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THE BOOK 0F DANIEL.
Lt is only a few years ago that the Book

.of Daniel was one wlîose history the Chiris-
tian believer fouîîd it very hard to defend.
The unbelieving crities could niot deny tliab
the prophecies of the last sixc chapters. de-
.scribed the tirnes of Antiochius Epililiaîes,
Mind they incontinently declared thut it

*could not possibly be any earlier thani lus
timie. They were sure the historical part
of the book %vas aiso pure legend, and wvas
proved.-so by its utter falseness to ail the
history of Babylon that liad corne downl to
us froîîî Greek authors. Espeially the
st.ory of the capture of the city by the
?Jedes, and the deat]î of te King Beishaz-
ear, slain on the nighit of the capture, by
IDarius the Mode, was utterly irreconcil-
able witli thc account given by Greek
wvriters of its capture by Cyrus the Per-
sian, who took the King Nabonidus alive,
at Borsippa. To recouchie thesotwostories
seerned imp1 o5sible.

But tliey were both true, and the tal-
lets inscribed by the orders of Naboufidus
auid Oyru3 theiinselves, iii their own life-
tirnes, prove it. Fiist thiero was fouiîd ani
inscription of N.iboidus, iniv hich lie
l)rayed the gods to bless lus sou Boîshaz-
zatr, of wiorni lie spoke in a way whiclu
unado it aliiiost certain that the twvo were
co-regents, as were Ncbuchadîîezzar and
his father. That inscription gave the key
to the înystery. Tien fo]lowed withini
th e last few years the discovery of another
tablet, dated iii the tiuird year of Beishiaz-
zar, except that the naine of the god Bel
'.V.ts replaced by his other naie, 'Merodachi.
There ivere also discovered the histories
tif the caînpaign froin whichi we learned
that, whien Cyrus cme w'ith bis aInny,
Belsbazzar at first took tho field, but that
es the danger beearno more imminent,
Be]shazzar retuirned to the capital, and
bis father, Nabonidus, led the arîny. At
]ast Nabonidus wvas conquered, and Oyrus's
lieutenant, Gobryas, the Mode, captured
the city " without figliting. " The day on
ivhich tic capture took place was just that
«day ihi the inonth sacred to, Thamumuz and
Ishtar, in whichi a prontisculous and
liccaitious fcast -%ould be miost likely to
1be clcbrated. Thjis story explains evory-
thing. doivn to the reason why Daniel wvas
,oifred the lionor of being the " third
ruler iii the kingdoml.",

So thirouglîout the whole historical part
of D>aniel difficulties, vanisliedinwot evèry- 1

wbiere. Lt ha showii to bo impossible tliat
a book so full of the culor of Uhe life and
institutions of the Babyloni of Nebucliad-
nezzar and Cyrus could bave been written
tbree or four hundred years later, whon
the Persians, like tbc Babylonian Emipire,
bad passed away, ail swallowed up by tbc
Greek conquest and civilization. lb would
have required a veritable arcboeologiBt,
sncbi as noever lived iii the aiîcient dayo,
to recover tho spirit of the tirnes, separat-
ed ilearly as fair froin Epiplianes as we am~
frouiîChaucer, and put thein iii a realistie
story. WhTat iiuiglit have beeni donc tiien
in the way of historical invention is seen
iii the Book of Judithî, -mn evideut romance,
falso and imupossib>le iii overy part. Ifere,
as everywlîere, research, iwbile it carinot
be asked to substantiato the iraciiles, docs
aIl that is possible, iii clearing away the
objections of historical criticisru, arîd
prov'ing the historical credibility of al
that cornes wibhin the province of sucli
criticisîn.I-lhdepcîuleutt.

BACKBONE.
One is ternpted to asic, " How is back-

bouoe to bc forrned in the rising geiieration
of Ohristiaiis if overytlîing about tho te-
ligious life is mnade so pleasant and easy ?
If serns rnust be sol ilit or so short as
hîardly to involve aniy effort of attenition on
the part of bue hearer, and tlîe rest 'of thc
service is to )0 .a br.igbit litie concéert ?
And if the other bouts of thc day given us
speuit at thc gabos of Ijeaven ara to, ho
nierely enlivened with 'Sunday talk ?' "

* We are iii great danger of degenenating
iîîto iiiolluscous Christiaxis. Christiani
preachers and ivribers oughb. I tbink, to be
coîîtiîîually reminding tlieir people of the
place of seIf-deitial in the Christianî lifo.
If ive let ilown the tone of the cbureh in
this respect it inay please God to give lier
a new chapter of the discipline of perse-
cution, for thiat bas been the great meaîs.
uisually eiiùployéd for teaching lier that"
"btue cross " lias to be borne iii anotiier
sense thaii as an ornanicuit on a lady's
bosoîn. " If any mn will coine after nie,
let bini take up lus cross daily aîîd follow
Me.-Dr .W.Blaik-ie.

Twenty-five years ago bluore Nvas not, one
professed Chiristian in the Chinese prov-
inîce of Shiantunîg; now there are thITco
bundred places wlhere Cb.ristia. m:eet reg-
ularly on the Sabbatli.


