
eindstone orn tl:e St. Lawrence, a fev miles above Brackville, and for
those of liinestones, at the Faits of Niaîgara, broken ino stair-like led-
gq's, overlhmuïg wittî large pointed tables ol rock, and having their bases
strewn witt gigantic ruins. l'le pretty village of " The Forty" ini
Grirnsby out Lake Ontario is close ta a fine cliii' of this k-ind. The
M~anitotilîne Islands of' Lake Hutron are fuit of' thern.

Tlhe botany of a district, as i3 well koown ta the student, and the
agricuituralist is infliuenced essenîiaily by it geoiogy. Besîides tue ope-
ration of thts latter on Cliniate, the soil yieided by the disintegration of
certain rocks is favorable to the grawvth of a particular order of plants,
iindifferent ta anoîlier, and is ofien aimost incapable of sustaining
any kitid of' vegitation. It is thus that the Bagshot sand lias created
large tracts of uiiimproved and unimproveable ivastes, which are al-
lowed to re.t.ain even in the immiediate nei.glibourhood aof Landon.-
Slier%t ood Furest in the inidfland coutities of England, frora the nature
of its beds of satidstonie %vill never produce any thing further (hanîa lean,
hungry grass, except by the sides of rivers or wtîiere artificial mneans
hiave be.- n eniployed in its improvemnent. The extrenie sterility of' the
Coutitrie, immnediately north of' L;ake Huron aud Superior is owing lu,
their grdiiitie and other siiveous rocks ; but nitcli of tie south shore
of tîte latter Lake is lield in irrernieLia.ble barrenness by the vaSt quan-
tities of sand and bowlders deposited there by the saine great flood
which poured ahundance on t lie nortli coasts ai Lakes Erie and Ontario
in tîte fine calcareous cîsys wlîich there prevail. We need scarcely add
that the infinitely varied torms of animal life, their presence or
absence in certain seas or conries, their number and perfection, are
anily produced by vegetation. Under diese cunsiderations, an ac-

quiaititance vvith the principles of geology apF.ears to, be indispensible
to the generat weifare. How extensive is the sphere of its cantroul.

It is thte business of tle praciicaý. geolagist ta ascertain the nature,
disposition and *codîcants aof the matters; flxed or loase, which canstitute
the crust of the eartb. i-le ought ta be the annalist of nature only.-
A scrupulous and unweanied coltector of facts, lier cammentator is the
speculative geologist who classes, and reasons on the phetiomena noV..
ed "lai the solitude of' the pille forest, and silent shore." The descrip-
tion of the rock masses involves much detail on their chentical
coiposition, externat minerai characters, as colour transparency,,
harduess, natural divisions by the laws of crystallization, &c. ;
their appearances on weathening, and at the point of' contact aof two
dissinitar rocks. The rocks originally deflned by Werner, with the
addition~ of a fewy discovered by Macculloch * and Brongniart, occur
iii every part of the earth, as far as bas yet been exai-ined ; but not
with perfiect, identity, for iliose of every large'district have some distin'.
guishing mark, aithaugh often trivial. But stîll, some varieties of the
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