THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, OR, UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE.
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i 11is crastares 2o lie weltering wn tlames,
3 torment world witliowt ond, But so

nanghe as-I can look upward, and seo the
I SMight sun in tho Girmament by day, and
specde maon and stars by night; so long as |
nd . &n look out upon this hoantiful world and
li\J ¢ a I'ather’s goodness walking iu luve
iendghd kindndss ; and so long ns I cqn look

aon o world of intelligonces smiling a .d
¥ ppy around me, and upon tho history off
¢ thousand years, all crying aloud that
igiod is good ;5 so lony will 1 cling to the
t@right hope, that. my Eather will deliver
{@rom overy sorrow ; for that'his grace is
Ruflicient for any and every emorgeney ;
nd so Jong will'T hold the doctrinu of end-
dess tormpents to e, what.it is pronounced
@y the united testimony of rouson, nnture,

snighind expenence, a figment of the vain im-
*miRacmation, destined hike some fitful meteor
*o1Bta alarm the world for a time, and thep yan-
e

‘Fish away, and,,
# Lilke tho beselees fubric of a vision,
Leave not a wreek behind

SALVATION BY FAITH.

8. “For what1f gome did ant beliove, shall thoit un-
T8 belief aalio the faith of God withaut effee1? Gol
¥ [rdid: yea, let Giod bu trae, but every mnzna Lare™
A Resmaug an. 8. 4.

S . The Doctrine of salvation by Jasus
Christ, is worthy the solemn considera}ion
B ofall men. It is this, that rendored o re-
¥ volation necessary. It is this, that kindlod
N i flamo of transport in celestial bosoms,
¥ and raised that triumphant song,, “ Glory

ang

cic@ to God in the, highest, on. oarth peace,

hofl good-will towards mer.”  Salvation isthe
& doctrine of the Bible, and ought ever to be

led the.themo of the pulpit. Salvation is the

14 oracloof hicaven, around which all deno-

i mipations assemble, receive their instruc-

tiens, and believe according to the forco of
evidence,

Prefaced with these remarks, we swill
now.proceed o state what we coneive to be
the Law and Gospel,—point out the dis-
:tinction between them, and defend tho
gospetdoctrine of. solvation by fuitho'

. Thelaw wasa conditional covenant be-
tween God and men. Itis perdicated on
works. Under this covenant, if a man
were strictly moral in his external deport-
ment, if ke lived up to its letleryheavas
considered righteous. This covenant was
imperfect, because it could be kept extetn-
ally without reaching the heart. They

came to Jesus, *All these things have I
llgopt, from my yonth up,” and still lack that
one great point, charily. Thercfore, by
the deeds of the,law no flesh could be
justificd in the sight of God. The law,

to do with cternal things.

* Paul says, “Sia is the transgression of
tho Jaw.”'— Where there is no'law there
" is not the knowledge of sin,” From this
- it appears. that sin, being a transgression
“.of that law, which was given us for the
* togulation of our-conduct in this life, can
reteive no punishmentia the future world.
If sin should be committed in the-future
- state, then in the future stats- it would: be
punished. The -same-argument will apply
" 40 our obedience 1o the law, which can re-

" thet world. *No-flesh shall ' bo justified

by tho deeds of theltw.” -4 Eternal life is
the gift of God.” 1f s, thon it cannotbe
wof works, Iest any mat should bonst.?”
' Ged, bejnginﬁpito’ in-wgdom, could-pot

could exclaim, like a young man wha

being temporary inits nature, had pothing’

ceive, for the'same rcason, no reward jin |

.

have falled to enact nlaw e perfeet, and
go-exactly adapted to the nature of man.
that chedience would reader him n rick
reward, and disodedience a condign pun-
ishment.  Tho wize mawr saye, that * the
righteous shall be recompensed in the
carth 5 mwac) more the wickedjand the sin-
ner.” )

