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Prince Albert Towan and District.

The following letter, written by oae of the
Maine delegates who visited Western Canuda
last smmer, gives the writer’s impressions of
the Prince Albert district. The letter appear-
ed first in the Auburn, Me., Gazelte:—

“The first thing that impresses us with tins
village is the New England.like appearance of
everything. It is beautifully situated on the
south bank of the North Saskatclewan, on a
jovel plain ruoniog back perhaps half a mile,
after which the {and rises in terracos. Back
there in the high grouod the large police bar.
racks looms up, looking larger than it really is,
while the Union Juck floats serenely from the
lofty flag atafl.

It is evening, and the bank, post oftice, and
stores are closed, so we take 2 walk ont and
enjoy the fine, cool air. (Ve ave on the 53rd
parzlle}, no latitnde, and the North Star, the
prairie traveller's gaide, shines with more thaa
usual lastre. It is not cold though here, even
if it is seven huadred miles further north than
Portland, Maine. Sittiag down on the grassy
backs of the calmly flowing Saskatchewan, we
look over its waters and ses the forest growing
down zo the shore. How far would you have
to travel in a direct line nothwest from the
other side of the river before you would freeze
to death? No onc asswered the question but
the Venerabls Archdeacon McKay cawme along
and advanced some very interesting informa-
gion. ** About 250 miles north of here,” he
said * the Churchill river flows paraliel with
the Saskatchewan.” We knew the Saskatche-
wan ran parallel with the American boondary
line 300 miles aouth of us, so we began to opzo
our cyes as to the extent of the country.

*‘Butthat isnot all, foc” continued the clergy-
maz, *‘I know a Catholic missionery who runs
a schoul $00 miles to the north of here.”

“*And does anything grow in thatcountry
**0Oh, yes, I wasatationed you see 250 miles from
here and my wheat crop never failed me for
2even consecutive years.”

The next morning we took a buckboard and
behind a pair of fleet bronchos drove down the
Saskatchewan valley oo a trail abont 50 milee.
What a glorious country ! QOae could not but
think as he sped along through this very garden
of the gods, that if the people of the ovtside
world, or oven the farmers of rocky old New
England, could but get one glimpse of the
scene spread out before ns, there wonld be a
grand rush for the favored conntry such as has
wover been recorded in the history of any part
of any coantry. If the crowded denizens of
Bostonand New York, to 2ay nothingof Earo-
pean cities, could getone breath of this health
giving alr it would brighten their very souls.

Tho farmers around Prince Albert are very
prosperous and why shoald they not bs?
Their yoang catllc and horses cav roam at
large all winter withont the trouble of even
being fed or watered. There is plenty of
nataral hay, freo as the air itself. Oats,
wheat, barley, and in fact, all grains grownin
Now Enzland, flomish, and the market isal-
waya good for everything the farmer maiecs.’

The price of beefund the beef itself which it
costs nothing more than a song to raise, is the
fineat grasa fed beef in the world, and commauds
the Iargest prices in the London markets. It
scils readily in the ranch for fron §3 to $4 per
hundred live weight, a good three year old
steer being worth about §60. The inhabitants
of Prince Albert are as fine a class of psople as
you ever met. ‘T'hey came here mostly before
the railroad in old Hudson By times, when
the Red River cacts carried their supplies over.
land from S% Paul, Mino., over a thoussnd
miles distant.

Speaking of the Pricce Albert district.
There is a luxuriant growth of vegetation all
over the surronading country. The goil isdeep
and fertilo and there is an abundance of good
water and rleaty of timber for fuel and baild.
ing purposes. The impression has gone abroad
somehow that the farther sorth you go the
more rigorous the cliwate. But it iy not so
with the Prince Albert district, as the climate
really is more equitable than oa the southern
plaine. There are never any blizzards, cyclones
or hail storms or any atmospheric commotinns
that the country south suffers from. Its geo.
graphical position, too, is the very best, as the
Soo road from Minneapolis and St. Faul and
the Manitoba and Northwestern which is now
at Yorkton witnin 200 miles, is pledged to be
built before '93. And then again it is the
nearest point to the line which iv to be built to
Hudron Bay, thos making a short route for the
transportaticn of wheat to Liverpool. A new
goveronzent building to be buils at Pdnce Al-
beit next summer, and onside of being a great”
distributing point ; it is bound 1o be the capital
of Saskatchewan, which, although yet nothiag
but a territory, will be soon knocking at the
gates of the Dominion capital for permission to
enter the Coafederation. It would not be ex-
aggerating in the least to call Prince Albert
the coming city of the Northwest. Along the
line of the survey from Prince Albert 1o York-
ton, the terminus of the Manitoba and North
western, lies tens of thonsands of fertile home.
steads,

