THE CRITIC.
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CITY CHIMES.

Halifax.society has boon having a gay time of it during tho past fow
woeks, and balls and routs of all kiods must have sbout satiated tho appo-
titica for gaioty of all concerned. Tho general opinion as to tho ball at
Admirslty Eouso on Thursday of last wook, is tbat it was an unusually
ploasant aflair.  Princo Goorge of Wales and somo of his brother officors
ontorteined a numbor of frionds at a ball on Mondsy night, and on Tucsday
night tho large ball given by Goneral Sir John Ross at Bollevue Houso took
placo. About five hundred invitstions woro issued for this ball, and it was
a brilliont aflair. Tho night was porfect, which allowod of the grounds being
available, thus adding much to tho plessure of tho ball. IFairy lamps and
Chinese lanterns wore Javishly used for illuminating and decorating purposes,
and tonts wero provided for sitting out. ‘Tho grounds wero also carpoted, so
that promenading was much oncouraged theroby. As the men-of-war leave
Halifax for Quobec in a fow days it is probable that there will bo a lull in
social circles until thoy roturn, whon the ** Nautical Fair " for the bonefit
of tho Sailors’ Home will take placo.

Somo of tho visitors now in the city who bave not visited Ialifax for
soveral years are very outspoken in speaking of our improved hotol accom-
modation, and say that it is now well abroast of tho times. Woare charmed
to hoar this ondorsoment of our hotels, and if all that is said is true, our
moro entorprising hotel-keopoys are finding out that good board and accom-
modation will pay thom for the heavy outlay of money which they have made
in recent yoars.

A strong committes, backed by a petition signed by nearly five hundrod
of the heavy tax payers of Halifax, has asked the city council to grant a sito
at the southern ond of the parade upon which to orect a fine building for
the purposes of the Provincial Musuem, the Institute of Scirnen, the Provin
vial and City Libraries, and the Victoria School of Art and De-ign, Tho site is
central, and ominently suitable for the purpose, and the spaco that the pro-
posed building would occupy would never bs missed from tho parade;
moreover, a handsome structure would serve to set off the City Hall, and
makeo the centro of tho city more than ever attractive. -

Tho 66th band played in the Provincial Building Square on Monday
evening for the entertainment of a great throng of people who promenaded
the streots in the vicinity. Halifax peoplo aro fond of music and cannot
get too much of it. It would be a good idea for the propristors of tho ico-
cream parlors to oxert their influence to have music on the Provincial Build-
ing Square more frequently. They did a thriving business in their commo-
dity on Monday. The mon of the 66th are deserving of tho thanks of all
who hoard their music.

Tho band concert at the Lorne Aquatic Club House was postponed from
lnst night on account of the concert in the Public Gardens until to-night.
These woeekly concorts are excoedingly onjoyable, and every one who owns
a boat, or can beg, borrow or steal a boat, takes himself and his sister, or
some other fellow’s sister out for & * boat ride,” as our American cousins call
it. The Lorne Club, at tho north end of tho'city, desorves as much credit as
the Yacht Squadron at the south end, for enterprise in providing so much
enjoyment for their friends. Our young men are not by any means asleep,
either in business or pleasure.

The Nautical Fair, for which the Seamen’s Friend Society have beon pro-
paring during the summer, is to take place in the Exhibition Duilding after
tho return of the ships next month, commencing on the 29th. The assist-
ance of many society ladies and the promised patronage of Admiral Watson
and officer of the fleet, including Prince George of Wales, as woll as his
Honor Governor Daly, General Sir Jobn Ross and His Worship Mayor Mc-
Pherson, will probsbly mske the fair as successful as the recont concert for
tho same object. The booths will be presided over by a number of weil
known ladies who will bo assisted by an army, or rather navy, of young girls
who will bo attired in sailor costume. Everything is to bo as shipshapo as
possible, and Jack tars themsalves will furnish music nightly. It is a good
thing for therSailors' Home that it has become fashionable to work for it.
This sort of home missionary work is much to be commended.

From every side we hear pleasing expressions regarding our royal vieitor,
Prince George. The Prince is very popular, not only with his brother
officers, but slso with-all with whom he has come in contact. He is a typical
English gentleman, unassuming, courtéous and frauk, and is devoid of any-
thing liko snobbishness or assumption of superiority. The Princo is hero as
a naval officor, and he shares with his brother tars the good will and appreci-
ation of loyal Halifaxians. .

Wo aro pleased to hear that tho sum reslized by the coneert for the
Sailors' Home was so satisfactory, but, in view of tho fact"that thiz worthy
institution is suppcrted by all classes of our citizens, wo have yet to learn
why the committeo saw fit to sell many of the reserved soats bofore the box
office was opened. Specisl check tickets are excusable, but the appropriation
of many scores of seats is unaccountable unle:s on the ground of toadyism,
and as this is a distinctive Halifax institution, suck an excuso would be
simply ridiculous.

Theo weather has been rather trying during August. While the fine days
bave been very fine, thoy have not been quite numerous enough, and the
weot weathor has been g0 very wet and so much of it. However, having had
o porfect July, wo must not complain, but hope for a fine September.

Tho yacht raco for the * United Banks” Challengo Cup will tako place
to-morrow afternoon. It promises to bo very interesting.

