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IIUSSIAN PERSEOCUTTON.

'THiOMAS STFVEN4 ini tho New York li'trlid saya :llorrifying te a
persoti who lias beeon brotîglit III in ant atitiosphero of perfect religious
Iiberty is the, crudfo barbarity of' tho Rntssiliii eqovcrIllInent lit iLs treat-
tieut Of tiieSQ Of itS Sulbjeci4 oIntSide tueO pale Of tit 01îUîOdOX state

efltireli. 'Thore are înaniiy tlîî:îgs in Russia tlîat carry cite back down
mec centuries ; but it is on its priostly eide tlîat the wlîitewasl of
civilization is laid on] the tbinnclst, anîd tie bide of the, jiieditt.vail in
quisitor is scarely covcred lit all.

Religion ii ais dlangerons IL snuject for a Itussianî te tairiabotit ini bis
owîî counîtry as polities. lie) i- ls liable to bo bomIu off to Siboria
for expressing iîîîself incatitiotisly about the formier lis theo latter sîîb-
ject. Broaelh oitlîcr ef these gtlbj,e.ts to the avortige Russiaii and,
illless lie is wclI acquaiîted %vith yen, lie iinîîîediatcly suspects yenl
of being a secret agent of clîurch or Stato. approiîclinig liiiii with
siiiister intent.

Seeking inîformnation on theo subject of religions pertiecution, 1 wvas
reconnniided by a frîcnd te a certain NMr. B---, 'vho was known
to bo wpll ail on aIl sucli matters. Arnîied with ait initroduîction 1
soughit oit MNr. 13---, aud explainied to tliat gentleinan wlîo and
wlîat I wvas. NIr. B3. - - was doliglited, lic declared, to inake iny tic
quqaintaîice. and 'vas ready tliere and thon te give mac ammy Informnationi
in bis power. llaving delivered hliînislf of thtis politcness, M r. B--
whoin 1 had beei told w'as a Liberal of thîe iiiost prnotiuîeed type,
iissnmd the niental attitude of an extreinely wary foncer, and replicd
te'every question I put to Iiiini precisoly ais lie would have (toole hut]
thUient] of a goecrinet spy been visible beliind every chair ini the
molili.

M r. 13 wîîs a foreigmer wvhi had lived iii Russita, il oig, tiînic,
hall valuable busine~ss interests tliero, und siînply could net aff'ord tic
risk of being sent ont of the country on twonty four heurs' niotice.
Thîis is about wvlat wolld have happened to huai lad lie tol mmme the
simple trntii ini repiy te miy questionis, and the source of ny informîa-
tien hild been revealed in any way te tiîe auitiorities

Notliing could ho !earzied frontî Mr. 1B.-- -. Otliers were tried
w'itii ne bettcr resuits, for te asli a lutin te express liiîîiseif on suclà a
Izubjeet ie eiquivalet te askiîîg Iiiini te mnl great persotial risks.

I evciitually fotiiid a williiîg tangue, liewever, ini the licad of a Cat)î.
clic priLst in St. Petersburg. New as ever, anid ini Unssia no less
than îm. ail otiier pards ef the worid, thîe priests of thîe Roemn cirel
are thîe îxîost féarless and aggressive of thic ergy. Iii China, iii
Africa, la the moist barbarous qoarters of thîe eartiiitlie Ilomai ( atlio)-
lic inissiemnary wins thîe adnmrationi of ail wh liave litid thîe opp>er-
tumiity te observe lus fearlessuess and dloggcd persovorenco iii the face
of diflicnlty anid danmger. Tiîcir audacity is splendid ; anid tie ivritel.
îvas, ticr,2iore, iim p:urticnlmrly surprîsed te Iid tlim riskii"g Siberia
anid aIl inaniiiier oif e% il couisequeiices ii Russia, as feariessi> lis lever~
li Africa anid mîobs in Chinia.

Alter rolutîing severai rmîcy stories about the performamnces or ertlîo-
dox pops nîy iniformiant plinged eloqueîîtlv into tho subjecu. of religions
persecution it in usbia, treating chîietll of thîe Catholics. Tihe auidienice
cinber îvas the father's conifortable roins ln the college miuached te
a Cathlîoic clinire i) nhUe Nevsl<y.

Thie Catholic religion, £ miss assurod, was gaininig grenind ini Russia,
net oiily iii spite of Uhc persecutien directed againsu. it, but as aL direct
resuit et it. lilgiom tlirives on persecution nowadays, as it limas ai-
ways donc , and, wbile it gains strengtlî witlî ei-cry blow tlîat fadîs
openi it, thme arin tliat delivers tue blews grews feebie lit proportion.
Thelm absence ef uitterness in lus toiles wlic-n tcilimg of thei ruiner il]
îvîch, tue gevemninict applies the screws of persecutieîî was striiîng.
lio talked flie ene sure of ]lis ground and confident of tiltimiato
victory.