Wo now turnto the spirit of the law,
“Po love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and thy neighbor as, thyself; is the
fulfilment of the Jaw; and if we aro not
to bo saved by the Jaw, then our -Jove lo
God and ench other cannot save us ; for
that is the-law. By whnt then are' wo to
basaved? Answer : by the Gospel, which
13 God’slovo manifested to his creatures.
'The conclusion then isy that wb are not to
be.eavod by our dove tu God, but by God’s
locgetous. ‘This, I preswme, no ono will
dispute. Ilere then wodiscern the differ-
enco betweon the law and the gospell—
i Gadls love is the cruse of salvation ; hu-
man love is the effect, « Hereln (says
Johin)is love ; not-that weloved God, but
that he Joved us,)?  “We love him deccause
he first loved us.” How many did he
loved IHoso loved tho world, who'were
doad ju trespasses end sins, that he feeely
detivered: up his-Son for:us oll,—he, by
the graco of God, {asted death for every
man. This is the gospellové that God
comrnendeth towards us, and the love that
will fiaally save us.

Many persunscontond that we mustlove’
God end docertam duties, or we cannot bo
savod. Thisis preaching ourselves. It is
preaching the lovo of man as the cause of
his salvation, instead of the love of God.
And,while thus preaching, {they will por-
; haps, at the same time, tell the s‘nper that
| God is his:cnemy. Rutwill the sinner’s
love ‘make God his friend 7 will it chuse.
his Oreator to love him? No; right the
roverse of this is the doctrine of Christ,
“ We love God because he first loved vs.”
If we deny God’s.first-love to.thoasinner,
we then-destroy the very cause by which
alonc the sinnet can be made to love God.
If wommake men believe that God is their
cnemy and hates them, then we use ail the
means io cur power to driverthem from the |
bosom of their Father,.and keep themin
durkness and sin.

‘Fhe sinner, in this situation, can never
be madé to serve God, only by beingdriv-
en to it by tarror, the same as some wretch-
ed-slgve is nadesto cower and submits in
fear and dread to some revengeful tyrvant.
-But-this is not the service God requirés.—
[To requires-a service which is delightful,
dnd‘in which:his creature: feels an abun-
dant yeward. W¢ grant, that men, under
the first covenant, ware called upon‘to fear
God. The:reason of this appoars obvious,
avhenwe' roficet that God-had covenarted
to bestow certain Dblessings upon. them,
providing thoy would do their dutr. Iy
‘they failed; then-he would-exeeute thetom-
-poral judgments upon thom, which the law
points-out, and threateny. ~Underthis cov-’
enant rfon-had just a5 much renson'to fear,
as they-were liableto transgress.it.--

But when 'an angel announced the dawn
of o Lotier covenant, He said, *“Fear o,
for bohdld Tbring you glad tidings of great
joy.** Inthisis nothing to be feared. All
the fear Yiesin the first, and thunders out
‘to every sinner, *Cursed ‘s every one
‘that continueth not in all things written in

{ We reply, that it isthe cause which pro-

in viow of tho sccond covouant, soys,
“'fiforo isno fearin love; bulperfeetlove
casteth out fear, hecause fear- hath tor+
ment.  Ho that feareth is not mado-perfoct

inlove.® Whe ffrst covanant is .founded
on’works, and. is conditional.; hut tho
seéond is founded on the immutable prom.
iz of God, and is unconditional, lIn thel
law, wo are commandédlo dé uccording to
the reasonablencss of its vdquirements, but
in'the gospel we ire oxhorted to delicve in
view of evidence and fact. Andes no
man can believe, or disbeliove what he
pleases, thorofore conditiuns nre oxcluded,

. What s the meaning.of Gospel 2 * It is
maod tidings of great joy. It is lifo and
immortality brought tolight at the appoar-
ingof our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ,
who has abolished death, by giving us tlin
assurance of a resurrection from corrup-
tion to incorruption and glory. It is news,
fn view of nows, what is the first thin
nécessary *  Auswer; beligf. Itis im-
possible to work news ; therofore jthe gas-
pol is not of works, _ In thelaw, the first
requirement is o do ; butin the gospel. the
first requirement is & believe. Tho law-
covenamt is thercfore temporary, fallible,
und uncertain; but the gospol-covenaat is
eternal, infallible, and, in all things, well
ordered and sure. The first restson the
thedience of the creature, but the second
on the promises of Jehovah. Paul, there-
fore, ealls 1t-a betler covenant, established
upon Jetter promises.

