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fear -of the slave-dealer. The ether is inhabited by the vast -multitudes of
a great and civillzed. nation, Whose tradition forais an unbrolcen record
from the time of.Abrahamn, whose ]iteraxy activity, searcely later in origin,
la without end-a nation possessed of the grandest moral teaching, apart

from rev'e1ation, which the -world bas ever seen-a nation which has en-

gulfed without sign monre than a score 0f dynasties, native and foreign,
and bas coine to regard ai otiier peoples as but modern, barbarian, and
tributary. lu China the Christian missionarv finds hiaiseif assailed not by
the flerce war cry of fauatical superstition, but by the wiearv sigh of hope-
less pessiiin I; finds bis work w lie not in a taugled swvainp of grosa;
paganisai, but in a dry desert of blank indifference.

China, however, not Unly preselits a, strxking contrast to Africa as re-
gards its religions state, but aise offers to modern Chiristendom a terrible

objeet-lesson as regards its religlious history. In the glorious sunlighit cf

t G iospel, China, se far as its national, religous " in prt scn
cemned, looms before the -%orld of mnen as the moon before the earth-a
'warningr and a portent ; retaining, petrified, as it were, its ancient religious
form, ivitl ail phas<r' cf real religious txistence behind it, -witilout radial)t
light outward, without spirit cf life within.

In these days--whem, in practice, the fact cf the providence cf God is

ceasing te bc reeognized as essential te the governancc cf Ilis world;
wheny in thought, the doctrine cf the fali cf huxnanity iq beingr rel.acedl
by a theory cf the etolution, cf religion ; v;hei, iu cthies, the lore of God
as a sprimg cf action la being set on one side in favor cf a social altruism;

when, in religion, a trust in the grace cf God which brings salvation is

being superseded by a belief in a tendeney cf human nature %v' ieh niake
for righteousness ; in these days, and in regard toecach cf these points, a

weighty lesson la effered by the religious history cf China.
if thai, history showvs oue thing more plainly than another, ;ithefi

fact, net cf the evolution cf religion, but cf the naltural inclination of the
human hieart, when ]eft to itseif, to introduce its own inventions in place
cf the service cf God, and to separate itself further and further frrn Mlin
ln a process cf spiritual decay and deatli. For that reverence due to the
Suprenie Rluler cf the universe whicli had been brouglit l'y their fore-
fathers fromi the West, the Chines substituted wcorsllip of spirits and cf
the powers cf hoave-m and earth, ana se, losing sight cof God, camne te give
thienselves into actual servitude, as at this day, te the suppesed influence,-
of the pureh- mateti-a! cbjects cf nature.* So, aise, :npae fsviet

Gc«hY put duty wo 'rian, and thus, losing knoii iedge cf binilizg moral
sanction, came at thIc t Io regard even duty to nian as a inatter of mare

ntillty ida Ccfeiency. Hecec the maSS cf flic People were left to fall au
easy prey te ldolatry ; ana ame w-day, haera our cslyin- bound iu

ln lbe U3,1c Of ge9MOac npl-a Undcr l titlc fèr-4bnI" HUTcraly (the lnnucnc oo)
wimd nd waic.