Much intorost was takon in the base ball matehes betwoon the Sham.
rocks of St. Juhn and the Socials of Halifax last Friday and Saturday, oven
Prince George of Walos and somo other officors boing present. On Friday
somo of tho lovors of tho gamo, whon they left their homes in the morning,
foaring it was going to rain, had faces noarly as long as their walking cancs,
but in the ovoning aftor witnessing ono of the best games ovor seon in Hali.
fax, thoro was a marked chavgoe of expression. ‘T'ho Socials won tho first
gamo and tho Shamrocks the second. The rain was most accommodating
and did not como down just when 1t might have spoilt the fun.

L. A. McDowell, whoso oxcollent Company had such a successful season
in Halifax last winter, is nogotiatiug for dates at the Academy of Music.
If Lo comes ho will opon with “ Tho Balloon,” a play which has proved a
great success in New York.

———

The second ton cont concert of the season took place in the Public
Gardons last night. The band of the West Riding Regimeut furnishod
music. After tho rain of Wednosday tho air was particularly fino and
ploasant, and all who attended thoroughly epjoyed thomselves,

> -

COMMERCIAL.

Notbing now can bo said as to the condition of trade during the past weok.
Farmers are too busy over harvesting their crops—in which they havo boen
soriously hampered by continued wet woathor—to give much attention to
solling their produce or to buying dry goods, grouceries, etc. Conse-
quently trace has been comparativoly quiet and dull. Sull payments aro ro-
purted to have improved considerably, and solicitations for rgnowals aro less
frequent than thoy have been for some timo past.

The building business is having » decided * boom” in this city, and a
largo numbor of dwellings, stores, olc., are under course of construction or
have been completed this season. Similar reports como to us from nearly every
section of the courtry. Ship-building is activein eovoral portions of Nova
Scotia-——notably about Windsor, Maitland, ete., where a considerable number
of vessels aro being built, Tho crops throughout the Provinco continue to
promise to bo above tho average excopt as regards apples, which are roported
to bo small both as to size and quentily as compared with the yield of the
past fow years Ilay will be a very largo crop. Some fo. 3 are expressed
that tho wet weather, of which wo have had so much this s2sson, may pro-
duce rot in potatoes. No sign of ro$ has yet beon doveloped so far as wo
havo learned, and a fow weeks of fair, dry weather would doubtless enablo
the crop to boe harvested in safety.

Bradstreet’s report of the week’s failures :—

Week Vrov. Weeks corres;x;r)xding to

Aug. 22 week, ~———Aug. 22—,
1

Yailures for the year to date,

1890 1890 1889 1887 1830 1889 1888 1887
United States,...160 14§ 218 157 137 6663 7427 6385 620w
Canada.......... 20 29 13 24 3 1044 1056 1131 818

Dnry Goops,—The market continues quiet as to actual business, bul the
indications for futuro improvement grow more definite. Returns continuo
favorable, and travellers now out with their samples return eucouraging
reports as a general rule, in fact more so than for sowe time. Tho tene of
values is firm and the outlook is against any cutting, as the situation of
British aund bome manufactures is strong, and a smull advance has already
beeu mado on English woollen dress goods. The city retail trade is dull,
but this is its normal condition at this season with niast people out of town.

Inoy, Hanpwane axp Merars.—There has been vo change in the iron
warket sioce our last, but the firm feeling continues aud is, if anything,
intensified this week, although we can cite no actual change. All the con-
ditions indicate that present prices will ba at least maintained, if they do
not go higher. Recent cables from Glasgow quote the market strong with a
strengthening tendency, whilo warrants gradually improve, and the geueral
touno of the market there is firm. Oa spot, here, however, business rules
rather quiot on the whole. Mos buyers appear indifferont and persist in
holding off in the expectation of better terms. The outlook now is that they
will be disappointed as tho conditions above enumerated certainly point the
other way. A nice little buginess has beon transacted in pig. In other
lines tho tin market presents the samo aspect, and for the plates, espocially,
our rematks of a week sgo apply fully to-day. Recent cables indicato a
contlnued strong feeling, and an advance of Gd. per box i3 noted in
Great Britsin.  We have nothing to note locally, business ruling rather

uiot.
1 Breavsrorrs.—The locai flour market continues strong under a good de-
mand. Prices aro unchanged. Becrbohm's cable reports wheat and corn
very firm. Liverpool spot wheat and corn, firmer. Wheat in Paris, a turn
dearer. Al pow York the wheat market cootinued rather easy in toue,
experioncing a declino of about §c. Corn and oats have beea steady thero.
At St. Louis wheat was irregular and declined about de. for August; at an
advance of c. for September, 2§c. October, while December and My wero
unchanged. At Loledo the wheat market was quiot and easior, all options
showing a docline of Jc. to }c. excopt September, which showed an advance
of 3c. Oata there wero dull. At Duluth wheat was steady and unchanged.

ProvisioNs.—Thero is nothing new to note concerning provisions, husi-
ness continuing to bo made up of a fow jobbing siles. Is Liverpool lard
continues to advance, having gained about Od. in the past weeck. Tallow
was aleo stronger and made a like gain.

Burrer.—Tho market continues in the same dull and uninteresting stato



