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te ifts groiig power. Tlie clevafioiio et fi niddle
classes %votild be fooîid a sure cure for thits iionstrosity.
'1'li idea ditf if is a1 iecessity is erronleoiîs, flit
resuit et lizbit,al)d enl1y3iiccds fliclise of will or icasonl
te prove ifs fallacy.

wVlen this is acconîpflsled and îîot ilîxtil tOsesî,
will flic press be wtîat it %vis intemîded te be, and
wlint it slieîld be, flue gramideet acliievemuieît of flic
lOfli ceîifury.

A CRITICISM.

IT iiay be flieuglif very presumuiptueuls te OfTer any
adverse criticisins on aL production of flic immioitail
Bard of Aven ; but sf111 it is possible fiat flie dramiaf-
iat inny have shared in the commons infirinity simd
imperfection of humis nature. IL is ou1 flua sujpesi-
tion hiat flic rcmarks wvhicl i i s dcsigiied te preseuit,
will be bfsed. The particiil.,r portion eft lic, %vorks
of flic Peet whiidh will be here conssidered is an
"Interlude " in ftic play of flic Micisumnmer Nighif's

Drei," inînely, fliat of which Pyrainus and Thisbe
arc flic subjeef. It was to the" Metaumorpioaes " ef
Ovid that Shankcspeare wns indcbted for fthc sfory,
n, story ef whicbs, as ive shahl sec, lic madle se singuTt-
lar a use. According te the Rlomn Peef, Pyrnmnlus
and llîisbc iverc levers, ivlîo dwelt iii contfignous
bouses, witli a dividisig wall censmoî to bath. In tlîis
wall fliere -,IE;s a sliglit fissure, iiihîîown te ill but flic
levers, Il Quid non sentit amr P" or, as if is trans-
lafed by Ring iii bis admirable nîictrical and peetical
rcnderiiig, IlTlie cyca of love are quick te sec."

Tlîro' flua fissure flic le-vers converscd, but secretly;
because flicir crtici or prudent parentfs dis-ipprovcd of
their iufisrncy. Il Tlîe course otf true love neyer did
run sinoefb." )?yramnus sud Tlîisbc souglit a lcss
reEîfricfed infercourse and contrived a freer interview.
They agrecd te ineet, uuknewn te flîcir gixardians, by
i-noen-ligbt, flic tiwm sacrcd te levers, -at fltern et o
Nisus, rieat Nçliicli vert a imilberry troc and a fonufanin.
Tliisbe was enihlicat at flic frysting place, linviîîg
suceessfully chided lier gîîa.rdls. Thec first objcct sloc
saw wvas a ioneas, consuliî froui a1 rccent sh:ugtclrrl,
and iil blocly moufli seking to quench lier timirst
at flic well known and welcoe spriiig. Tliisbe flcd
iii terrer te a uieigiboring cave, lesvingy iii lier baste
lier encunberiug mnule. The lion cas 1)iaviug. s-iisfîedl
lier dusircs, saw Ilic mnule, and in lieafflong wvanfon-
miess rent if wifl' lier siîsaiiî<'uied jawiis, and pisscd
.nfoe ftret .

Pyramus now reaelued ftic spot and behieki the torii
and bloed-staiucdl robe. Stunxec snd mnddcuied by
flic sight, lie in luis haste aud bewildernemît concludcd
tînt Tlîisbc 1usd bers killel -sud devoured Il' wild
beasts. Iu ]lis (,rief andi ngeny lic resolvcd imot te
ouflive fthc objcet lubs -iffections and wership, and
timus raslyl plunigeci flic sword lic carried inte ]lis
brest.

As soon as 'fhisbe siipposCd tlic danger to whliclî
silo hld bceei Cspesed, pasf, silo loft lier place ef
concenlment te nîlcet lier lover. Silo round huîni
streced upen flic ground wvcltering in bis oiwn bloed
frei a inorfal wouind. The sighft overiwhelunecl lier
ii miscry and despair. WVith truc instinct diviingç
the cause of lier Iever's dcatlî, silc seized the sword

,tIyrainus reeldng %itlî bis blood, and plunged it
imte lier bosons. 'rhts the atiection and fidclity of
tic lovera ivere senled ii the lift bloed of ecd.

Thc story, as told by Ovid, is niarked by ail tic
tenderneas ami grnce, of %vlih lie is Uhichcnowlcdged
and ivell nigli înrivaUled inaster, and is mcist affecting
!in ail its details; fcwi of flic auciemit lceends are as
incll se. But the greaf draniatist, mu appropriating
it te his owni lise in Uic play advertcd to, changes ifs
elnracter thilihout n'id transformas it infto low
burlesque. WVc iould not have expectcd sucli a
Metinerphosis; but poèts anid draînatists are a class
bv tliemsclves, wvho live lix a wvorld of tlheir owmi, auid
%who sec Uîings with ecs diffcrciît frein tiiese of
Ordinary mnOrtaiýs.

Anothcr explanation L possible. It bas been
judgcd eceessai3y by crmnatists f0 asseciafe ini tic
alue play, the sad aiîd stitely trngcdy, iviththeli liglît
amduimerry farce, in order f0 1lùrnisli inaffer suiteil te
Uic varicd tristes of the fi nuenters of the theafx-e.
Thcy mumst give tlicir regards to tlic pit no.iess thiaïs
to thec privafe boxes. Thjis will nccotint for the prCs-
cîîce of amn Interlude; but still it scma strange tlîat tlic
poet sliould have invadcd a, region so liallowecl by
tender and faitiful love for sueli a purpose, when flic
whie world vas ever open te, bis brond snirvey, froin

ihich te coîmnand uaferials -adupted te bis purpose.
Shiakespeare pessessed ma cvelous powvers cf observa-
tion and delineatiomi, -%vith a knowlcdge or humais
nature ivbici bias male lus works the wondpr and
admiration of ail succc-ding generations; but bore
niiny will flîiîk lie has failed. Ilc nt't only dees flic

rudst.vilene e or ympathies anmd feelings, but
lie (lots so nt tlic expense of lionesty; lie iitroduces
litto the story a nuimnber of ludicrous incidents,
for %vhiclî there ia uicithier warranît ner excuse;

l loiier soinetimies iiots," and it vas possible,
it wouidd scem, for Shakespeare te do flic anme.

In flic legend, as given by flic Roni peet, flîcre
is notliing abouit 1, kissing fthc lole in the ivail," as
sonse low clown is made by flic Praniafist to express
!îirnself. A literai translation of tlic words cf Oviid
%voul be i i mtricail phrase,

«I Ald enImi1ty kisse gave on eitlicr sidc,
Hisses t idt never inet.-

1 have net tlic origrinal flt banal ind cannot there-
fore furnish tlîc " ipssissimia vcrba et oflice Roman
poet, for uînforturntely, tf l " Mctanorp)liosis," as
a %vioic, is difficuit fo ebtain, Our chassical purists
linvîng Libooed flii work in ifs imîfcgrity as untit for
genera liuse, aîîd ffivcs uis in ifs sfead, tlieir most


