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I give the followviig at-cotnt of a sacred festival, substantially as re-
eeived from. o11 of the xnost intelligent native pastors f rom this clan:

The Mopghia nation is divided into two parts, utîder two priests.
Each division had a bereditary priesthood before the Gospel reached them.
The full number of priestsa was four, of whom, the eldest was higli priest.

If any one of the priesthood.should die, bis place was filleti as follows :
The eiders of the people assembleti to determine to, whom the office cf t,
vacant belongod by riglit of inheritance. Thoso who had marriod into
other tribes wero considerod as woll as those, who had not. Wlien it wvas
decided who was ontitleti to the vacant office, the elders prepared earrings,
a head-band of silver to go over the forehead, a Karen tunie, and a sword
as richly made as they could command. Thon a committee of the elders
was chosen, who took the articles to tho neighborhood of the bouse where
the candidate for the priosthood livod. One thon goos forward to sue if
hie is at home. If so, they surround his bouse, and one takes the articles
pre-pared and casts themn down bofore him, and hie is, wliether lie will or
not, hienceforth the priest of the people. If hoe is unwilling to bocoine
priest lie xnay, if forewarnod, escape ; but Nvhen once the prepared articles
of bis priesthood fali before him thoero is no escape.

If hoe is ilot at homo the commnittoo propare to give hlmn a surprise.
Sometimes one of their numbor Iides liimsolf in the roof of the catifi-
date's bouse, and wlbon lie roturns, the preparod regalia of bis office fail
suddonly from the roof at bis foot, and lio is cauglit.

Once in threo yoars a groat feast is lielti by this people. The eIders
appoint the time for this feast, and send niessengers to ail the surrouniigý
tribes, to notify tbemn of tbo fact. If, after this notification is sont and
the roads are closed, a,,ny one ventures to enter the country ruled by a
priost, it is countod lawful to put hlm to doath or muelit any othor penalty
the eiders may docidc upon.

A place is now selectod for holding the meeting at some distance from
any village in the jungle. It mnust bave a large troc standing in the mid-
dle of it. A smnail bamboo biouse is erocted near the foot of the troc. The
villagrers; also build bociths from the branches of trocs about the cleariwg,
whicm thley ocecupy. No womon aro allowol within the clearing, but they
mnay stand on the hilis about and watchi the proceedings if they like tu
do so.

The young mon go to the forost and select a bamboo, on,- for ecdi vil-
lage. It must be tic tallost and most beautiful onc that can be found.
Great caro is bestowod on its scioction. Wh"Ion found, it is careftully cut
and borne on the shoulders of fiftoon or twoenty mon, so -is not Wo receivo
the slighitest bruiso, to tic clearing alroady montioned, and placed near the
great troc. These are thon crected about tie troc with slioutiugÏ anti danc-
ing.

Mcanwvhile a great basket is wovon by somne one of the eiders. The
weavin.z of tho basket is a hereditary office. This is placcd at tie foot of


