
- - - - - -

1SSU.) THE MIISSION AND COMMISSION OP THE CHURCII.

mi8sioned us to go everywliere and preach i s gospel, anîd Icave te him
te lyork luis wailders iwhcn, and iwlieee, and a3u li0 will? Wliat if
our work be simply to obey bis last comnad-to scatter broadcast,
ajud in every field, the seed of the Word; nay, everywhere to bury our-
Felves as the good seed of the kingdemn, content, if se hoi wills, to die
lind se bring forth fruit whien ive can ne longer se it ? Whiat if, even
il, this ",;ev.ingelist,;- era," tIec durch is stili nkn the strange mis-
take of net yet planning and preptiring for tlîat. world.wýide occupation
wiçh lie enjoined nearly tw'e millenniums ago ?

It is not enough te work, or even te work for God and for souls.
Orily ihen we work under lis directionu, and as hie directs,9 de reward

and lesingcorne. Nover n'as mission or commission more clear and
emiphatic : "11Go ye ijute ail the world and preach the gospel te every
ecaturo.-" "This gospel miust flrst be preaclied iii aIl the world for a
ivitness among ail nations; and thon shall the end corne." fiewhI, lu
biis impatience at the "ni iserable contracting lines of pessimism,-" says
"éthere is no Ilpreaching the gospel as a witness,' here," surely iorgets
that these are tie very words iii which our Lord limiiself anneuinces and
defines the work of the present dispensaticn.

There may be disappointment, even te a disciple, wvlienevcr his ex-
pectation is based uponan unseriptural foundatioii. Oir wish is oftcn
father, net only to our thought but te our hope. Witliin tlîe limits of
our instructions must we filnd the entire territory cf our assured e--pect-
ancy. Wlien hope plants lier foot uponl the promises of God, lier
standinig-place is firmer than the eternal hiils; and whien shie plumes
lier wingys with the promIses, thiere is ne limit te lier upward fliglit.
But onily those expectations ripen jute frui;oni wvhich spring from some
seed of bis word.

VI. The, l4nbts of oui- COI,>lindssionb Set the li7lbd#1S Of tke Spir-it's
blessi7bo

Only in the way cf perfect obedience can be found perfect blessed-
ness. Tue Spirit of God is the Spirit cf love, joy, peace, and poer,
If we find that we lack confidence and courage in God, contentment;
in cuir work, passion for seuls, and miction in ouî message, it xnay be
well te ask, are we lu tlie way of duty ? God batlh given thie, loly
Ghlost 16te them tlîat obey him.'l To those who "love him and
"ikeep his uvords " Christ lias premised tlîat mysterieus inwzard revela-
tien of his persouual. indwebhing. It cauinet bo a mattor cf little con-
sequence te get a clear, f ulU, exact apprehensien cf just what our Lord
would have us te do.

Botlu the tcachîing cf thue Word and the testimony cf the ages unite
ini this great besson te the dhurci : that eîuîy se far and se fast as the
wvorking force is dispersed over the -%vhole field," and the gospel is wvit-
inessed unto every nation and every creature, will the bast and greate.at
Pentecest cf history be fully roalizcd. The primary question is not.