Juat thiok of it, 160 acres of timber, ploogh
snd mesdow land free to all who will avail
themselves of the oppartunity.  If the farmers
of New Eggland who arc pot well located
would take up with the magnaoimons offer
made by the Canadian government and work
as hard here for tea years as they have in New
Eaglaad, they might retire with plenty of ¢-sh
for the rest of their nataral livea. If your
homestead is not large cnongh yon can
always find pleaty of railroad land near by
at prices rasging from three to four dollars
per scre. Under the present law home-
stead duoties may be performed 2z foliows:
“ Fiiteen acres at least must be caltivated
duriog the three years, and the scttler mast
live on his property at lcast sir moaths each
year-7'

Itis wonderfal, the interest taken by the
farmers of the United States, ia the zgricaltur.
al prospects of the Northwest. Ervery tmaio
trings delegates from tho States, who come to
look over the country and report to their
friends the true condition of affairs. o one
Ps -ty 1 saw thirty-seven Vermonters, among
whom was S. B. Waite, clesk of Laymond

country, aud a popular youag newspaper man,
then there were deolegates from Michigan,
Iowa, Dakot:, Nebraska, Mountana, in town at
thesame time. They were all of one opinion
that the soil of this vest and alinost untenanted
country caunot be excelled on the contineat
and that the offer of free homesteads by the
Cauadian government is one thatin a few years
will only be knowa in the memories of the
past.

Notes.
The water in the Saskatchewan River is very
losw.

A large eagle was shot at Jackfish Lake
recently.

The Onion Lake Indians have received their
treaty money.

A large amount of plowing has been done in
the Red Deer Hill district.

Tie Indiaos of Battleford have received their
annuities and returned to their reserves. Every
year sees them Jmaking a better use of theic
money, by spending it on useful instead of fancy
articles. About four thousand dollars were
paid out here.

“The viiit of the Michigan delegates to the
Saskatchewan has attracted the attention of
the Indians, and they put their own interpre-
tatiop upon the ‘invasion,’” says the Battle-
ford sffcrald. *‘Ia talking over the matter tho
other day with an Indian who had spant some
time in Montana he said, with a smile of
euperior istelligence beamiag over his counten-
ance, ‘Yankee no good to work on farm; he
1o wan! farm: hec want to sell all the Cree
country, and if he like it, he take it all, him.
Ylenty guas, plenty horses'—pointing over his
shoulder in a way that indicated the south.”

Battleford JHerald :  **All the country south
of the Eagle Hills is burned, and every night
the reflection of a fire may been scen far away
o the south-cast—most likely ia the timber oo
the hills.  The fire ran northward throogh the
hills pear the Swift Carrent trail, destroying -
quantity of hay in its conrse. H. A. Head and
Gid Jackson are the heaviestlosers, having lost
acarly all they had. A tonogue of the fire ran
uorthward, passing to the cast of Poundmaker’s-
reserve, and stoppiog near Battle river, with.
oat doiog scrions damage except to the timber
inits course. Yesterdsy afternoon a north-
et wind set in and drove back the fires that
were working in the woods on the outside of
the hills and thretening the settlements.”

A REPoXT hes been incirculation lately to the
cffect that the British Governmentintead with-
drawing the Imperial troops from Ganada.

Two Japancse boys, brothers, arrived in
Winnipeg lately on their way to a farm near
Maricapolis, Manitobs, where they intend to
1cam farming.

Ono day the children were hsving an cbject
leszon on tho blac heton.  Theteachercalledat-
tealion to thasmalltail, sayiog:, “Thoe bird bas-
no tail to speak of.” Next day sho asked tae
acholars to writo a description of the bird, and
a little girl wonnd up by saying: *The blue
heron has a fail, but it must oot be talked
about.”



