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wng resuits of this cenitury liuve been wrioughit during its last third, or file
lift ýtinie of the generation now living. Titis World's Conference is siniply the
church coriifg togetiier at the Ant.iochi of the Occident to hear those whiom
the Holy Ghost lias chosen and the chureh, has separated unto this work,
rehearse ail that God lias clone with theni, and how Hie lias opened the door
of faith vnto the Gentiles. Whio dares to say, in the light of niodern mis-
sions, that the days of supernatural wvorking are passed? So fa', as inprim-
itive days, the disciples have gone forth and preachied everywhere, it hias
sti11 been true that the Lord lias wroughit %vith and conlirmed the Word wvitli
,sins following-sigfls k i"niistahable and unrnistakiably supernatura.. Doors
have been opened, within fifty years, tlîat no human, powver could hiave un-
barred. The inighty nioving of God can be traced back throughi the centîî-
ries, long since giving Protestant England a fuotliold. ia the very criticai,
pirotai center of Oriental empires and religions. The necessity of protecting
lier Indian possessions, of keeping open the Uine of communications be-
tween London and Calcutta, determined the attitude of every nation alon-
the water highway. Then froin beyond the Pacifie another nig-hty, puissant
people, the offspring of Protestant Britain, rnoved forward thirty years ago
to turn the extrenie eastern wing of the enen:.y wvliile Brit«iin Nvas piercing
-and holding the centeî'. Commodore Perry knocked at the sea gates of
Japan, and in the naine of a Christian Republiu denmanded entrance. Rusty
boîts thiat hiad not been drawn for more L ian two centuries were flung baclc
and the two-leaved doors of brass w'ere openied to the commerce of the world.
Rapid lias been the progress of tlic march of God. Japan unsealed hier gates
in 185i4. Fromi that time not a year has passed without some mighty onwvard
miovenient or stupondous development. In 1856 the great breaèh wvas nmade
in thec Chinese wall, and by the treaty of Tientsin one-third of the human
race were made accessible to Christian nations, and, as Dr. Gracey says, that
wide door -was opened, not by tlic vermilion pencils of the Emperor, but by
thedecrce of the Eternal. The sanie year, 1856, also sawv signed and sealcd tlie
Hatti Sherif in Turkrey, by whicil the Sultan, at lcast in form, announced the
era of toleration. The next year the niutiny in India changed the w'hole
attitude of the East India Company towards missions, and prepared tlic way
for the surrender of its charter to, the Crown of England.

Let us léap the cliasmi of tiventy years anti note fthe progress of eventes on
the Dark Continent. In 1S71 Stanley pierced the jungle to find the heroie
Livingstone. In 1873 Livingstone died near Lake Baîîgweolo; in 1874 Stan-
loy undertooli to explore equatorial Af -;-a; in 1877 at ter a thousand days,
hie emerged at the nmouth of the Congo. At once England took up ftic worlz
of following the steps of the explorer with the march of the missionary, and
now, ten years Liter, tlic missions of tlic great lakes in the east, and those of
the Congo basin at the wesf, are stretching hu'.ndb f o linkà% east and Nvest tu-
gether. Give us ten years m-ore and Krapf's pî'ophecy will be fulfilled: "A
chain of mîissions wvill cross the continent." In 1884, fifteen nations, called
together by King Leopold and presided over by Bisnmarck, met in Berlin to
laytfli basis of the Congo Free State ; and in that counicil flot oaly Protest-
ant, but Greek, Papal, and Mosîi powers joinedi1

Such are sonie of thec great providential signs of a supernatural presence
and power. \Vhat shaîl be said of the gr-acious transformations that have
displacer1 cannibal ovens by a thousand Chirîitian chuirches in Polynesia;
thatreared Metiakalitia in Britishi Columbia; Mhat rmade Madagascar the
crown of the London Missionary Society; thiat turned Sierra' Leone into a
Christian state; that -wroughit mighitily %vith Eans Egede in Greenland,

1888.]


