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mg results of this century huve been wrought during its last third, or the
litztime of the generation now living. This World's Conference is simply the
church coming together at the Antioch of the Occideat to hear those whom
the Holy Ghost has chosen and the church has separated unto this work,
rehearse all that God has done with them, and how He has opened the door
of faith unto the Gentiles. Who dares to say, in the light of modern mis-
sions, that the days of supernatural working are passed? So far,asin prim-
itive days, the disciples have gone forth and preached everywhere, it has
still been true that the Lord has wrought with and confirmed the Word with
signs following—signs « nmistakable and unmistakably supernatura.. Doors
have been opened, within fifty years, that no human power could bave un-
barred. The mighty moving of God can be traced back through the centu-
ries, long since giving Protestant England a foothold in the very eritical,
pivotal center of Oriental empires and religions. The necessity of protecting
her Indian possessions, of keeping open the line of communications be-
tween London and Calcutta, determined the attitude of every nation along
the water highway. Then from beyond the Pacific ano*her mighty, puissant
people, the offspring of Protestant Britain, moved forward thirty years ago
to turn the extreme eastern wing of the enemy while Britain was piercing
and holding the center, Commodore Perry knocked at the sea gates of
Japan, and in the name of a Chvistian Republic demanded entrance. Rusty
bolts that had not been drawn for niore than two centuries were flung back
and the two-leaved doors of brass were opened to the commerce of the world,
Rapid has been the progress of the march of God. Japan unsealed her gates
in 1834, From that time not a year has passed without some mighty onward
movement or stupendous development. In 1856 the great breach was made
in the Chinese wall, and by the treaty of Tientsin one-third of the human
race were made accessible to Christian nations, and, as Dr. Gracey says, that
wide door was opened, not by the vermilion pencils of the Emperor, but by
thedecree of the Eternal. The same year, 1836. also saw signed and sealed the
Hatti Sherif in Turkey, by which the Sultan, at least in form, announced the
era of toleration. The next year the mutiny in India changed the whole
attitude of the East India Company towards missions, and prepared the way
for the surrender of its charter to the Crown of England.

Let us leap the chasm of twenty years and note the progress of events on
the Dark Continent. In 1S71 Stanley pierced the jungle to find the heroic
Livingstone, In 1878 Livingstone died near Lake Bangweolo; in 1874 Stan-
ley undertook to explore equatorial Af ca; in 1877, after a thousand days,
heemerged at the mouth of the Congo. At once England took up the work
of following the steps of the explorer with the march of the missionary, and
now, ten years liter, the missions of the great lalkes in the east, and those of
the Congo basin at the west, are stretching hands to link east and west to-
gether. Give us ten years more and Krap{'s prophecy will be fulfilled : ¢ A
chain of missions will cross the continent.” In 1884, fiftcen nations, called
together by King Leopold and presided over by Bismarck, met in Berlin to
lay the basis of the Congo Free State ; and in that couuncil not ouly Protest-
ant, but Greek, Papal, and Moslem powers joined !

Such are some of the great providential signs of a supernatural presence
and power. ‘What shall be said of the gracious transformations that have
displaced cannibal ovens by a thousand Christian churches 1 Polynesia;
that veared Metlakahtla in British Columbia; that made Madagascar the
crown of the London Missionary Society ; that turned Sierra Leone into a
Christian state; that wrought mightily with Hans Egede in Greenland,




