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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Winnipeg, Saturday, May 21,

Buxiness voutinues very wood in the
jobbing trade. The grain trade has
been very dull this week., The rush
of wheat which came out after
soeding was finished. appears to have
exhansted supplies held by farmers.
and there jis now vracticadly nothine
doitee in country markets. No doubt
the farmers rushed out what wheat
they held as fast as they could get
it to market. to sccure the handsome
prices paid. Coarse grains and feed-
stuffs continue very scarce and high,
The Tnck of rain to start the grass
in reducitgs the butter suppiy. which
i vory small for the season.  The
mmber and building  trade is wood,
Lumber prices are firm and higher.
owing to low water aund difficulty of
floating logs down to the mills. Build-
e operations in the line of business
blocks and large buildings. are more
active v Winnipex than they have
been for wmany years, Railway con-
struction work has lLween commenced
on the Southeastern. near Winnipeg,
amd the extension of  the  Danphin
railivay will be conmmenced next week,
Rain is uevdod for the crops. There
Lhave been  ~oue shuwers in certaum
districts, but a general and prolong-
o} rain ix needed. While perhaps no
permanent injury has yet been doue
to the crops. aay material lengthen-
ing of tho perind  of drouth woull
prove very harmful.  Bank clearings
at Winniper are pot far from dJdouble
what they were for the correshond-
ing perio) of last year. and consider-
ably wore than double the like week
of 1896. Clearings for the wee ond-
s May 19, 1898, were $2,123,804;
corresponding week of 1307, $1,214,-
093, and for 396, 895,198,

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipeg, Saturday, May 21
PINDER TWINE.

The market kaoups vory stromge. The
sappey of raw manitly woaow entire y
shut off by the blockade of the Phitip-
pines Raw &fsal bas advaneed rapid-
Iy on aceount of the short supply of
manilla.  There has ot wen muceh
Fasipess dons lately Grdsrs were
place § freely early in the season, and
thase whao did not bay @ advanee arve
Neldine off. Thers W always more op
tess talk this thne of year about an
expeeted  shortage but whether  or
uat thiese wall ke g seareity of twine
will Jopend on the crop. 10 the erop
ahionld turn ont vory heavy  thees
wonld probably be i sauecze for twvins
Velfore the harvest was over, hut with
au average erop there probably will
te enaugh twine to m-eb requlrements.

DRUGS.

The loval market is steady. Advices
from other drug markets report an
advance 50c¢ per b on oplum and iy
ix sajd the crop is short. Morphin is
higher In sympathy.

THE .COMMERCIAL

ISH.

Stocks of frozen fish are very light
and have been cleared ont closer than
usnal ot this season. 1t §s said that
the fish In cold storage at the Lake
Winnipeg freezers have been cloared
out, and very little frozen stock is
held in the eity.  Fresh caught white
fish from Lake Manitoba are coming
in more frécly. 'The frosh caught are
selling 1-2¢ higher than frozan stock
were selling at.

GREEN INIUITS.

Business is steadily fncreasing in this
branch as the variety of fraits in the
market is enlarged. Bananas are sell-
ing freely aud are arriving in car lots,
the guality Dbeing  good. Messina
lemouns, per direct steamers
to Montre:l, are now, in
tho market. Cedifornia navel
oranges are stil in the market,
but @t week or s will aliout  wind
then: up.  Some frirly mood apples
are obtainable. New IEgyptian on-
ons are selling well,  Strawberrios
aml tomatees are selilng 50c¢ iower.
Prices arc. Navel oranges, 33.75 w
£4: Californint seedling oranges, $2.735
to 33: bananas, per bunch, 32 to $2.75,
as to size: Messina lemons, $3.75 to
24,23 par box, as to quality: apples,