Perhaps some one may feel disposed to
-atk, whether fuith is all that is necossary 1

p

duces its effect.  Paul answers this ques-
tion, thus ; * We conclude that a man is
justified by faith-without tho deeds of the
Jaw. Do wo then make void the law
through faith 2 God forbid ; yes, we es-
tablish the law.”” Iere let the question be
asked, How do we establish the Taw by
faith?  Answer; Faith will have its |
perfect work.” But what i that perfeet.
work, whicly faith produces ¢ - Answer ;
Faith works love in the sou! ; andif we
love God, we will keep his commandments.
And faith, love, and kveping the command-
ments are the three exercises, that fotm the
Cliristian character. Fdith-is the founda-
Jtion; works arenot.  We cannot begin to.
build-on works, Instesd of bLeing thor

g | without faith in the

|

!

A EESTIThe e er
tdings, or nows, ard ybu satisfied that fath
13 tho first thipg negessary ? 1 prosume

& o
all denowminations wiil assent to the fact,
that faith is tho first ré]ifgious oxercise of
tho creature.  YWe shhll then oboy the

.command of the apodtle, and “cdutend:

darnostly for the fitith-once dolivered to tho
saints.”? _

But, asks the rondérs, what matter is it
whicli is first in ordory whether lote, faith,
or works 2 Lroply, that itis a matter.of
vast importance ; and without understand-
ing this fact, we cannat, coma to the know-
leﬁgo of'tho truth, ovén though we should
be evdr learning.  1ftheso thres Christian
graces, faith, love;nud works, arq preach-
ed in o confused, and mixed mamyer, we
conuot arrive at a true unaerstanding-of u
sospel salvation, neithior can wo tell the

ifferonce betiveen law and gospol. The
Taw i3 of works, and the ‘gospel is of faith.
And no man can fulfil the spirit of tho law
gospel.  When the
sinner exercises faith in tho love and good-
ness of Gud in freoly giving him eternal
life, which infinitely traunconds all othen
blessings, that moment.faith wbrks love in
hig heart, and causes ham to rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of giory. He
then loves God because: God first loved
him. Amd when the sibner loves God, o
is passed from.death unto life, and tha
love is tl.e fulfilment of tie law.

We are now led to see the cons'stency
of fa th being the firststop. It isthe very
causc that produces love to God; and love
induces us to keep the commaudments.
“Faith works by love,” and “1#ye love
me,” says Jesus, © yo,will deep my com,
mandments.” '

We will introduce an oxample, which
will plainly show the distincticn between
the law and.the gospe), and in what munner
they affect the'smmer.  Suppose a king to

.sensence six of his subjects to imprison-

ment during life, and to command them to
spend their- days in hard lnbor. ‘They
are put in confinement, refuse to abey-his
commands, refuse to labor, and, in° the
mitst of their miseries; corse his name
They are now in disobedience under the
condemoation of the law,

