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LAKE MANITOBA ROUTE

Recent articles in The Commercial
dealt with the question of lowering
the level of Lake: Manitoba and the
great advantage which would be
gained by bringing tho surplus water
from that Jake to the As-
siniboine  river, instead  carry-
ing it off at a polnt near the
worthern epd of the lake. It was
shown that o canal could be cut to
the Assiniboine river whereby the sur-
plus water of the lake could be car-
ried off, at & maderate expenditure,
and this eanal would prove of im-
mense value for commercial and other
purposes, by Increasing the flow of the
Assiniboine river, so a8 tio make prac-
tical the utilizing of an immense wa-
ter-power  at Winnipeg; by making
the river valuable for purposes of na-
vigation; providing a water power
on the canal itself, iIn the Paortage
plains wheat country; by Increasing
the flow of the Red river between Win-
nipe and Selkirk, thereby improving
the value of the river for purposes of
navimtion: Dby opening navigation
from Witnipeg to Lake Manitoha—
a water system which could easlly be
extended 1o the head of navigation on
the great Saskatchowan river, there-
by opening up oneof tho vastest sys-
tems of Inland navigation in  the
world, with all the benefits in con-
nection therewitl.

What renders this great matter of
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epecial  importance wat the present
time, is the dact that the Dominion
government has undertaken to cut a
diteh at Falrford, a point near the
northeasterly corner of the lake, for
‘the purpose af lowering the level of
the lake by providing an additional
outlet. It does seem wvorth while
making an etfort to induce the gov-
ernment to, make the cut at the
southern end of thie lake soas to bring
thy water to the Assinlbolue river,
thus sccuring the advantages before
ettumerated and others not mentloned.

Besides the great waterpower at
Winnipeg, which was aralt with at
length in a previous article, » smaller
water power could be establisuad on
the canal Itself, conveunient to the
great wheat fields of the Portage
plaing. The canal could be used for
bringing fuel and lumber from Lake
Manitoba to the farmers of the Port-
ago plains, and to all the country
from Portage ln Prairie to Winnipeg.
Besidex abundant timber-supplies trib-
utary to Lake Manitoba and its con-
nections, there are large quantities
of an excellent quality of limestone
on the lake. Gypsum is also found
in large quantitles, which takes a
finish equal almost to marble. From
this land plaster and plaster of Paris
can be made., Salt is also abundant,
and with clheap means of transpor-
tation. this commodity vould bhe made
in sufficient quantities at least to
supply the home demand. The fish-
ing industry is also an importamt
interest.

Lake Manitoba affords the safest
and cheapest route by which water
communication could be established
between Winnipeg and the North
Saskatchewan river. The connection
between the lake and the Assiniboine
river would be the most important
liuk necessary to develop this route,
Engineers who have looked into the
matter counslder the opening of such
a waterway as perlectly feasible, at
a very moderate cost. 1t is hardly
necessary tg dwell upon the benefits
which the opening of such a route
would be to the entire country. Only
one point will be mentioned here,
namely, that coal could be laid down
in Winnipeg by this route at a cost
of $2 per ton or less.

A lew years ago greatb interest was
taken in proposals to dovelop the
water power of the Assinibolne river
at Winnipeg. It was shown at tho
time that this work would bo & very
profitable Investment. If the Domin-
fon government could be induced to
bring the surplus water of Lake Man-
itoba this way, the value of the watexr
power at Winnipeg would be more
than doubled.

Recentiy attention bas -been drawn
from the Assiniboine water power and
concentrated on efforts .to secure the
improvement of Red River navigation,
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particuiarly with reference to the St.
Andrew’s rapids. This i8 & very nec-
essury aud fmportaunt work, but not
more ‘{mportant than tho Assiniboine
water power. Many people labor uan-
der the error that the improvement of
the 8t. Aandrew's raplds would mean
the development of a great water
power there. This Is evidently a talse
impressfon, as engineers say that tho
water would be all required, at least a
portion of the time, for purposes of
navigation In the other case we
have the water power within the city
ltmits, and nothing to interfere with
its vaiue.

CIVIC REFORM

Much sharp criticlsm regarding the
management of Winnipeg’s municipal
affalrs was heard previous ta the re-
cent elections. It would perhaps be
better if some other time than during
the heat of aw election contest were
taken to discuss municipal affairs.
While an election is on, personal pre-
judices and side Issued are sure to be
introduced. There is much need of re-
form in our fmunicipal system, and the
matter should be taken up in 2 calm
and reasonable way, with an honest
desire to improve the situation and
follow up the matter steadily until
the end is achleved. Spasmodic efforts,
cspecially during eleciion times, are
not likely to lead to success. This
might be accomplished by means.of the
formation of an association, not con-
fined to property owmnerg or any par-
ticular class of citizans, for the sole
object of securing municipal reform.

It is generally admitted that what
is needed for the improvement of our
civic situation is organization on a
business basis. It would undoubtedly
be a very profitable experiment for
the city of Winnipeg to pay one or
more large salaries to a competent
Dberson or persons, for thu general
management of the city’s business.
Our present system is not adapted to
the business of a city. Aldermen can-
not be expected to devote thelr time
to looking after the Uetails of civie
matters. The board of aldermen
thzald simply b2 an advisory body, and
it 1t were constituted on this basis
there would not be so much ground
for the complaint that good men can-
not be induced tor come out for ald-
ermen. .

Aside from the evident change neces-
sary to.secure betten business organ-
Ization, there are othier reforms which
could be Inaugurated ou o separate
basls. One of theso is the abolishing
of the ward system. The ward sys-
tem has a tepdency  to keep goond
men out of the field, and leads to
bickerings and disputes within the
council itself.

Auother reform which is urgently
required is the ;prohibition of person-
al solicltation of votes, either by tue