A iiundredl Cathîelic priests, lie sait], liad retuirned frein SiboriaL duriiig
thie present y car, 1iaving servedl oct thjeir ternis of exile. Ninety ei
thiîen were disqîîiliied by thme geverumnient frein liûaring conmfessions
and perforini ug priestly fonîctionis, anid thicy were oîily allowed to hoid
muasses witi lecked doours. lot Uiere were a lîundred otîmers ready to
follow wliere tlmey had led, if mecessuiry, for the triumiipl of ïoligintma
liberty.

Thoe reverend fiathier puffed lus Aitiericam cigar with %igerous satis-
faction as lie reimicd liii incident itdat lmad occurrcd in St. Petersbnig
but a short une before îny interview. Fatiier WV-,l a brother
Domilican, is religiotis îîîstructer iin eigiit sclîools iin St. Petersbuirg.
Ile speaks sevemai lamiguages, and, liaviîîg te do with a cosiipeiitan
set cf studeuits, hie used lus polyglot accoinplismînents te thîe best
advaimtage ini tieir interests. Witlî a Frenchi boy whlo licîiw limte of
any etlie tongiie the teacimer weuld, of course, get on botter ini Frenchl;
witii the Gerînan student, ini German, etc. Fatiier W- ,iîaving a
lemier oye te ithe advancenment et luis charges tlian te lits own lier.
seaui safety, dîd tiet eî.en stop ut usiîmg Polisu in lus lnmercourse witli
studexîts wlho could understand himî botter in i-bat langtiago, tliengli
weil aware tliîjL tie use of Polisiî in thîe schueols is torbidden under
severc penalties.

Soînebow theo police got %viiîd ef îvhat wa2 going on, and at iuid-
night,.in tho Marine scliool, on Vasili Ostroif, îvas heard thîe aIl too
faîîîîliar cemîinaiîd toopen, Il li the naine of the Czar." A nocturnal

dosceimt wvas uîîado oi the seliool by the secret police. Thei ettidonits
were ai tuniibied out cf thîcir lieds; îid qns(..tieiiedl iii regard te Fatli

W-sailcged use of l>olisli. l3otwceemi idiiglit anîd miorîimg emcil
cf thù otlier seveli shlom werc in turnt viqited li iii n1wiauiuer.

flich beyi; Nvert* Ltuîips, silmd Fathuer T -- - " Not IL boy ini aiîy
of tlîe sehicels would eoittèssi thiat tlieir tîutor hllad ue lise ef the iin.
terdiugeîl laimgutagte."

A'serc thoriu ii the' 4idù oif thme ecelcimiastiemîl atthiorities cf ilussia
is the quîestionm cf !oitrtssitig thîe Uiats. 'l'lie Ulilats are thme otrpriîug
qf thie atteuipt iinude lit thîe coueîî il et l"imrenvec te Imite thîe lonîg-
estraîigetl Easterni anmd %Vesterii chiuielmes. 'l'le <rthîouix Greeka
vliii tlîat tîmeir rehu)reseiititti%,et mut the rouiiiil suld tlîeîî anid have
refîuscd to recogiiize tlic. riglit of the' Umuimts te go te cemifussicit te a
<Jathiolie priest.

'Mr. I>îbeuloiestzeff, the procureur ol the Iioly Syiied ef thîe ortho.
tio\ G rvee Clitirchi, aiul- sointe sa'lont evem -Xevl)tiug tie ('zr--tlie
îîîest pewerful laid infieîmtial îmersýim ini Bussia. i4 a sort ef iiutecuitl
cemmturi' iiiquistor. If thie spirit cf the agé wvouild pecrmit liiiîî te do
s0 lie wvouIîd prcbably Ime buriig lieréties lit the' staie, cii thé Champs
dle Mars of St. [*otersbntrg, or tyimg tîmi ini saclis mid 'l eking thlîeîm
dewnl tiîromîgli thîe lieles ini thie ice coi the Nevia, lic s îmiidorsteeut te
ho tlie primîme miieviiig spirit ini the hmvseimt reaeticmsry imieveiimeit Ut1i
is geing oz) li Russia anmd te w:ehd i îîerîicieus influenice over thme
Cztar, wliose power lie tuî'is iiîto ai inistruiiment ef puiîisîiient agaiîîst
ilis adversaries. lije is peculiarly deteriîicu ci the questionî of the
liaLis, whioiii lie îmrsistq ini treatimig as legaihy ortlieuox mîmoîmberei ef
the State elitirhil wliethier thioy will ci. noc.

At Caithtelic climrchies, whiirc it, is suispecteul tlîmt Uiiamts mîiéu in the
immbàt of genmi to conufession, policemen are statiimeu ai- Uhc door,
îvith auithierity te deiiiamd of aIll whli %vouild eniter' a pîssport pro'img
tiit thmey aire C'itiiolics anmd îlot Uiit or Oîtlîoîox. The- priosts
are aise rcqîîired te sec thie passp<iits et thiose wli< touteO te tiieni te
ccimfcss, ana if thc3 ceiîfess a Uiiiat or~ mii Ortiodlum thme penîalty is
Siberia or tule pummishimîcmt imoîastcry of Aigoiuis.