S to  I3.50 per bhurrel for best
sorts, as 1743 quality : off

quality. $2 to $3.50 per barrel, as to
cenditton, pueapples, $4 per dezen: nie
plang, 21-2¢ to de per bdstrawbherries,
$5 por case of 1 gquarts: toma-
toes, B4 per erate of six baskets:
coconnuts, §1 per dozen; Sicily filberts.
Inrge 11c to 12¢ per ib; Grenoble wal-
nuts, 14e, figs, elemes, 10 Ib hoxes,
£1.25 to §1.40, as to quality: 50 b
toxes, 17¢ per b dates, 612 t, 7c
per . Tarragona almonds, 121-2 to
13c. peanuts, green, dc. peanuts, roast-
@, 12¢: peeans, 14 to 15c: strained
honey, 71-2 to 10¢ per Ib: maple sugar
11 to 12¢: syrup per dozen 1-2 ale
lon tins, $7; apple cider, 35¢ per galion
in barrels and half barrels: Egyptian
onions, 4 to -173-2c per Ih,
GROCERTES

The general featura of the market
is one of firmuesy. Thers are i nun-
ter of cemmodities which ought to he
higgher herc on the hasis of the costof
Laying down new stock, bt owing te
vompotition it is  difficult to secure
reasenabie advances.  Oatmenlbeans,
split peas, camuxl meats, hoe  pro-
dnets, rice, molasses, ete., arae all much
highor ami wonld cost more to  lay
doawn hiere. ITn fact jobbers are sell-
ing some of thesse s at lower prices
than they could be laid down for now.,
New samples of Jdapan tea hav~ teen
coseived, The sales of dried fruit have
Lepn vory heavy this season, piuarte-
ularly prunes and apricots, and thers
has revn a0 correspomsting deerease
in the  causumption of  can-
ned goods. This IS no doubt owing to
the reasonable pries of the dried fruits
namel.

ITARDWARE, PAINTS, ETC.

The market is very firm on most
staple lines.  The greatest strength
shown i apy line is probably in rope.
There have heen soveral adeanees ro-
cently on rope, the Iatest advigies of
T-de taking place yosterday  after-
noon, o 9I1-4c for sisal and 103-4e¢
for JManilla. The wmarket is very
strong and further advagices are look-
ed for., Load and all lead products
comtinue very strong. Shot bas bheen
advanced 1-ic¢ to Gl-ic for Canndian
soft and Ga-le for chilled.  In paints
a striking feature of this scason's
trade is the Incge ncreasy in the de-
mand for ready mixea palnts. Where

tiny  were formerly taken now
pails or Dbuckets are ordered, and
whero pails were formerly ordered now

barrels are taken. ‘Me volume of
bhusiness contimes good. ;
LUMBER:

‘The important feature in this branch
ix another advance of $1 on almose
evcrything.  The white pinre  manu-
fncturers anuouticed an advatce o
1:is extent early in the week, which
cenvers timber and dimension, btoasls,
shiplap, flooriug, s:diag, ceiling, in fact
cverything but finishing has teen ad-
vaneed $1 per thousand.  On Thurs-
do)y the representatives of the Pacific
coast mills announced an :udvance of
$1 on the following lines: No. 3 fir
flooring, 1x4- and 6, No. 3 fir flooring,
1x3: No. 2 fir siding, 1x6: No. 3 f{ir
siding. 1x6: No. 2 fir celling, 1x3, 4
or 6; No. 3 fir ceiling, 1x3, 4 or 6.
It is understood the  Winnipeg list
prices will be advanced at once to
correspona with the advances by man-
ufacturers.  The situation in lum-
her i4 very stroug, owing to the very
low water. The water in the Lake
of the Woods and tributaries is ex-
ecptionnlly low for the season and it
looks as though many logs would be
hung uwp this year. Navigation is
i stopped on some streams.

GRAIN AXND PRODGCE.

WHEAT—-The wheat market has
heen quicter this weok and prices muci

steadier.  The markets have shown
wonderful  strengtht  comsidering  the

exeitement and the way prices jumped
about quring the two previous weeks.
White fluctuations have been wide as
compared with ondinary conditions,
the markets have held remarkably
steady and firm considering the recent
excited sttuntion.

The Jocal market has been  very
quiet and very lttle business has bean
transacted, while prices have held
comparatively stesdy. The idea of
values in this market has held at
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