
THE COMMERCIAL

THEf COMMERCIAL
The eccognizcd autiiority on aIl sitatttrs Imtan

te tracte and progregs in NVestern Canada, in-
CI uding tîtat portion ni Ontario Wvest of

Lake Supedrla the Provinces of MaIni.
toba and Birtish Columabia and the

'Icruitores.

sev'cnteent1h Year of Publicattion
ISSUED EVERY SATURDAY

suInRnoTIOS, CANAb^ANDm< UN~ITED STATS
$2.00 r-Iait ANretua: Il; ADVAN*CEL Oit $>.25 W19UN
N;OT so PMID; OTRK COt;Z.rrTJil, $3.50 riIt
AretU.> IN til)VANCIC.

Ch/aree.efor adverlasçements .s/ould 4b ain fot tâter
ihan 7'<ur.mday AMornine.

,idmrtiscflents purporttng ta bc liewS manter,
or which profess to express tîte opinions oi this
loumnal. %vIl not lie inscrtcdl.

Office: xSi '.%cDermo-Street.

D. W. BUCHIANAN ,
Puhlishe..

l'le Commaercial Ccrtainiy cnjoys a verY mtach
trgeT circulaion inii15 tht: bubiness coiimunity

of the %.ast rcgifn lying betwvern Lake Superior
and1 the PureiicCoztst, titan any other papeCri ati.
ad..daiiy or weekiy. IThe Coînirciai aisu
rc.,ches the Iending wulcesaIe, cormîssios', mnanu -
tattua<ng and financial bouses of Estern 4.anada.

WINNIPEG, JANUARV 7, 1899.

LAKE M~AWITOBA ROUTE
lIteuet articles in Thie Commercial

4'eait ivitb titO qiuestiont 0f IoWeriug
titi! it±vel of Lakei àfnito>x and te
grceat tiivantage tvhtll woulti be
g:îillî-l by bringllig tht' suirlulS vator
f rointht1lat lake tes tie As-
giilltle river. Jiistead Camr-
ilig it off at a point noar the
xiortIterui eVII' Of tAuè lakc. It Was
elhown tltat a cal celd 1:0 eut ta
tlle .%ssliî:Ibee river iereby te sur-
pîlue water of theý lako coula bc car-
rieti% off, at a mnoderato expenditure.
ani titi,, canai would prove of Im-
tueuse value for commercial aud other
1prboses, by lttcreaeiiig the flow 01 tew
.4ssiibtoilte river, b&~ ne 1b Make Pr-
tical the utllizlîtg of an imumense w-a-
ter-powver at «.WhiDIPg, Ùy making
tint river valuablo for purpopes of na-
vlgattlii; provitiing a Nç-wtter pOiver
on, tite canal itself, In th.e Po.rtage
)lîllts wvlieat coietrT; by incroaising

tbt' et i o ite Rted rWIer between Wln-
nipeg antd Selkirk, theroby improvlng
tlt, vaine or the river fo 'r purpwes ef
navip. tiofl: »y openiflg xia'igatlon
froînt WVlnipcg tu Lak<e Maniltobak-

a ae ystcmn wbisi Couoisialy lie
tcitendedL.ý lo te :a ai navigation Cal
tec gzv:t Ss ttWt river, tîtere-

ity 0j14..*ltg "P) une: f the vast'est Sys-
teins of iianti navigntion In the
wvorlil, wlth ail te bottefits tu con-
nection therewItil.

ýyiaat rendors Uls great rnntter cd

epocli Importance sn.t the present
tite, it the 6act tîtat the Dominion
govertimnt lias undertaken te eut a
dItcLh ait Fairford, iL point tin.r the
îtortiaoasterly corner o! the lake, for
th(- purpose a o!iweriitg the level o!
tic latie by provicIig an atdItional
outiet. It tlces sem tvorth ilie
ianîg ait effort tes Induco the gov-
crtument tus, maie the eut at thé~
soutaiertt enti of Jite lakoc sgo as tes brl ng
titu water to thte Asitiboine river,
thugs scxring tito advaitages before
enîtmerated anti otlera not nienteinet.

flealdes the great 'vaterpower nt
Wiînipeg, wvhleli wvas nz-alt witi ait
lengtil la a previolle article. z' amailer
-%vater power coulai le establista,-d un
the catial Itself. coniveajient to tho
groat wheat fields of the Portage
plains. 'The canal coulti be used for
lritluig fuel anti lumber from Laie
Manîitoba te the farmers of the Port-;
age plains, andI te ail the country
froîn Portagel la Prairie te WViunipeg.
Besidex abuutiant tlmber-fupplios trib-
utary to Lake Mantitoba ani lts con-
nections, there are largo quaatlties
of au excellent quality of lmegtone
on the lake. Gypsum le alto founti
Iii large quantitles, %vhieli takes a
finish equal altnost tes marbie. From
tis landi plaster anti plaster of Paris
ean be madie. Sale Is alto abundant,
atîd wvith clîeap iueaar of transpor-
tation. thle conunotity couid ho matie
la Sufficieat quantities at least to
supply the home demanti. Tite fieli-
lui; lntiuytry is also an Importanst
inttreet.