The king says to his only son, I love
those subject:, and I covénant with you 8
set them free i~ ‘hree years. Thesun say,

first, they are tie last Christian grace.— Father, I dolight to dothy-will. Let the *
‘They are the visible c¢flects of an inward, ; go and revenl to.them.the glad tidings of -
Jiving-fuith, | tis covenant promise. .The kinganswers
Fauh, and fasth only, is the seed rooted | My sun, in the fillness of t'me [ will send
and grounded in the trath, and, to use a ,you. ‘Let them remnim, onc year, under
Bible figure, it becometh a tree, and pro- the law. But, says-théson, thev ave now
duces all tho-fruits of “the-spirit,—love, joy, ‘transgressing vour law,.and-need.instruc:
meekness, temperance, long-sufiermg, for~ jtion.  The Kk ng replies, I will send my
‘bearance. This- s avhat the apostle calls servant o inforce that law. T.et him gn
« the righteousncss of faith,” in contradis- land intorm the prisoners, thatl am angry
tinction to ¢ the righteousness of the luw,” *with them for their . conduct ; pud ifthey
produced by fear. ~ Paul compares faith to , will obey amy commands, and labor faith-
‘n good olize-trec. 'I'he Jews, through un-  {ully, they shall liave excellent foorf and
helef, wore broken off. and.thou (tue tien-  good clothing ns a-reward. ~But if they
tile) stapdest by faith.”  Jesus says, ¢ 11 will not comply, they shall-be chisined;.ant

‘iclaw todo them??  But Johs, speaking

ve have faith as a grin of mustard-seed,
ye shall say unto this mountain. remove |
hence to yonder place; and it shiall remove.’
Here, in parable, faith is yepresented as |
removing mountans of <in, e furthert
says, #Thy faith hathrmade thes-whoir **;
not thy works, Paul. exclaims,*¢ Faith
works by love, pursilics,the .heart,,. and
overcomes theworld.”  John says, “ And
this is the victory that ,overcometh the
world-even our faith.” ‘

It -is a certain fact, that none ofthese
salutary effects are ascribed to human
.warks. * The ppostels in.no instance say,
that weorks purifly twe-heart, or overcome
the: world,—or that this iz -the victary, -cvens
your aorks.~ The whole is -ascribed w0
Faithy because, that is-the living--tree on
which the good fruis grow. Works are.
in Scripture, -called fruits.  “By theis
fruits yo-shall know them ;' thatisby-their:
oz © A Jgood tree cannotavring. forth
evil frigi” Lo -carry-out this-figure, we
svopld remark, that the fruit can hgve no
‘existance till the trec is first’ produced.
Therefore, in n gospel sense; no “gooil:
worky, vceeplable vy God, can:baproduced.
without a-trug and livipg faith;  ‘Lho,opes.
tle-declares, “Withoat faith jt is impdssible

kept on bread and waler, as.a;punishmens
for tieir disobedience, ¢

The serwant gass.and delivers, to them
this message. “Toree of thosq subjects,
for fear ofthe pumnstnent andin kope of
he veward, abeyed e king, and outward

Hiy-regpect s commands, butperbapshave
{ titde ox no love for bim, [Hers we.see
jthe T

ightegusness of the law, waichis not
- Y, L N O T
acceptable to God.] They aceprdingly re-
ceive, day by day, the profysedreward.
But the othiet-throa prisonors despise these
conditions.and refuse to-obey.  Tuey are

j chained, fod on bread-and water, and mee.

theirdpscrts.

. Hore,. ten, aresix prisoners Inborieg -
under the law, and grouning in honoage.
with no hopes-of' dcliverance. The lav
Tnows ofny, 'deliverknce, no redempt ou.
Jtsimply servesas.a schoolmaster, totdach |
e the  diffpcenco, between | Mgt and
wro.g,~— lo teach them v e \'\'ﬁl'ol“ih'c king,
ahd thbs-prepare” them o rectived belte-
covaneAgywhichis o0be e rehiod to them
by:thediing's:sowe -But u.der,.trecoven
aut they roy -are, they have Lo motives to
pragipt “him to'cbedience, but 176 Tdr of
punishmdet-and Alie hope of vdward Ia

L to pleasp Gpﬁ."" The gospel be'ng ool

’

ouwr rext, this wil ta Tolly dldstntel, . o
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