entered ftilly
on bis public work.-Gal. i. 17, 18.
M1ark weIl the previous training wvhich
the Aposties enjoyed, even thougli fur-
nished with miraculous suppiy, an-d
shall we, wvitls but tise ordinary endow-
ment, despise the advaîstages of a course
of study, which may preparo us for the
more faitliful and able disehargo of the
office of a Bishop ? It is a ploasing
truth, thiat wvisdom and knowledge shall
be the stability of Messiahi's times.

Is it of no service to a man, W11o is te
pi'each the Gospel, to understand the
original languages in which the Serip-
tures were written P There arc shades
of beauty, whieh no translation can
convey, and ideas suggested by a perusal
of the original, which -would neyer otlier-
wise occur. Then wlsy flot inake
qtrenuous efforts to afford this advantage
to our brcthren in the Ministry ?

A great portion of the wvord of God
igven in the formn o? prophoey. Many

Of the prophecies have been already fnl-
filled, and fulfsllod with an accuracy se
minuite, as to awaken surprise, and pro-
dluce an unsuspccting confidence in the
God of rovolation and providence. Now
in order to porceivo this exact erres-
pondence of event with prediction, mwch
and minute bistorical information is ne-
cessary. Then why witbboid tbis froni
the mon appointed by God, to minister
te us in holy things, and to open unto
uis the seriptures ?

Tlîe Hoiy Spirit, in convcying to us
our Father's wiii, bas laid al nature
iîndor contribution for illustrations. The
minerai, vegetable, and ani mal king-
doms are made tributary to the kin-domn
of grace. Now to see-the beauty, and
fée the force, of the Spirit's soiections
from thiese sources, some knowiecge of
natural history is requisite. Thon wby
flot afford time and opportunity to our
pastors, to store thoir mindsç'vith such
instruction, tbat they may explaia the
ivill of God more clearly, and enforce it
m'ore cogently ?

Tlîe Scriptures are the most aneient
records posscsscd by mon. They were
ivritton in difféet ages of tise '\vorld, t

Jand in countries differing in niany res-
pects from ours. An acquaintance wvitb
the custems, lasvs, &c. of those ages and
people, will very hiappily subserve the
illustration of niany portions o? tbe
divine record. Moses, coatrasting the
land of promise with the land whicbi
Isracl hiad loft, says, Il t is not as tic
land of Egypt, from -%hence ye camne
out, wiîere tbou sowedst tby sced, and
wateredst it with tby foot, as a gardon o?1îorbs." Philo gives a description of a
machine, used by the Egyptians to water
their lands ;-he says; IlIt is a wheel
iwhiclî a man tuxns ivith tbe motion o?
bis foot, by successiveiy asconding the
sevoral stops whicb are vitbin it ; but
as wbhile ho is thus continuaily turning,
ho cannot support himnseJf, lie lîolds in
ibis band a rail not aneveable, whicli
keeps him from failing; se tbat in bis
work the bands do the office of bis foot,
and bis foot, -whiich sbould bo at rest,
are in constant action, and give motion
te the whcel." H-ow oflen wore the
Israelites, while slaves in Egypt, tbus
employed, and hoiv irksome such em-
ploymcnt! and therefore ivhat a strong
recommendation was it of tlîe promised
land, that it was not waterod ivith the
foot ? "lBut it ie a land of bille and
valicys, and drinketh wator of tise ramn
of beaven."

Turn to 1 Samn. xii. 17. Now, do -%e
consider it any special mark of divine
displeasure, to see rain or hear thunder
in the time of hiarvost ? And yet we
find that in this way, Samuel ivas to
prove the dispîcasure of God against
lus people for desiring a king. But ài
knowledge of that chimateo removes
the difficulty. Josephus says, on tlîis
passage :-Il But thiat 1 may prove
to you that God is displeasod and angry
with jeu for desiring a kingly govern-
ment, I will prevail on him te make it
manifest by strange signis; for wbat
none cf you ever saw before ini this
country shahl happen, viz., a sterm in
the midst of sumnmer : this, by my
prayers, will I menve God te sliow unto
you." H-ence aIse the force cf Solonbon's
Provorb, xxvi. 1 " lAs ramn in hiarvest,
se boueur is not seemnly for a fool."
aow desirable, thon, it is for the eluci-
dation cf many portions cf tho word of
Cyod, that our preachors should have
iheir minds stored with ail kinds cf
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