Algoiiis is a mmîcmastery ini a wrotehmedi)y heer, oui--of-tiie worid dis.
trict, al few ieumis froin St. Petersburg, whiero the îuîoîks are ini rags
maid ta-tors amni harey manaimmge te keep tîmeimscîves fronti starvimg.
Recaicitramît ('atiiohie puiests wlio iroeimet senît te Siberia are ccin-.
pelleul te tmuh. tip thmeir tîimrtlorJsii Aigciiis, wvlere thiey lead a îvretchied
existelîce. subjected te tilt iimanimeî cf muiiioyiîg Imceîveiîieîiccs,
Aniieigst the îîîîiîate8 lit li'osoiit is Fitlier Leemiard Zidjik of Luîbinu.
tclaiid, wiio îvmus sel. thcre foir tie crimeîof et eifessiiîg a Uîuiat.
F"or sommo uniîe lie lias becîî sufferiiig withii m damugereus :iiroat diseuse
ammi lus luegged puerîmissionu te go te St. Petersburg for treatiueîît.
Ilus roquests liivo aiways beeii rofusud.

Themr are iowv ini exile ini the drcmury iieîterii province of Ohoiietz
îu11 thîe mioîîks ef theo great 1)omilîicmmîî îuenmastery et L~ubini, wîhic several
years aglo %vere exiled ena mamuiad thîoîr miommmstory disbaiided for
tic deadly sinî et coifessilg Ultimuîs. (>hoiiete;s us aL selii-wilderilesa
et foresu., swaiuî anîd lakte, tliiInl3 iihiabited, anmd witiîout a siîî gît.
Cathmolie or Uiît te teîumpt the sirituail illetthe cf thje cxiied Deîiîi.
cans. Tliey tire uet 'ilowed te smîy mmass or hld services, eveui amîomîg
tîemmslves. 'rite geveriimiieuit mmhows thîeîî cîghît roubles 1 5 a îiotii
te keep thiom fremîî starviiig.

Iit St. Petersburg the spirit et persecutioui is, et course, les
brutmliy akeid thlim ini the provinces. St. Petersbuirg is enly huaIt
Rtussiami inu outward and visible particumiars, and tliere the atthorities
uever forget tua(ait mh Europe is lookiiig on. flere theo ortmodox ln.
quisitiomi contenits itseif wvith stiditig spies te thie Catlieiic anîd IProt-
estant chuuîrcîmuit te listem te thie serînoiisaîd to carefuihy watcîig Ltme
priosts amîd parsemîs ini the hope et catchiig thim tripping witiu tie
lotter ef the lawr.

Thie pastor. et the Gjermiai Lutmorami cliurch, vhuo liad Iived ai
irreproaciiabio lite lin St. Petersbumrg fer ferty years anmd ivas hîighhy
rospected by ail Nyhio kiew l'il", was crdcrod omit et Rumssia oui tweuity-
fouin (oi- ferty-eight) heurs' nietice fer baptizim, aL Russian who calme
anid bcgged te be adiîuitted iîmto tbe Luitherami clitmrciu. A vast crowvd
cf Geriiais escortod thme agedl paster te the stationu, anîd Jio whue
Gorimaî ceiiimuuity, wiih is, mext te tie Bussiari, the iargest iu St
Petersburg, gave dfemiomstrativo expressionm te thueir disgust ; but tIme
umipardemmablo sîin of roceîviuîg iîîto Uic amus et a lierotie religion elle
ef cie ortiodox lhad beomu cotiiiiiitted, ami aguhmist tis tlueir pastor's
torty years et lîlthierto biîumîîeiess lite wvas accoîuited as iîothuiîg.

For somute Linme the Catmelie Unioni et St. Petersbmurg huas been
petitinimg for louve te teund au orpham asyiui. I No, ie, I wihh
gramut yeun mothîilig ! * wvas the ia8t repiy thîey luad received frontî theo
late iiiiister et iîîîerior, Tohstoi.

Americamus clmn tern mme conceptionî ot the insufferahie tyranny et thue
Russian provinicial police, evei wvhiei doaliug with Russiaus. Wlien

Iîvmgte jo iviti lieretics tiueir ovorbcariiîg inîsolenîce is luardly sep
portable. Ini the wvestern provinces, where the peoplo mre largehy
Cathohies or Lultlerami Poles amnd Gerroams, i-le sextniis efthle Catimolic
clurciics are rt.quired to rimng thue bell whlin a Rmussiam bislmop passes
by. lut 1888 on thue estate et G'omît Tijavitcli, a Polisli miobletuan ini
thue govormeuit ef WViluma, the peoplo liad for soniie reason beemi for-
bidleu te woraluip irîside the cluapol. Thuey hnmd beeîî keopiug up the
services, luowcvor, outiide. One day thîey receivcd mnoticc Umat a
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