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pised. Who cati live on more promises? asks the carnai mind. Who cati
subsist on joys drawn from objece that cannot be seen ? Give us sometbing
more tangible, for our bappiness and hope, demand the children of this world.
Tlîus they slighit the unseen rfchies of the skies, and pursue ivith ail thecir
heart the treasures of earth. In tliis they despise their birthrighit.

(2) The birthright of' offered mercy may be sold. IWo have beforo remarked
that no man can take it from another; but, reader, you nmay give it away
yourself. You may part with it by an act of your own wvill. It is given you
by God, and lie neyer recalls His gift, tili R1e sees you barter it away. "1-lis
gifts and callinga are without repentance." He bas made over to you the
ofiler of 111e mercy as your birthright, and Rie continues this privilege with

*you titi Rie beholde you 'willingly part with it, and receive something else in
its Étead, as your chosen enjoymnent. But thus you may sel your birthright
in the inheritance of God's mercy. You see somethin g else you wish to have,

-and yet know you cannot possess with God's mercy. Your heart ie set on the
object of its desire, cost Tvou what it will. You will have thie, at whatever
'-risk to your soul's well-beimg. You take it, andyour birthriglit in God's mercy
ils gone from, you for ever. Misftake not these words. I t le not nieant to
-afllrm that you inieaci to give up ail interest in God's mercy, when you receive
that earthly plasure on which you have set your heaut. lIt would be too
ýmuch for the tempter to let YOU SEP, this effect of your action. IBut you re-
solve that you wHll have this gratification, 'which the word of God, or your
own conscience, tells you is wrong. You determine yon viil take the risk for
thopresent; you seize the indulgence, and your birthright is gone.

(^3) The birthright of off'ered nmercy may be sold for a emalI gratification.
Thî is a solemn point in the warning-"l That there be no profane person

* among you, as Besau, who for onevmorsel of ineat, sold his birthright."l flw
brief -%vas the act, how smali the gratification that formed the turning point
in Esau's history 1 A few momients at best only elapsed, a fewî thoughtls only
passed through hie heart, lie experienced only a few sens-utions of bodily plea-
sure, and lie who a littie before wus the heir of peculiar blessings, vent
forth, disinherited by his own deed. Yet, events like this are occurring
anmong us every day. Ah, you greatly mistake if you think that a great crime,
or a course of flagrant sine, is needed to barter away your best birthright.
A man mnay go near a precipice whence hie fails into a fatal gulf, by a very
slow and unobs.erved approach, and then the last rnove over the brink, is one
short stop into destruction. lun this progress the danger lies in the direction.
If the face is towards the precipice, it matters not how graduai the steps be,
they wiIl at last take hold of death. lIn like inanner, a sinner may go on to
perdition by a very slow procese. AUl here, too, depends on the direction the
soul pursues. If it ie departing. from God every stop it takes i8 toward& the
brink, and thon one brief step is ail that is needed, to place it beyond the

* reacli of mercy, for ever.
God, indeed, is lon,--suffering, an d mnay bear mueli before lie regards you

as closing the bargain, in selling this highest good. But the Iast act in the
series of slighting thoughits of hie grace, may be 'what you deem inconsider-
able. You mnay b«ý sitting by your fire-side, and it may be a thouglit, that
you wrill rather talle up a newspa-per or at novel to read, than your Bible.
Or you niay be in the house of God, and it may be a purpose, that you wilI
rather give way, to slcep, and treat th3 word preached with indifference, than
give earnest keed to the thinge that are spoken. Or you may be moving ln
ordinary life, and it may be a determination to enjoy this present indulgence
rather than deny youreelf. You decide that you Nvi1l enter the tavern, at
least this once, that you will sit in the conmpany wbere the Bible and religio
are sneered at, thie once, becauso Tou relieli the nmirth and wit that circu-
late there. The pleasure of sin yoa derive in these thinge niay lust only a
few minutes or a few hours. After ail the previons sinful training your soul

ilhis passed throughl for this crisis, you may think very littie of your act, and


