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lilgeTs -vitll delighit over the closet,
the barni, or the chataber, where Uie
Christian enters to pour out his sol
before God. The secrecy honours
bis divine omniscience, the silenîce
ilis omnipresetice, the enîptiriess lus
mercy, time sense of unvorthiness bis
-- race, th e plea bis *Justice, the confi-
dence bis faithfulniess, and the act as
-a whole, his paternal character and
infinite love. 'The empty-hianded,
Jesus pleading, resolute petitioner at
God's throne pleases him; no angel's
-harp yields such. music, or ministers
-such deliglit. So also the feeble
praises we present, he lias coudes-
ecended to assure us they glorify hiîn;
,he cornes and nuakes a home of them,
he is su well pleased wvîth tlîem ;
hience the* Psalmist add1resses 1dim,
"O, thou that inhabitest the praises
of Israel." As tic shiechinah over
the Merey seat wvas enveloped in the
sînoke of the burning ineense, 50 our
God loves to be surrounded with the
heartfelt pi-aises of his people. 0 let
us cali upon him often, and praise
hlm always, for thereby we please
'hlm. We are mistaken if we think i

prayer is only for ourselves, or that
praise rneets no return; prayer and
praise please ourGod, and bring down
blessings on our souls. Holy con-
sistent walking in the world, in the
family, and the church of Grod> is
weil pleasing in luis sight: whcn the
Christian is clothed with humnility,
ornarnented with a meek and quiet
spirit, filled witlî faith ini Christ and
his word, with love to God, his peo-
ple, and poor sinners, and aims at
thc glory of God and tic good of
SOuls in ail it undertakes, it pleases
God; and this should be our ardent
.desire and constant aim. There is
nothing which Jesus hiath conîmandeed
luis disciples, but is pleasing tu God,
when attended Lu in a loving, spirit,
froin gospel motives, and %vith a laud-
able design. In baptism tîme believer
plcases God; lie counes forth and
professes before the world and the

clitirch tlîat lie is building oil Christ
alune for salvation; thiat lie lias re-
noutnccd self, the world, and the ser-
vice of sin ; that Cluri-zt is his ail in
ail ; that lie desires tu hionour hlm as
luis priest, by relying on luis perfect
atoneinent ; as luis prophet by receiv-
ing luis instructions and approving bis
conmmand;- as bis king by walking in
bis ways and observing ail his sta-
tutes. Ile professes lie looks to Jesus
alone for salvation, anud yet luolds
hiinself uinder grateful obligation Lu
obey. So also in the supper of the
Lord, hie meets the hioIy famnily at luis
Lord's command, la order to observe
his precept and do his wil1 ; lie f -e
looks tu Jesus, remnbers the ga .,en
where hie agonised and s-weat blood,
and tlue cross wluere hie lauuguishied
and died. H-e blesses the Iatlier l'or
his gift, Jesus for bis condescendiug
love atid vicarlous sufferings, and the
Holy Comfortw for tie revetation of
the facts ln the word and tu tîme
beart. So in ail the Chiristian does
hie inay please God; la lus niedita-
Lions, plans, purpuses, and actions;
and in ait hie should study liow lie
may please the Lord.

Wlîen the believer aiis at pleasing
God, lie is most likely to be pleased
with God. It is an awful faet, but a
fact it is, tluat the Lord's own family
are often displeased witli 1dm iii his
(lealings with theni. Perbaps tliere
is Do one person with wluom we are
so often oflènded as the Lord. He
lias nanaged the w'orld for nearly
6000 years, and yet luis people oftezî
fée, and talk as though iL was but
badly managcd ; tie dispensations of
his providence in cvery age, have
produced and seeured tAie welfare of
ail lus saints, and yet tlîey ofteu coin-
plain as tluouglî ai thirugs wvere agaitist
theui. Ve often flid believersw~hom
God lias in mercy bereavcd, or strip-
ped of tlueir is, iiuakingr iL unanifest
that Lhey find, it very liard to fo)rgive
the Lord for wvhat hie lias doue. The
'Lord's ivays uiever su well please us

Pleasiiig God.