Laie Manitoba, afford8 the safeat
anti cheaîpest route by wlîicli watcr
coîînunicatiou coulti ho establisheti
betveelî W'Iipeg anti the Nortît
Sasktatchewvan river. Tlte contîction
botw,.ecz the laie andti Ve -Assiniboiuo
river wouid lie thc uxeet Important:
iittk necessary te develop titis route.
Engineera who have looketi Into tht'
matter cousîder the opeaiag of such
a wvaterway as perfectly feasîble, n
a very moderate cost. 1V le hardly
necessary to dwvell upon the lienefits
wIîich the opeitling ef Such a route
ivesuld le tes the entire country. OnJy
one point wiii lie ineationed hore.
namely, that ceai could b ha ld downr
Iu IV!ntdpeg by tlîis route at a cost
ef $2 per ton or lems.

.& fir yoaxd ago great interest was
takeu lu proposais to doveiop 'the
wnter power of te Assirtiboine river
at Wiînnipeg. It wvas shown at the
tine that tixis %vork would bo a 'very
profitable Investment. If the Domin-
Ion goverument coula lie induced te
bnlng the surplus wrater of Lake MiLn-
itoba tha; way, the value est the watez
power az Winnipeg wonld be more
tai donlied.

Recently attention lias-been drawxî
froui the Asiniboine water power and
concentrate1 on efforts tos secure the
Iniprovement ot lIed Rtiver navigatie;,

particularly %vith reference to the St.
Androva rapide. Thtis le a very nec-
elsary aui Imîportant work, but not
miore %Important than the Assiniboine
ivAter power. Many peuople labor un-
der thet error that the huprovement o!
tho L4t. Andrevs rapide would inean
te deVeIlopeut Of a great Ivator

power there. This le evideathy a taise
Impresion, ab engîneers say thint tho
ivater ivoulci be ail required, ait least a
portion esf the tInte, for purposes ot
navigatiou In the other case we
have the wvater poswer withln the city
limith, and nothiag te Interfere wvith
its value.

CIVIC UE1FOIINI
Muclî Sharp crîticient regartig Vite

management of Whnîpog'c muwicipal
affaira %vas bocard previesus to te re-
cent eleetions. IVt woîîld perhaps be
botter if some estîer tine thati during
Vthe laoat, of ai£. election coatest were
takeît tes diseuse municipal Caffire.
Whhle ait election ii 011, Pereonlal pre-
iudiceS ant i de issueg are sure to be
ltttroduced. Tiiere la anucit neeti o.f re-
fort iu our fauncipal systeria, attiVie
anatter aboulai be takeai III> il a Calait
antd reasonabie wvay, ivith an honest
desire tes improive te iituittiona anti
f oiiow Up the matter steadiJy tîtil
the cuti la neleveti. Spalxsmodie efforts,
especlally duriitg electloît tintes, are
noici iely te leaci tes suecess. Tiis
zight lx. itccomllshed" by moans.o« tile
formation of uit associationi, axot con-
filxet te property oaier4 or aniy par-
tictilar class of' citizens, for thc sole
objeet of secîîrlng -munilcipal reforni.

It la gcneraily atixitteti that wltat
is necded for te improvemeit est otîr
rivie situation 1.8 orgaizatisn on a
businessa bards. It woulti undoubtedly
bic a vox-y profitab)e experlimnt for
the City of WViîtniPeg ta pay osae or
more large salariles to a couxpetent
persoat or persos, for the getterai
management oft tlîe eity's busintess.
Otur promunt systemn la not adaptei to
the b)u6lîtess of a City. Aldermen cau-
mot bic expcte.1 to devote thteir titme
to looking after the tletn.ils of eîvie
matters. The board of altiorneai
tli:;-ull sinxply ber an advlsory bosdy, and
If It viere consttutezt Ou thîs basis
thero %vout] not be ses muchi grounti
for thle complaitît titat gooti mea eaïl-
not be Induced ts; coule out for aid-
ermen.

Aside tron tie evident ohange neoces-
sary tesecure betten business organ-
izntoxt, tiore are otiter reforma whlclt
coulti lic inaugurate-d ou a separate
bx-SIS. Ozie of tiese> la te aboillng
oft the %vara sy6tem. TMie ward sys-
font bas a tendcncy to keep gooti
mcii eut of the fieldi, a.nd ]endis jto
bickerngs and disputes ivithin the
councl Its(cIf.

Aneother reforma wii la urgently
reequlreid la the *prSilbitort of persoù-
ai Solieltation of votee, tither by te


