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had either priests or churches except here and in
Conception Bay,2and even these few, and only one
dilapidated building in St. John’s ;-bat this Bishop
Fleming, in o short time, increased the nuimber of
priests in the island fully six fold, and built some
beautiful churches. He then looked about him,
and petitioned for a piece of ground from the
Crown for 2 Cathedral; and the piece he selected
was perhaps the most valuable and extensive the
Government had in possession ; and although he
met a most vigorous opposition, yet he was = per-
severing man and of great ability, and he never
ceased to urge the Government until he succeed-
ed ; but as he had been four or fve yeszrs passing
to and from England upon the subject, I agree
with him that he must have paid in expensesz a
pretty high purchase fee. -
1 am not one af those who wander st the influ-
ence cf the priests here and almost everywhere
«lse, however I may regret it, because we in ge-
neral find them virtuoas, self denying men, living
only for their congregations, and without family
cares to tzke off their 2itentinn from the interests
of their peaple, You always find them, therefore
mingling amongst the poor and the miserable;
and where they are unable to give wholesome mas
12l instruction, and often—as they are for the
meost part men of educatien—they steer the ua-
educated through the intricate mazes of temporal
difficulties. But of all the priests | ever heard of,
the influence of Bishap Fleming excels theirs.
At his nnd a whole poprlation rush into the for-
ests—a disiance of some twelve or thirteen miles
2nd bring £1,503 worth of imber for scaffolds for
bis cathedral ; a word brings a second setarn for
the construction of a convent; a beek and the im
mense foundations of his cathedral and of his can-
vent are excavated ; and the expression of a wish
piaces the mercantile marine, 2s it were, at bis
command for the gratuitous conveyance of stane
jor his buildings some 100 or 120 miles; and when
jtis landed, ao malier how vaiuahle the time of

the farmer, or the mechanic, or even the most? res- |

pectable shopkeeper—ine carts of the former are
contributed, the labour of the latter in conveving
the stonc, when landed, to the bailding site. This
strange inflacnce over the public mind appears,
too, to have 2 sufficient cause.

Farmer Papish bishops had eantrived tomake a
good job of thesr places and realised 2 handsoine
fortane, and then relired to dic in the ald cnontsy.
Pricsts bad profited by the example of the bishops
and did the same; aad the poor papists themselves
appearcd 1o be cxcellent geese for placking, al-
thoogh esteemed not warth feeding ; bat Fleming
wenl an the other ta =k, cat the parish in tvo that
Xad mzde fortunes fur bis predecessars, kept fonr
comles whare his predecdssurs h=d bat one, To-
newed chapel grer thal had bren allogether omit.
£rd by those before him, spread chapelsall over
the island eatirely neglected defore, and ont ofhis
own dues bailt one of the prettiest chapels 1 ever
s=w at Peity Harbour, a Jitlle fown nexr this;and
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then the siwrplicify-of }jjs Jife 1% such,and hisehu
rity to the poor, that "He is sery generally loved.
He jcins in these works like 2 labouring man,
and works as hard as any labourer. 1 must tél)
you an anecdote that will make you laugh. .

1 had been here about two days when my cu-
riosity was excited tc visit the Roman Catholis
Cathedral building. I wentalone, and found the
work considerably sdvanced, the interior or main
wall raised to, asit appeared to me. zbout thirty
five feet, the exterior over the Jine of the win-
dows. lfell into conversation with (ke overszcer,
and found hin z mean verny ltle skilled in his
trade. 1 met him =2t my epproach, and =she
wore a black vest and trousers, a grey coat, and &
black chip hat,2l] pretiy well bedaubed with mor=
tar, &c, § judged at once his characler, aud his
reply to my interrogatory showed I was right.
He conducied me round the buiiding, within and
without; 2nd shortly finding 1 was 2 Protesiens,
lie took some trouble in explamnng =N the parie
of the edifice—the ambulatory, the aisles, the
vestibule, the sites of the alters, of the pulpits,
&c.  As for my part, 1 repaid his kindness and
attention by giving my opinions with 2ll the
frankness of a Yank~e; aad fortunate enough it
wes that my opimons had been predisposed:to be
favourable from all 1 hed hearg, for the ovarseer
no sconer left the ground, leaving me afler him,,
than upon my asking one of the workmen his
name, I nas thunderstruck to fiad that it was no
less 2 persanage than Dr. Fieming himself.

1 wish some of our clergymen would sdopt this
! plan of devoling their undivided altention to the
improvement of the condition of their flocks; but
there are two things that will always keep us be.
hind the Papists in that respect—first, the celiba-
cy ot the Popish clergy: and next, the connection
of our Charch with the State in England. These
will alwsys be a drag-chain upon the advancee
men: of Protestanuism, however sUraclive others
wise its dostnnes. Al l saw sidce my amrival
here 10d me fe make every ingoity, and 1 am
i bound in candour to admut that ali the informée
tion ]coald obtain, and I scarcely had an oppore
tanity of mecling 2oy of the personal friends of
Bishop Fieming, was calcolaied 1o rischimin.
my opwion, and to prompt me to say fo the ;mia
nistess of my creed, who snould feel disposed to -
eavy his extreme populeniy, his unbounnded ipe
flucnce—® Go and do thea likewise, tnd thon™
wiit cbtain both.” tUos

1 wras not a lLittle surprised (o sco this man; »
plain—1 had almost s:id so shabby—in his oote
ward man; 30, appirentiy, uvaosientscions and
simplc in his manners, 2ir, and address, 2 few days.
aflerwards dash past men a bezutifol birovehe,
drawn by two exqguisitely formed black hotses,
there was centzinly = staid digmily about the
eguipage rather seldom 20 be mel with in Britsh
Colonics. The beauty of the carmags, the neat
"elegance of the hamess, all corresponded so well
with the jetly gloss of the prir of hloods, Mat you




